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WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden and

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
will meet in person on Monday
as the government races against
a looming deadline to raise

America’s debt limit before
federal funds potentially run dry
early next month.
The leaders spoke by phone

Sunday as the president re-
turned home on Air Force One
after the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Japan. McCarthy, R-Cal-
if., told reporters at the Capitol
that the call was “productive”

and that the on-again, off-again
negotiations would resume later
in the day.
Both sides have said progress

was being made but that they
remain far apart. Biden’s Trea-
sury Department has said it
could run out of cash as soon as

Biden, McCarthy
to meet for more
debt ceiling talks
BY ZEKEMILLER, JOSH BOAK AND
STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press
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The National Debt Clock in Times Square in New York showed the
national debt as of Tuesday. President Joe Biden and Congress are
negotiating on a bill to raise the debt ceiling before June 1, when the
U.S. would likely start defaulting on its obligations.

SEE DEBT, 3A

Using the Jobs Calculator
developed by the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Atlanta, com-
bined with forecasts for peak
unemployment, here’s a look at
how job losses could accumu-
late. Among economists who
expect a downturn, the average
of 15 predictions suggests that

Most Wall Street economists
expect the U.S. to fall into re-
cession during the coming year.
What does that mean for Amer-
ican workers?

the U.S. economy will shed
some 1.7 million jobs over the
next year-and-a-bit – roughly
120,000 a month.
Of course, every recession is

different, with an impact that
depends on lots of things in-
cluding what caused it and how
long it lasts. In some cases

unemployment reaches its
highest point while the econo-
my is still shrinking, and in
others the peak comes months
after the downturn has official-
ly ended.
Forecasting if and when a

RACHEL JESSEN Bloomberg

Atom Power headquarters in Huntersville, North Carolina, in January. Most Wall Street economists expect the U.S. to fall into recession
during the coming year.

Even mild US recession comes
with steep price in lost jobs
BY READE PICKERT AND ALEX
TANZI
Bloomberg
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The similarities were striking
as Democratic gubernatorial
candidate Brandon Presley held
a news conference at the state
Capitol last week to unveil his
ethics reform package just as
Jim Hood did in 2019.

Both also blis-
tered their Re-
publican oppo-
nent, Gov. Tate
Reeves.
“It’s time for us

to throw the
money changer
out of the temple
— I’m talking
about Tate

Reeves,” then-Democratic gu-
bernatorial candidate Hood said
in October 2019 during his state
Capitol news conference on
ethics reform.“… He’s been
transactional. Every bill he’s
passed, it’s been to get cam-
paign contributions back.”
Just a few days ago, Presley

stood on the steps of the same
Capitol building and said, “Tate
Reeves will not tackle corrup-
tion. Let me say that again, he
will not tackle corruption. He
doesn’t have the guts to do it. It
will make too many of his bud-
dies mad and it will upset the
system that he has benefited
from for the entire time he’s
been in state service.”
While there were differences

in their proposals, both in gener-
al touted more governmental
transparency, openness and
guardrails to curb the influence

Presley’s
campaign
tracks Hood
on issues

BY BOBBY HARRISON
Mississippi Today
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Brandon
Presley

The U.S. Department of State
is currently seeing “unpreceden-
ted demand” for international
travel this year.
In fact, the State Department

said 2023 could surpass all pre-
vious records and become the

highest demand year ever.
During the winter months, the

State Dept. received more than
500,000 passport applications.
Since March, processing times
have been 10-13 weeks. Expedit-
ed applications are estimated to
take 7-9 weeks.
However, that doesn’t ac-

count for the two weeks it takes
for the application to be re-
ceived and the time it takes for

it to be delivered.
“We encourage all Americans

to check their passport expira-
tion date before making any
definitive plans for international
travel, and to take action to
renew their passport well in
advance of international travel
this year,” warned the State
Department on its website.

HOW TO GET A PASSPORT:
First-time applicants will need

to download and print out an
application online. First-time
passport applications must be
submitted in person at a pass-
port center, while renewals can
be submitted via mail.

The department advises appli-
cants to:

A Make sure the image of the
application covers the entire
page.

A Use vertical, portrait format.
Do not print your form
horizontally. Doing so will
cause delays with your
application.

A Print your form single-sided on
8.5 inch by 11 inch letter-sized
paper. We do not accept
double-sided forms.

A The only handwritten marks we
will accept when you use the
Form Filler tool are your
original signature and date.

You’ll also need specific docu-
ments to go with your applica-
tion: original proof of U.S. citi-
zenship (which can be an ex-
pired passport, birth certificate
or a certificate of citizenship); a
photocopy of your proof of citi-
zenship; a passport photo; an ID;
and a photocopy of your ID.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
First-time applicants (16 and

older) will need to pay two fees:
an application fee of $130 and
an acceptance fee of $35. If you
also need a passport card, for

US passport wait
times at record high
BY MONAMOORE AND CHELSEA
MADDEN
momoore@mcclatchy.com
cmadden@mcclatchy.com
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