
FOUNDED 1886
VOLUME 154, No. 142

FACEBOOK.COM/THECHARLOTTEOBSERVER
TWITTER.COM/THEOBSERVER

READ BY 1 MILLION+
IN PRINT AND ONLINE MONDAY, MAY 22, 2023 $3.00

CHARLOTTEOBSERVER.COM

In today’s paper
SPORTS: Canes
don’t have
answer for
Panthers’
best players. 1B

Partly cloudy
81°/60° See 2A

TodayinXtra
Living

Subscribers have access to this
additional bonus content online at
charlotteobserver.com/eedition/

xtraliving.

Cooped up:
Raising backyard
chickens takes
money, time and
pluck – here’s
how to do it.J. BEAN RGJ/USA TODAY NETWORK

DIGITAL READERS GET MORE

CUSTOMER SERVICE
800-532-5350
charlotteobserver.com/customer-service

We’re committed to providing the essential journalism you need. Find the content
important to you inside. Subscribers can find an additional 50+ pages each day
by going to charlotteobserver.com/eedition/extraextra or by scanning the code to
the left.

Crystal Hill has the work cut
out for her.
From from safety to improv-

ing academic performance to
teacher retention, leading the
17th largest school district in the
country and second largest in
North Carolina comes with

challenges.
The Charlotte-Mecklenburg

Schools board named Hill its
new, full-time superintendent
Friday. Hill is familiar with the
terrain — she’s been the interim
superintendent since Jan. 1, and
previously was the district’s
chief staff.
“I believe the overarching

challenge for our next superin-
tendent is balancing the pres-

sures of a financially-starved
district with the hopes and de-
sires of deserving families and a
weary staff,” School board
member Jennifer De La Jara
said.
Here are the three biggest

challenges Hill and board mem-
bers face:

RECRUITING AND
RETAINING QUALITY
TEACHERS
Hill, when giving her 2023-24

operating budget
recommendations last month,
said the spending plan is fo-
cused on “building district ca-
pacity, which will benefit all of
our students.”
Increased money for CMS

employees, especially teachers,

will help the district fill teacher
vacancies and hard-to-staff
positions. It’s no secret teachers
are leaving the field in droves —
it’s no different in CMS.
Average teacher pay in North

Carolina is $58,658, ranking it
seventh among 10 states in the
Southeast, and the state ranks
dead last in public school in-
vestment, De La Jara said.
In CMS, there are 242 teacher

vacancies, and more than 20%
turnover in sixth-grade through
12th-grade English Language
Arts classrooms, as well as math
and science. Math teacher turn-
over in CMS has increased since
the 2021-22 school year but
decreased in science.

Many challenges await new
CMS superintendent Hill
BY ANNAMARIA DELLA COSTA
adellacosta@charlotteobserver.com

SEE HILL, 4A

developer Mill Creek
Residential broke ground on
the 239-unit project last Jan-
uary. It’s unclear whether the
developer will continue the
project in the fire’s aftermath.
Plans had called for two iden-

tical buildings at 7740 and 7741
Liberty Row Drive, according to
the developer.
That’s where the Charlotte

Fire Department got several

Before a five-alarm fire broke
out Thursday morning in South
Park, sending plumes of black
smoke into the south Charlotte
sky, construction was well un-
derway on an apartment project
called Modera SouthPark.
Boca Raton, Florida-based

calls for a fire at a construction
site. By 10 a.m., the closed
streets — just around the corner
from SouthPark mall — were
teeming with with more than
90 firefighters. People forced to
leave nearby hotels and office
buildings were left to watch
firefighters quell the flames.
As the smoke started to clear,

signs of a construction scene
became more apparent. That

included the framing of a build-
ing and a tall crane where one
worker was rescued by fire
crews.
Mill Creek Residential, a

national rental housing compa-
ny, was working with Greens-
boro-based Hawthorne Resi-
dential Partners on the apart-
ment project.

MELISSA MELVIN-RODRIGUEZ mrodriguez@charlotteobserver.com

The origin of the fire appears to be an area where a spray-foam insulation trailer was being used according to the Charlotte Fire
Department. The building behind the remains is Barclay Downs at South Park, a senior living community where several residents had a
direct view to the fire as it unfolded.

South Park fire: What we know
about the project, owners
BY GORDON RAGO
grago@charlotteobserver.com
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A suspended FBI employee
from Charlotte who gave
whistleblower testimony
Thursday to a Republican-led
congressional subcommittee
had his security clearance re-
voked over his handling of a Jan.
6-related investigation, and
amid questions from his superi-
ors concerning his “allegiance to
the United States.”
Meanwhile, an interim

subcommittee report released
earlier in the day accuses Bank
of America, headquartered in
Charlotte, of targeting conserva-
tives by turning over confiden-
tial consumer data from custom-
ers who used their credit cards
in Washington, D.C., around the
time of the Capitol attack.
Marcus Allen, a staff oper-

ations specialist with the FBI
Charlotte Field Office’s Joint
Terrorism Task Force, was
among three former or current
FBI employees who appeared
before the House Judiciary Se-
lect Subcommittee on the Weap-
onization of the Federal Govern-
ment over how the bureau is
allegedly “purging” agents and
other employees with conserva-
tive political views.
However, in a letter to the

subcommittee’s chairman, Ohio
Republican Rep. Jim Jordan, FBI
Assistant Director Christopher
Dunham said Allen’s top-secret
security clearance had been
revoked by his Charlotte superi-
ors this month after he had
“expressed sympathy for per-
sons or organizations that ad-
vocate, threaten or use force or

BofA,
Charlotte FBI
drawn into
dispute over
Jan. 6
BY MICHAEL GORDON
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com
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