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BRYSON STOTT HIT HIS FIRST 
CAREER PINCH HOME RUN, A TWO-
RUN DRIVE IN THE SEVENTH INNING 
THAT LED THE PHILLIES OVER THE 
CUBS 2-1 ON SUNDAY.    B1

PHILS WIN
IN A PINCH

Derek Hall   For Times of Trenton

In a year of so little controversy over 
New Jersey’s state budget, this one 
stands out.

Progressive advocates are angry at 
state legislative leaders and self-de-
scribed progressive Gov. Phil Murphy for 
deciding to end a temporary surtax on 
the largest companies doing business in 
New Jersey.

Since the budget process began in the 
winter, they have sounded the chorus 
that the big corporations can still afford 
to pay the surtax and that ending it will 
hurt the less fortunate who need money 
from the state budget. They’ve taken to 
the streets in Trenton and Newark to pro-
test.

On Thursday, advocates, workers and 
policy experts unfurled a 534-foot tarp 
that covered two full blocks outside of the 
Statehouse to dramatize the size of the 
profits corporations earn each year from 
Garden State consumers: $25 billion.

“This is money they make off of us. 
They make this money off of New Jersey 
consumers, off of New Jersey laborers, off 
of New Jersey workers, and they take this 
all out,” said Peter Chen, senior policy 
analyst for left-leaning think tank New 
Jersey Policy Perspective. “We’re asking 
to keep a little bit more of it here.”

A statewide coalition of more than 30 
advocacy and policy groups known as 
For the Many NJ organized the demon-
stration to draw attention to state pro-
grams that could be fully funded if lead-
ers extended the surtax.

Business leaders and corporate lob-
byists say the surtax was always meant 
to be temporary, and allowing it to sun-
set is essential to maintaining a compet-
itive business environment. New Jersey

Brian Fonseca   For Times of Trenton

Through the first year of the Knights of 
the Raritan’s existence, Jon Newman has 
remained conservative when it comes to 
sharing numbers: how much the Rutgers 
Athletics-supporting NIL collective has 
raised, the size of the deals it has made 
with Scarlet Knight athletes, the amount 
it would take for the school’s athletic 
department to be successful in the new 
era of college athletics.

But in the wake of a major domino fall-
ing in Piscataway on Friday, with men’s 
basketball’s leading scorer Cam Spencer 
entering the transfer portal after receiv-
ing overtures of major NIL opportuni-
ties from other programs, the collec-
tive’s president elected to publicly put a 
price tag on what he believes the Rutgers 
athletics ecosystem must aspire to raise 
annually to retain its top athletes and be 
competitive in the four major sports of 
football, men’s and women’s basketball, 
and wrestling:

$10 million.
The number is a rough estimate based 

on conversations with Rutgers coaches, 
with whom the collective has a “very” 
open line of communication, and with 
people at other schools that the collective 
has relationships with, Newman said in a

RUTGERS

Cost to stay 
in NIL game 
put at $10M

Anne Choi, who owns Middle Brook Fiberworks, poses with one of her knitted pieces in Bedminster in April.   Photos by Chris Krusberg, 
for Times of Trenton

Brianna Kudisch   For Times of Trenton

On a recent spring day, Anne Choi went 
searching for her sheep, who were hiding. 
Striding across her roughly 12-acre farm in 
Bedminster, the fiber farmer and artisan 
called out for the fluffy livestock.

The six Shetland sheep she owns — 
there’s Roobie, and her twins, Max and 
Astrid, then Moon, Cleo, and her mother, 
Quin — are not being raised for their milk 
or their meat.

Instead, they’re being raised for their 
speckled beige and brown fleeces, which 
make them “look like cotton balls with lit-
tle legs,” Choi said.

As the founder and co-director of NJ 
Fibershed, Choi is an unexpected farmer.

She is a fiber farmer — a person who 
raises sheep, alpacas, goats and other ani-
mals for their fleeces, or fiber. The woolen 
fleeces are sheared off the animal, cleaned 
and spun into yarn, which can be used to 
make clothes and art.

Wool produced on a smaller, local scale 
is more sustainable, fiber farmers say. It’s 
also more environmentally friendly and 
helps strengthen the local economy and 
art scene. Some artisans also say home-
grown wool is better to work with; Choi 
started as a knitter and learned to hand-
spin yarn after a friend gave her some 

hand-spun materials.
“It was incredibly vibrant and bouncy 

and I never wanted to knit with anything 
else,” she recalled.

NJ Fibershed was founded in 2019 to 
help connect people in the area who raise 
animals for their wool or create art from 
wool. It’s a network of locals who can buy 
and sell from each other, learn from one 
another and attend events.

The network is a local branch of the 
global organization Fibershed. Based in 
California, the first Fibershed started after 
founder Rebecca Burgess wanted to wear 
clothes created from only locally sourced 
materials. That included local wool, dye 
and labor.

Creating a local network also helps 
build a slower, more sustainable textile 
industry, supporters say. Fast fashion is 
already worth hundreds of millions of dol-
lars and is rapidly expanding, but fiber 
farming advocates say small-scale farm-
ing helps provide an alternative.

When Choi and her husband moved to 

their home in New Jersey, which con-
tained acres of land, they decided to buy 
their first sheep in 2016. Choi began fiber 
farming, as a first-generation farmer. 
(The couple also purchased some goats 
“just for fun.”)

A few years later, Choi helped launch 
NJ Fibershed.

“I never thought that I’d move to New 
Jersey and have a flock,” she said. “But 
that’s what happened.”

Choi grew up in Seoul, South Korea, 
and moved to Baltimore as a child. She 
attended law school, but as she got older, 
her dreams began to shift and she left the 
field.

Now, she owns Middle Brook Fiber-
works, where she sells her small-batch 
yarn and fiber. She teaches spinning, 
weaving and dyeing classes, and serves 
on different farming boards. She views 
herself as a bridge between crafters and 
farmers, helping both aspiring fiber rais-
ers and experts.

STATEHOUSE

Progressives 
protest end of 
corporate biz 
tax surcharge

BEDMINSTER

They’re imparting a home-spun 
feel to the fabric of life here

Goats at Anne Choi’s 12-acre farm in Bedminster. 

Fiber farmers use their own 

sheep and alpacas for the 

“shear” joy of producing 

New Jersey wool for local 

markets and artistry.
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