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Duke researchers will begin
clinical trials this summer for a
“universal flu vaccine” that
researchers hope will offer
longer-lasting protection and
target a wider range of flu vi-
ruses.

Every year, flu shots prevent
thousands of deaths and tens of
thousands of hospitalizations.
But the vaccines are far from
perfect.
The shots currently on the

market are 30% to 40% effec-
tive during the average flu sea-
son, said Dr. Emmanuel Wal-
ter, director of Duke Vaccine
and Trials Unit. The influenza

virus quickly mutates over time,
typically making vaccines less
and less effective over the
course of the season.
“By the time manufacturers

are able to make the vaccine
and get it out for use in the fall,
sometimes the flu strain has
already changed,” he said.
“Every year they fall a little bit
short of where we want them to

be.”
The new vaccine takes a

different approach. The model
targets a protein on the surface
of the virus that rarely mutates
and is common among many
strains of the flu virus.
The idea for this “new-gener-

ation vaccine” was developed

Duke begins clinical trials
for a ‘universal flu vaccine’
BY TEDDY ROSENBLUTH
trosenbluth@newsobserver.com
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day night, one week after a
Black Angus bull smashed his
ribs, punctured his lungs and
broke his bones.
Randy Lewis, the 62-year-old

owner of Ran-Lew Dairy in Eli
Whitney, was in the pasture on
his farm May 7 when the bull
attacked him, according to
dairy staff.
He was airlifted to UNC

Hospitals in Chapel Hill, where
he had surgery to repair five

Farming can be a dangerous
job, killing workers each year at
over twice the rate of police and
firefighters and four times that
of all other workers, according
to U.S. Bureau of Labor statis-
tics.
An Alamance County dairy

farmer left intensive care Sun-

broken ribs, according to
GoFundMe campaign updates.
He was moved to a step-down
unit at the hospital Sunday, and
on Monday, he started physical
therapy.
On Tuesday, Lewis was

moved into a regular hospital
room.
Dairy staff and over 200

volunteers are keeping the farm
going in his absence, and more
are needed, a farm volunteer

said Monday. The fifth-gener-
ation family farm has about 50
cows, including Holsteins,
Guernseys, Jerseys and Brown
Swiss, its website says.
Lewis is among 2.6 million

people who worked on a farm
in 2021, or about 1.3% of the
U.S. population, according to
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. The Bureau of Labor Sta-
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Randy Lewis with his 20-year-old dairy cow, Red, who walks around the farm like a pet. Lewis was in the pasture on his Alamance County
farm this month when a bull attacked him.

Bull attack on farmer just one risk
among most dangerous jobs
BY TAMMY GRUBB
tgrubb@heraldsun.com
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DANVILLE, VA
The Caesars casino that

opened in Danville, Va., this
week may not have a hotel yet,
but that doesn’t mean you can’t
spend the night there.
We did.
Well, not the whole night; the

three hours from 1 a.m. to 4
a.m. were enough to catch the
vibe of the place and lose all the
money we had set aside for
gambling ($12). After that, we
took a headlight tour of this
riverfront town to see what else
is open 24/7 and what might be
worth a return trip during reg-
ular business hours.
Until now, the quickest trip

from Eastern North Carolina for
slot machines and live table
games was to Kings Mountain,
west of Charlotte, or Cherokee,
in the mountains. Harrah’s Che-

A new casino
just opened
90 minutes
from the
Triangle

BYMARTHA QUILLIN
mquillin@newsobserver.com
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RALEIGH
The exhibit begins with a

human head the size of a Hallo-
ween pumpkin made entirely
out of gray LEGOs, which would
be impressive enough except
that its artist also sculpted four
brick people crawling out of the
sawed-off cranium — one of
them holding a golden key.
Along the way, Raleigh’s new

all-LEGO art collection hits
viewers with a black and blue
portrait of Andy Warhol, then a
collage of colorful skulls, then a
perfect replica of “American

Artist Nathan
Sawaya brings
popular
LEGO exhibit
to Raleigh

BY JOSH SHAFFER
jshaffer@newsobserver.com
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