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AFTER LETTING A LEAD SLIP AWAY IN 
THE FINAL ROUND OF LAST MONTH’S 
MASTERS, BROOKS KOEPKA ON SUNDAY 
TURNS ASIDE CHALLENGERS TO WIN 
HIS THIRD PGA CHAMPIONSHIP.   B1

KOEPKA 
HOLDS ON 

With default deadline 

looming, leaders to meet 

today after staff session. 

Paul Kane, Tyler Pager, Rachel Siegel 
and Jeff Stein   Washington Post

A day after partisan acrimony dis-
rupted talks around the debt ceiling, 
President Biden and House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy agreed to restart nego-
tiations Sunday, sending a newly hopeful 
signal that the two parties might avoid an 
economic catastrophe as few as 11 days 
away.

The two leaders spoke by phone 
Sunday and agreed to dispatch their chief 
emissaries for further staff talks at 6 p.m. 
before Biden and McCarthy, R-Calif., con-
nect again today in Washington.

Negotiations between White House 
and GOP emissaries had been stymied 
over core spending and policy issues, 
with talks breaking down for part of the 
day on Friday before resuming later that 
night. A final agreement is increasingly 
seen as one that hinges on a deal between 
Biden and the House GOP.

“My discussion with the president, I 
think, was productive,” McCarthy told 
reporters at the Capitol following his 
phone call with Biden. “I think we can 
solve some of these problems if he under-
stands what we’re looking at.”

Rep. Garret Graves, R-La., who has 
emerged as a GOP frontman on the debt 
ceiling talks, was to take part in Sun-
day’s talks. Asked about the major policy 
issues standing in the way of an agree-
ment — such as work requirements or 
permitting refor — Graves told reporters 
“the numbers are the baseline.”

“These are levers or dials that can 
help adjust the needs of each side in 
terms of negotiating,” Graves said 
of specific policy differences. “But I 
want to be very clear: The numbers 
are the foundation. The speaker has

Brianna Kudisch   For The Star-Ledger

On a recent spring day, Anne Choi went 
searching for her sheep, who were hiding. 
Striding across her roughly 12-acre farm in 
Bedminster, the fiber farmer and artisan 
called out for the fluffy livestock.

The six Shetland sheep she owns — 
there’s Roobie, and her twins, Max and 
Astrid, then Moon, Cleo, and her mother, 
Quin — are not being raised for their milk 
or their meat.

Instead, they’re being raised for their 
speckled beige and brown fleeces, which 
make them “look like cotton balls with lit-
tle legs,” Choi said.

As the founder and co-director of NJ 
Fibershed, Choi is an unexpected farmer.

She is a fiber farmer — a person who 
raises sheep, alpacas, goats and other ani-
mals for their fleeces, or fiber. The woolen 
fleeces are sheared off the animal, cleaned 
and spun into yarn, which can be used to 
make clothes and art.

Wool produced on a smaller, local scale 
is more sustainable, fiber farmers say. It’s 
also more environmentally friendly and 
helps strengthen the local economy and 
art scene. Some artisans also say home-
grown wool is better to work with; Choi 
started as a knitter and learned to hand-
spin yarn after a friend gave her some 

hand-spun materials.
“It was incredibly vibrant and bouncy 

and I never wanted to knit with anything 
else,” she recalled.

NJ Fibershed was founded in 2019 to 
help connect people in the area who raise 
animals for their wool or create art from 
wool. It’s a network of locals who can buy 
and sell from each other, learn from one 

another and attend events.
The network is a local branch of the 

global organization Fibershed. Based 
in California, the first Fibershed started 
after founder Rebecca Burgess wanted 
to wear clothes created from only locally 
sourced materials. That included local 
wool, dye and labor.

Creating a local network also helps 
build a slower, more sustainable textile 
industry, supporters say. Fast fashion 
is already worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars and is rapidly expanding, but 
fiber farming advocates say small-scale 
farming helps provide an alternative.

When Choi and her husband moved 
to their home in New Jersey, which con-
tained acres of land, they decided to buy 
their first sheep in 2016. Choi began fiber 
farming, as a first-generation farmer. 
(The couple also purchased some goats 
“just for fun.”)

A few years later, Choi helped launch 
NJ Fibershed.

“I never thought that I’d move to New 
Jersey and have a flock,” she said. “But
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Biden, McCarthy 
agree to restart 
debt ceiling talks

BEDMINSTER

They’re imparting a home-spun 
feel to the fabric of life here

“Fiber farmers” use their own 

sheep, alpacas for the shear joy 

of producing New Jersey wool 

for local markets and artisans.

Anne Choi, of Bedminster, is the founder of NJ Fibershed.   

After departure  of top scorer 

rocks Scarlet Knights men’s 

hoops, fundraising leader 

estimates annual need.

Brian Fonseca   For The Star-Ledger

Through the first year of the Knights of 
the Raritan’s existence, Jon Newman has 
remained conservative when it comes to 
sharing numbers: how much the Rutgers 
Athletics-supporting NIL collective has 

raised, the size of the deals it has made 
with Scarlet Knight athletes, the amount it 
would take for the school’s athletic depart-
ment to be successful in the new era of col-
lege athletics.

But in the wake of a major domino fall-
ing in Piscataway on Friday, with men’s 
basketball’s leading scorer Cam Spencer 
entering the transfer portal after receiving 
overtures of major NIL opportunities from 
other programs, the collective’s president 
elected to publicly put a price tag on what 
he believes the Rutgers athletics ecosys-
tem must aspire to raise annually to retain 
its top athletes and be competitive in the 
four major sports of football, men’s and 

women’s basketball, and wrestling:
$10 million.
The number is a rough estimate based 

on conversations with Rutgers coaches, 
with whom the collective has a “very” 
open line of communication, and with 
people at other schools that the collective 
has relationships with, Newman said in a 
conversation with NJ Advance Media on 
Saturday. 

The breakdown, he noted, is roughly 
$6 million-$7 million for football — head 
coach Greg Schiano stated publicly last 
summer that the program needs “mil-
lions” to compete — with about $2 million 
needed for head coach Steve Pikiell’s pro-

gram and the remaining pot split among 
Scott Goodale and Coquese Washington’s 
wrestling and women’s squads, respec-
tively. The money, Newman said, needs 
not only to come from the everyday fans 
chipping in monthly two-to-three-figure 
donations as KOTR members, but from 
individual deals from major donors and 
corporate sponsors as well.

“Folks have been asking us on a con-
sistent basis ‘Why haven’t we been more 
aggressive? Shouldn’t we have kept him?’ 
But bottom line is, what they’ve really 
been asking for is ‘How much money do 
we need?’ My answer to that question,

COLLEGE ATHLETICS

What price glory in NIL era? Rutgers sports rainmaker figures $10M

Some of Choi’s knitted pieces.    
Chris Krusberg, for The Star-Ledger
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