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North Valleys wins 3A
softball championship
SPORTS, 1B

CARSON CITY – A bill that would
enhance fentanyl penalties in Nevada
did not pass after a hearing in an As-
sembly committee, while a companion
bill was signifi�cantly amended in a
last-minute shift for Nevada Demo-
cratic leadership’s plans to send fenta-
nyl legislation to the governor’s desk.

The amended legislation starts low-
level traffi�cking charges at 28 grams of
possession for fentanyl, which was for-
merly proposed at 4 grams. The alter-
ation came on Friday evening in the
Assembly Judiciary Committee, hours
before the deadline for most bills to
pass out of their second committee.

For months, harm reduction experts
and some Democrats have warned the
legislation starting at 4 grams would
repeat “war on drug” policies that crim-
inalized low-level users. Those con-
cerns animated bill hearings and back-
door discussion, which were pushed
by Democratic leadership but ques-
tioned by many rank-and-fi�le Assem-
bly members.

Fentanyl traffi�cking charges in Ne-
vada currently start at 100 grams of
possession, a result of a sweeping 2019
criminal justice reform law that Repub-
lican Gov. Joe Lombardo promised to
walk back among his campaign
pledges.

Lombardo wants to make fentanyl
possession in any amount a category B
felony, which is on par with traffi�cking
penalties. Democratic leadership
members, including Senate Majority
Leader Nicole Cannizzaro, have indi-
cated they have no plans to hear his
landmark public safety bills. Cannizza-
ro sponsored the Democratic bill that
did not pass. 

Democratic Attorney General Aaron
Ford presented the amended fentanyl
bill and answered lawmakers’ ques-
tions in two hearings. Ford’s offi�ce de-
scribed the last-minute adjustments
as a “compromise between the many
groups with an interest in this issue” in
a tweet following the hearings.

The bill promoted by Ford includes a
provision giving legal protection to
people seeking medical assistance for
someone experiencing an overdose.
The proposal also would create medi-
cation-assisted treatment programs in
jails and prisons for people with sub-
stance-use disorders, if funding is
available. 

Fentanyl is often mixed into sup-
plies of other drugs, including cocaine,
heroin and methamphetamine. Some
users seek it out. Others don’t know
they’re taking it.

Ingesting 2 milligrams of fentanyl
can be fatal, while 1 gram – about the 
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NV Energy’s proposed summer rate
cut is a risky proposal that sets bad pre-
cedent and warrants more attention
from regulators, according to a motion
fi�led last week by the Attorney General’s
Bureau of Consumer Protection with the
Public Utilities Commission. 

Consumer advocate Ernest Figueroa

says the BCP supports the utility’s eff�ort
to provide rate relief to customers, but
argues NV Energy is attempting to by-
pass regulatory and public scrutiny via
an informational fi�ling that does not al-
low “BCP to represent the ratepayers of
Nevada…” 

Under the utility’s proposal, a Neva-
da customer consuming 2,330 kilowatts
would pay $409 in July, instead of $472
without the rate cut, according to the

consumer advocate. 
NV Energy is proposing to achieve

lower summer rates by manipulating its
deferred energy adjustment rate
(DEAA), which is based on energy the
company purchases now and charges
customers for later. The utility is carry-
ing $159 million in uncollected charges
from ratepayers in Northern Nevada
and $972 million in Southern Nevada. A
credit to the deferred rate would lower

summer bills. 
The proposed rate cuts would add

close to $600 million to the utility’s bal-
ance of more than $1 billion in deferred
billings statewide. 

NV Energy earns about 8% to carry
that balance, and passes the cost
through to customers. 

The BCP says NV Energy’s attempt to 
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‘G
et a bicycle. You will not regret it, if you live,” Mark Twain famously wrote in his short

story “Taming the bicycle.”h Although Twain was famous for his tongue-in-cheek

writing, some Northern Nevadans agree — two wheels are better than four. And while

Reno isn’t known for its abundance of bike-to-work commuters, there is a small seg-

ment of the population that rides to work rather than drives.h In honor of National Bike Month, we

asked a few Northern Nevadans to share their experiences of commuting by bike to work — how they

got started, what works, and what doesn’t.h And with National Bike Month running through the end

of May, there’s still plenty of time for you to get on your bike and ride, whether to work or just for fun.

Ky Plaskon, age 49. Round-trip
commute: 67 miles

Even many avid bike commuters
wouldn’t dream of tackling Ky Plas-
kon’s commute to work.

One to two days per week, Plaskon,
who doubles as a public information
offi�cer for Nevada Medicaid and presi-
dent of the Truckee Meadows Bike Al-
liance, rides 67 miles round-trip to and
from his Carson City offi�ce.

“I’ve always been a bike commuter,”
he said. “I love it.”

His route takes him down old High-
way 395 and over some serious hills.

Total ride time each day? About
four hours. Using data from a Regional
Transportation Commission tracker,
he estimates he’s saved more than
2,200 miles of vehicle travel so far this
year, roughly $1,300 in gas money and
eliminated 1.24 tons of pollution. And 

Northern Nevadans share stories of commuting by bike
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ABOVE: Bike commuter Leo Horishny rides his e-bike up a hill leading to
his home in the Sun Valley neighborhood in Reno on May 17. TOP: Ky
Plaskon pedals his bike across the Washoe Valley while riding home from
his job in Carson City to his home in Reno on May 16.
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