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T
here once was a girl who lived in Corrales and loved collecting butterfl�ies. She would capture perhaps 20 or 30 of them at

a time, take them inside, then set them free to fl�y around her bedroom. Another thing she noticed about herself: When-

ever she happened to be on the verge of a big life change, a coyote would appear. “Not like one running across the road,”

Veronica Krupnick, now 27 years old, recalled, “but like I’d be out on a walk with my family, and a coyote would follow

along close behind us.” h For years, these uncanny animal connections struck her as mysterious and sometimes unsettling. “I

didn’t have anyone to teach me about them,” Krupnick said, until she was reintroduced to her Hopi grandparents when she was 19

or 20. It was then that she learned that the coyote and the butterfl�y are among her clan affi�liations. Suddenly, these aspects of her

life, along with others, began to make sense.

An enrolled member of the Hopi tribe, Krupnick’s line-
age also includes Jemez Pueblo and Navajo ancestry. She
was adopted by a white couple when she was 10 years old,
after spending four years in seven diff�erent foster place-
ments. Though ultimately landing in a home where she
was physically safe and materially secure, she struggled
throughout her adolescence and was eventually admitted
into a behavioral residential treatment facility, where she
completed her last two years of high school. Coyote com-
panions were the least of the things that confused her. 

For some 45 years, adoptions like Krupnick’s have
been governed by a landmark federal law, the Indian
Child Welfare Act. Enacted in 1978, ICWA regulates adop-
tion and foster placement for Native American children
who don’t live on reservation lands — the vast majority
owing to the fact that some 87% of Native peoples have
moved off� those lands. The law was designed to end the
long and terrible history of involuntarily separating Na-
tive children from their families and to do what’s in the
best interest of each child.

ICWA strives to keep children within their families,
clans and communities. Today, Native American tribes
and child welfare organizations hail its success with near
unanimity. It is widely regarded as the gold standard for
child welfare regulations, and states have modeled their
own laws for non-Native kids after it to one degree or an-
other.

An upcoming U.S. Supreme Court decision is casting a 
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Veronica Krupnick, age 4, before she entered the
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If ICWA is overturned

on equal protection

grounds, this special

court will likely cease

to function, at least

in its current form.

Throughout New

Mexico and the

nation, protocols for

handling Native child

welfare cases will

enter unknown

territory. The state

doesn’t have any

backup plans to

address this

possibility. 
See ADOPT, Page 3A


