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John Esposito Jr. said it’s been a hard
road, but he was happy to be back at
Robert Wood Johnson University Hos-
pital in New Brunswick last week with
the team who cared for him after a life-
changing accident in which he lost both
legs.

Esposito, of South Bound Brook, was
one of two trauma survivors celebrated

Wednesday by the hospital and Rutgers
Robert Wood Johnson Medical School’s
Shock Trauma Program during National
Trauma Survivors Day.

As part of the program, the trauma
team celebrated the courage, strength
and resilience of Esposito and Justin
Flax who received care at Robert Wood
Johnson’s University Hospital’s Level I
Trauma Center.

On Dec. 20, 2021, Esposito, a Somer-
set County Department of Public Works
employee, was part of a road crew con-

ducting repairs on Mount Horeb Road
in Warren when an 80-year-old driver
crashed into the crew’s truck, pinning
Esposito against a trailer.

Warren police received a 911 call
around 1:10 p.m. and responded to the
crash between Geiger Lane and Tiff�any
Court where they found Esposito, who
had suff�ered life-threatening injuries,
as well as another injured DPW em-
ployee, a Raritan Borough resident.

STRENGTH &
RESILIENCE 

John Esposito with members of the Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital and Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical
School’s Shock Trauma Program, who helped care for him following a cash in which he lost his legs. PROVIDED BY THE HOSPITAL

DPW worker who lost legs in crash celebrated for courage
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A state appellate court has ruled
that an 8-year-old’s videotaped state-
ment about several allegations of sex-
ual abuse by a former Plainfi�eld music
teacher can be used in his trial, though
seven years later she can only recall
one incident.

The trial of Donnie Harrell, 58, of
Bridgewater, was adjourned earlier
this year pending Thursday’s appel-
late court ruling on whether the girl’s
2016 statement could be admitted as
evidence in the trial that involves two
alleged victims.

Harrell is charged in a seven-count
indictment with second-degree sexual
assault, second-degree endangering
the welfare of a child, second-degree
offi�cial misconduct and second-de-
gree pattern of offi�cial misconduct.

The judge conducting the trial ruled
the videotape could not be used, but
the Union County Prosecutor’s Offi�ce
appealed that ruling and the appellate
court agreed with the prosecutor’s of-
fi�ce.

On March 30, 2016, Detective Josh-
ua Rios of the Union County Prosecu-
tor’s Offi�ce Child Advocacy Center
conducted the videotaped interview
with the 8-year-old girl, a second grad-
er at Clinton Elementary School.

In that interview, court papers say,
the girl described how Harrell touched
her and placed her hand on his “pri-
vate parts” on more than one occasion
during school hours in the school’s
music room.

However, during trial preparations
in the summer of 2022, the girl, now
15, told a trial prosecutor and inves-
tigator that she could not recall most
of the events she had reported to
Rios in 2016.

Child’s
statement
allowed in
teacher sex
assault trial
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As he stepped outside the federal
courthouse in Newark in November 2017
after a long corruption case against him
collapsed in a mistrial, a weary and

emotional Sen. Robert Menendez is-
sued one of the most memorable warn-
ings in New Jersey political history.

“To those who were digging my polit-
ical grave so they could jump into my
seat: I know who you are, and I won’t
forget you,” he said to the crush of re-
porters and TV cameras.

That bold proclamation — made by a
newly liberated, Hudson County politi-
cal veteran with a long memory and a
legendary black book — still reverber-

ates today as Menendez fi�nds himself at
the center of another federal criminal
probe, this time conducted by the South-
ern District of New York.

Although the details are murky, it ap-
pears that prosecutors are investigating a
possible link between Menendez and an
Edgewater-based company that obtained
an exclusive contract to export Halal-cer-
tifi�ed meat to Egypt, according to multi-

Why are NJ Dems mum as Bob Menendez faces major new threat?
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