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KOEPKA A MAJOR
CHAMPION AGAIN
Brooks Koepka won the
PGA Championship at Oak
Hill by closing with a 67
and winning by two shots
over Scottie Scheffler and
Viktor Hovland. Page B1
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EARLY BIRD GETS
THE JUMPING WORM
Invasive jumping worms are
parthenogenetic, meaning
they can reproduce without a
mate, which results in large
populations. Page B6
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MOSTLY SUNNY
Highs in the 70s.
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By SARAH MEARHOFF
V TDigger

Emboldened by supermajorities in both
chambers and a “sea change” in public
opinion, Democrats and Progressives in
the Vermont Statehouse carried three sig-
nificant pieces of firearms legislation
across the finish line this legislative ses-
sion.

It was, in the estimation of Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tempore Phil Baruth, D/P-Chit-
tenden, one of the
most successful ses-
sions for gun control
advocates in recent
years — matching
what he called the ur-
gency posed by gun
violence rates in Ver-
mont and across the
countr y.

This year’s roster
consisted of S.3 — al-
ready signed into law
— which bans
paramilitar y-style
training camps such
as Slate Ridge; S.4, which would primarily
bring Vermont state laws on straw purchas-
ing and serial number tampering in line
with federal law; and most high-profile of
all, H.230, which would implement safe stor-
age rules, broaden existing red flag laws
and institute 72-hour waiting periods for
gun purchases.

While S.4 and H.230 have yet to become
law — and might require a veto override to
do so — the central question on the minds
of both supporters and opponents is: Will
they hold up in court?

‘A sea change’
Democrats and Progressives had the

numbers on their side this year.
They held onto their 23-seat majority in

the Senate in last November’s elections
and expanded their hold on the House to a
combined 109 out of 150 seats. That gave
enough seats to reliably override vetoes by
Republican Gov. Phil Scott, who has repeat-
edly said that he doesn’t believe Vermont
needs to institute additional gun control
measures following the historic package he

Proponents of 3 measures
anticipate legal challenges

Co n t ro l s
about to
be law,
for now

GUNS AND VERMONT

By ALEX HANSON
Valley News Staff Writer

SOUTH POMFRET — In a
special Town Meeting on Sat-
urday morning, Pomfret vot-
ers opted to do away with the
traditional in-person annual
meeting in favor of Australian
ballot voting.

But in recognition of the
meeting’s value, voters ap-
proved an amendment that
would require the town Select-
board to hold a hearing on the
town budget at which amend-
ments could be proposed.

Such a meeting would have to
take place more than 30 days
before ballot voting on the first
Tuesday in March.

In considering whether to
end a nearly 250-year-old tradi-
tion, Pomfret voters had to
choose between two public
goods: the greater participa-

Pomfret joins other Upper Valley towns in choosing ballots to all-day gather ing

Another one bites the dust
TOWN MEETING

VALLEY NEWS / REPORT FOR AMERICA PHOTOGRAPHS — ALEX DRIEHAUS
Cathy Emmons, left, addresses a point of confusion with Pomfret town officials, from left, Selectboard Member Meg
Emmons, Town Clerk Rebecca Fielder, Moderator Kevin Geiger and Selectboard Chair John Peters during a brief
recess from a special town meeting at The Prosper Valley School in South Pomfret on Saturday.

Cy Benoit touches index
fingers with his son Briggs
Benoit, 3, during Saturday’s
special town meeting.

VALLEY NEWS FILE PHOTOGRAPH — LAURA DECAPUA
Charlestown Historical Society members Barbara Jones,
left, and Joyce Higgins, center, tour the second floor of a
historic cabin in Charlestown in November 2003.

‘An innate sense of curiosity and adventure’
A LIFE

By PATRICK O’GR ADY
Valley News Correspondent

CHARLESTOWN — Amateur histori-
ans share a few things in common. They
are more curious than most, passionate
and persistent in confirming their find-
ings.

They research and write for little to no
financial gain, and their published works
do not yield much in the way of sales or
recognition. It’s a labor of love, and no
one loved it more than Joyce Higgins of
Charlestown.

“She was knowledgeable on just about

everything and was everywhere,” said
Duane Wetherby, chairman of the
Charlestown Heritage Commission, who
worked with Higgins on a few projects,
including restoring and displaying a Civil
War-era cannon. “That was all her idea.”

Higgins and her husband, Charles,
moved to Charlestown in 1993. They
bought a house built in 1790, when North
Charlestown was its own village, and
spent many years renovating it.

Higgins, who was born and raised in
Illinois, died June 10, 2022, of an underly-
ing heart condition while recovering
from Guillan-Barre syndrome. She was
79.

Not long after Higgins came to
Charlestown from Fort Worth, Texas, fol-
lowing her husband’s retirement, she be-
gan a long and dedicated connection with
the Charlestown Historical Society and
Heritage Commission. Over the years
she contributed countless hours to dig-
ging up information about the town’s

Joyce Higgins
1942-2022

By BEATRICE BURACK
New Hampshire Bulletin

Clover, a 6-month-old infant
with a pink bow on her head, spent
May 2 at a Senate Finance Com-
mittee hearing with her mom, Is-
abelle Plante. Clover didn’t have
much to say, but Plante was “fired
up” about the lack of accessible
child care in the state. 

Plante, who was born in New
Hampshire and moved back to the
state to raise her children, says
she and her husband are now
“considering leaving because we
c a n’t care for our kids.” For them,
it’s not a matter of affording child
care, a significant challenge for
many families. They simply can’t
find any.

When Clover was born, Plante

called all the infant day care cen-
ters within an hour radius of her
Center Harbor home and found no
one who would even put Clover on
a waitlist. 

“I cannot go back to work be-
cause I don’t currently have care
for her,” Plante said. The earliest
she can get Clover into a center is
N o v e m b e r.  

She’s not the only New Hamp-

shire parent out of the workforce
due to the child care shortage.
Data from U.S. Census Bureau
sur veys show that between June
2022 and April 2023, 15,700 people,
on average, said they weren’t
working because they’re caring for
a child at home. 

Phil Sletten, research director

Child care shortage creates havoc for families
NEW HAMPSHIRE
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“I think that
we ’ve gotten
to a point
where we’re
just sick to
death of it.”

ALYSSA BLACK
D-Essex Town,

on gun violence
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