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While record infl�ation levels, lack of housing aff�ordability and a
high cost of living complicate Buncombe County’s 2024 fi�scal year
planning, the recommended budget includes increased spending for
a slate of board priorities — such as $6.6 million in additional public
safety dollars, which will fund 24 new positions, fi�ve ambulances and
investments to training, inmate medical and the Family Justice Cen-
ter. 

It also includes a 7.28% cost of living salary increase for all regular
employees, encompassing 1,776 positions in the general fund, said
Budget Director John Hudson, and no property tax increases. 

Buncombe’s total proposed 2024 operational budget is $602.6
million, including a general fund budget of $423.5 million, a 3.5% in-
crease from the 2023 amended budget. According to the 2024 recom-
mended annual budget in brief, the increase is driven by new posi-
tions, spending on education and investment in commissioner’s fi�ve
top priorities, which are:

h Public Safety and Expansion of Emergency Medical Services
h Homelessness and Continuum of Care
h Early Childhood Education Workforce Development
h Consolidation of School Systems
h Infrastructure in Unincorporated and Growth Areas

Public safety, property taxes?
The recommended FY 2024 budget proposes $90.3 million for Buncombe County Schools. ASHEVILLE CITIZEN TIMES FILE PHOTO 

What to know in Buncombe FY 24 budget
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See BUDGET, Page 14A

ASHEVILLE – Police body camera
footage of white offi�cers’ violent arrest
of a Black man that included him being
pinned by the neck could be released
“in days,” according to the city attor-
ney who is seeking a court order to
make the videos public.

City Attorney Brad Branham made
the statement to the Asheville Human
Relations Commission May 18, a day
before his offi�ce fi�led a civil action ask-
ing a Buncombe County Superior
Court judge to release the videos of the
May 13 arrest of Devon Lewis Raysh-
awn Whitmire, 27.

In a response to a question from a
commission member about how long
the legal process would take, Branham
said it was not clear yet on which day
the hearing would be, “but we expect
that this won’t take a long, long time. I
would imagine days, perhaps maybe a
week or so.”

Bodycam footage is not public rec-
ord, by North Carolina law, though
those recorded in it have a right to view
it, typically at law enforcement head-
quarters. But law enforcement agen-
cies are forbidden from releasing
copies unless someone obtains a court
order. Those are easier to get for people
recorded in the videos, though others,
including members of the general pub-
lic or the city can get a release based on
reasons such as a compelling public
interest. 

In the May 19 court fi�ling, the city
said releasing the recording “would
provide the public with a fuller picture
of this incident than is currently pub-
licly available. This would advance the
public’s very strong and compelling
interest in transparency with respect
to law enforcement, and ensuring that
perceptions of this incident are based
on complete and accurate facts.”

Asheville Police Department Chief
David Zack is supporting the footage
being made public — according to the
court fi�ling and a city news release —
likely in hopes of off�ering a counter-
narrative to criticism over Whitmire’s
May 13 arrest, which was captured on
bystander video and which activists
said showed lack of de-escalation by
offi�cers and use of lethal force, issues,
activists said, were tied in with race.

Criticism has persisted despite de-
terminations by District Attorney
Todd Williams that there was no prob-
able cause to call for a state criminal
investigation into offi�cers’ actions and
APD’s internal investigators who said
there were no violations of depart-
ment policy, which includes de-esca-
lation requirements and prohibitions
on choke holds, except in life-threat-
ening situations.

Human Relations Commission
member Daniel Young said at the
meeting that he understood Whitmire
had “mental health issues” but that
there was no recognition of that.
Young, who is Black, said it seemed
city offi�cials were “OK with our kids
being traumatized by these by these
gang-related police offi�cers.”

See POLICE VIDEO, Page 14A
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Who could be
getting what?

$115.7M –
Education, it was
$109.2M in the
amended 2023
budget.

$94.5M –
Human services,
it was $94.6M in
the amended
2023 budget.

$89.6M –
Public safety, it
was $83.05M in
the amended
2023 budget.

An encampment at Haywood Street Congregation in 2022.
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