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A N D  I N D E P E N D E N TA N D  I N D E P E N D E N TA N D  I N D E P E N D E N T

By JUNO OGLE
Daily Press Staff

Lora Sanchez opened her Silver 
City dance studio, Baile Encanto, 
less than a year ago, but in that time 
her students have learned much — 
and showed it off Friday afternoon 
at the gazebo in Gough Park.

The workshop featured sever-
al groups of students of all ages 
demonstrating traditional dances 
and dress from the Mexican states 
of Veracruz, Jalisco and Baja Cali-
fornia. The program was sponsored 
by the Silver City Public Library.

“We are a huge family. We love 
and support each other, and I think 
that’s what makes this group such a 
success,” Sanchez told the crowd.

She said she had danced most of 
her life, even dancing profession-
ally in Las Vegas, N.M. 

“I loved it. And then I had kids 
and life happens, so it kind of got 
put away,” Sanchez said.

Young dancers show skills in park performance

(Press Staff Photo by Juno Ogle)
Students from Baile Encanto dance calabaceado, a newer style of folklorico originating from Baja California, during a program Friday afternoon in Gough Park sponsored by the Silver 
City Public Library.

One day, she was going through 
some of her belongings and 
showed her 10-year-old daughter 
her dance dresses.

“She said, ‘Wait, you used to do 

that?’” Sanchez said. “That’s what 
kind of sparked it.”

When she moved to Silver City 
about four years ago, she said she 
got encouraged to teach.

She currently has 70 students and 
is joined in teaching by Marisela 
Acosta Morales, who also per-
formed Friday, and Priscilla Luce-
ro. She said anyone interested in 

learning more about the dance stu-
dio can contact her through Baile 
Encanto’s Facebook page.

Juno Ogle may be reached at 
juno@scdailypress.com.

Season kicks off as firefighters 
battle first blazes of spring
By NADAV SOROKER
Searchlight New Mexico

Deep in the hills of Lincoln County — near 
the Mescalero Apache Reservation, on a large 
game ranch run by the Rio Hondo Land and 
Cattle Company — lightning struck May 3, ig-
niting what would become the fi rst fi re of the 
season to exceed 1,000 acres. 

Local volunteers, ranchers, state forestry 

workers and others fi rst showed up to try and 
contain the blaze — named the Park Fire — and 
then called in Sacramento and Zuni Interagency 
hotshot crews. An air tanker dropped a slurry of 
fi re retardant, while hand crews built fi re lines 
and lit backfi res from a ranch road to help con-
tain the fl ames.

By May 5, some 70 personnel were on the 
scene, led by the wildfi re response team from 

the state Forestry Division. When this report-
er arrived a day later, crews were working 
throughout the area to make sure the contain-
ment lines held and to stanch any fl are-ups.

Crew members walked through the fi re zone, 
pulled off a glove to feel the ground, checked for 
hot spots and looked for smoldering remnants. 
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By JO LUTZ
Daily Press Staff

Veterans and their families gath-
ered in Bataan Memorial Park on 
Sunday in honor of Armed Forces 
Day. The centerpiece of the event 
was a concert by the 1st Armored 
Division Band, “Old Ironsides,” 
who will celebrate their 50th anni-
versary this year. 

Preceding the musical program 
were speakers Dr. John Bell, on 
the history of Fort Bayard, Amer-
ican Legion Post 18 Commander 
David Morrison, on armed forces 
deployment from Grant County to 
Bataan, and Fort Bayard National 
Cemetery Director Phillip Torres.

Bell recounted the beginning 
of Fort Bayard as a fort to protect 

American settlers from 1866 to 
1899, listing some notable inhab-
itants during this time. One was a 
chaplain Bell called Allensworth, 
a runaway slave who became the 
second Black chaplain in the U.S. 
Army and the only Black offi cer at 
Fort Bayard, who was known as a 
champion for adult literacy.

Bell said Fort Bayard became a 

hospital in 1900, when the average 
life span was 47 and tuberculosis 
was a leading cause of death. By 
1940, Bell said, mothers were fi ve 
times less likely to die of TB than 
they had been in 1900, thanks in 
large part to innovations in treat-

ment made at Fort Bayard, includ-
ing rest, sunshine, nutrition, helio-
therapy and elevation.

“Fort Bayard led the nation in 
tuberculosis [treatment] develop-

Veterans, community celebrate Armed Forces Day


