
Abortion-rights and anti-abortion demonstrators gather outside of the Supreme Court in Washington. Confidence in the Supreme 
Court sank to its lowest point in at least 50 years in 2022, in the wake of the Dobbs decision that led to state bans and other restric-
tions on abortion.   Gemunu Amarasinghe, Associated Press file
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WA S H I N G T O N  —  Confidence in the 
Supreme Court sank to its lowest point 
in at least 50 years in 2022 in the wake of 
the Dobbs decision that led to state bans 
and other restrictions on abortion, a major 
trends survey shows.

The divide between Democrats and 
Republicans over support for abortion 
rights also was the largest ever in 2022, 
according to the General Social Survey. 
The long-running and widely respected 
survey conducted by NORC at the Univer-
sity of Chicago has been measuring con-

fidence in the court since 1973, the same 
year that Roe v. Wade legalized abortion 
nationwide.

In the 2022 survey, just 18% of Ameri-
cans said they have a great deal of confi-
dence in the court, down from 26% in 2021, 
and 36% said they had hardly any, up from 
21%. Another 46% said they have “only 
some” confidence in the most recent sur-
vey.

The drastic change was concentrated 
among women, Democrats and those who 
say a woman should be able to get an abor-
tion if she wants one “for any reason,” the 
survey shows. 

Just 12% of women said they have a 
great deal of confidence in the court in 
2022, down from 22% a year earlier and 
from 32% in 2018. Confidence among Dem-
ocrats fell to 8% in 2022 from 25% a year 
earlier. And among those who think abor-
tion should be available to a woman who 
wants one for any reason, confidence in 
the court dropped from 25% to 12%.

Even among Republicans, though, con-
fidence has slipped somewhat over the 
past several years in a court dominated by 
Republican-appointed conservative jus-
tices. Twenty-six percent said they have 
a great deal of confidence in the court, 
down from 31% in 2021 and from 37% in 
2018.

The survey is conducted using in-per-
son and online interviews over the course 
of several months. Most interviews were 
conducted after the court’s conservative 
majority issued its Dobbs decision in late 
June that overturned Roe and all were 
conducted after a draft of the decision was 
leaked seven weeks earlier.

Support for widely available abortion 

did not change substantially between 
2021 and 2022, but the poll shows sup-
port for widely available abortion has 
increased since 2016, when just 46% 
said that abortion should be available if 
a woman wants one for any reason and 
54% said it should not. In the new sur-
vey, slightly more said it should be avail-
able than that it should not be, 53% to 
47%.

The difference is driven by skyrock-
eting support for abortion rights among 
Democrats, while Republican levels of 
support are at or near a 50-year low. The 
77%-28% split between Democrat and 
Republicans in their backing for abortion 
rights is the largest-ever partisan divide 
on the question.

Large majorities of Americans said 
they think a woman should be able to 
have an abortion if her own health is at 
risk, if there is a strong change of a seri-
ous defect in the baby or if the pregnancy 
was the result of rape.

Multiple states now ban abortion with 
no exception in cases of rape or incest. 
Mississippi’s ban has an exception for 
rape but not incest.

The General Social Survey has been 
conducted since 1972 by NORC at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. Sample sizes for each 
year’s survey vary from about 1,500 to 
about 4,000 adults, with margins of error 
falling between plus or minus 2 percent-
age points and plus or minus 3.1 percent-
age points. The most recent survey was 
conducted May 5, 2022, through Dec. 20, 
2022, and includes interviews with 3,544 
American adults. Results for the full 
sample have a margin of error of plus or 
minus 3 percentage points.
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After abortion decision, trust  
in the Supreme Court sank

The divide between Democrats 

and Republicans over support 

for abortion rights also was 

the largest ever in 2022.

A Gloucester County man 

was charged with attempted 

murder of the uniformed 

officer in Deptford Mall.

Matt Gray   For South Jersey Times

Authorities have charged a Glouces-
ter County man with attempted murder 
after he allegedly put a Deptford Town-
ship police officer in a chokehold Friday 
night during an encounter at a shopping 
mall.

Police credited a bystander with com-
ing to the officer’s aid.

Patrol units responded to Deptford 
Mall around 7:30 p.m. for a report of a 
man harassing patrons, according to 
police.

Officer Anthony Gatto made con-
tact with the man, later identified as  
Michael A. Carberry, 43, of Mickleton,  
on the second level of the mall, police 
said.

Carberry refused several requests by 
the uniformed officer to leave the mall 
and become confrontational, according 
to police.

Gatto tried to escort Carberry from 
the area by “guiding the subject by the 
arm,” police said, but Carberry allegedly 
shoved the officer’s hand away and again 
refused to leave.

When Gatto tried to arrest Carberry 
for trespassing and being disorderly, the 
man took a fighting stance, police said. 
Gatto attempted to physically restrain 
Carberry, but he allegedly placed the offi-
cer in a “guillotine” chokehold, “effec-
tively cutting off blood and oxygen sup-
ply of the officer,” police said.

As the men struggled, a bystander 
helped Gatto escape the chokehold and 
get Carberry into handcuffs, according to 
police.

The officer suffered minor injuries  
and was treated by Gloucester County 
EMS.
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In a year of so little controversy over 
New Jersey’s state budget, this one stands 
out.

Progressive advocates are angry at state 
legislative leaders and self-described pro-
gressive Gov. Phil Murphy for deciding 
to end a temporary surtax on the largest 
companies doing business in New Jersey.

Since the budget process began in the 
winter, they have sounded the chorus that 
the big corporations can still afford to pay 
the surtax and that ending it will hurt the 
less fortunate who need money from the 
state budget. They’ve taken to the streets 
in Trenton and Newark to protest.

On Thursday, advocates, workers and 
policy experts unfurled a 534-foot tarp 
that covered two full blocks outside of the 

Statehouse to dramatize the size of the 
profits corporations earn each year from 
Garden State consumers: $25 billion.

“This is money they make off of us. 
They make this money off of New Jersey 
consumers, off of New Jersey laborers, off 
of New Jersey workers, and they take this 
all out,” said Peter Chen, senior policy ana-
lyst for left-leaning think tank New Jersey 
Policy Perspective. “We’re asking to keep a 

little bit more of it here.”
A statewide coalition of more than 30 

advocacy and policy groups known as For 
the Many NJ organized the demonstration 
to draw attention to state programs that 
could be fully funded if leaders extended 
the surtax.

Business leaders and corporate lobby-
ists say the surtax was always meant to

STATEHOUSE

Gov’s progressive allies protest sunsetting of corporate biz tax
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Bystander 
rescued officer 
in chokehold, 
police say

WASHINGTON

Debt talks to resume
President Joe Biden and House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy agreed on Sunday to 
start up negotiations once again, as the 
deadline for a deal closed in.   A2

GROUP OF SEVEN SUMMIT

Eyes on Ukraine
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky met with world leaders at the 
G7 gathering in Hiroshima, Japan, as he 
continued to build support.   A4
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BRYSON STOTT’S PINCH-HIT HR PROVED 
TO BE THE DIFFERENCE AS THE PHILS 
SQUEAKED OUT A 2-1 WIN OVER THE 
CUBS IN THE SERIES FINALE. IT WAS A BIG 
CONTRAST TO THE FIRST TWO GAMES.    B1
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