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What Lemonis must 
do to fi�x MSU baseball
SPORTS, 1B

What is happening with Jackson’s
water system woes? 

The Mississippi capital city’s ongo-
ing water system crisis looks to be tak-
ing another turn as the city’s federally
appointed water manager is on the
verge of taking over Jackson’s sewer
system as well. That revelation came
on May 9, seven months after Ted
Henifi�n was appointed to address the
city’s water troubles. The water sys-
tem partially failed in August 2022 and
left people waiting in lines for water to
drink, bathe, cook and fl�ush toilets.

So what does it mean for the Mis-
sissippi community if Henifi�n also
takes over the sewer system and what
does the future of Jackson’s water sys-
tem look like?

U.S. District Court Judge plans to
give Ted Henifi�n more control

Henifi�n took over the reins of Jack-
son’s water system in November 2022
after a partial collapse of the system,
now U.S. District Court Judge Henry
Wingate said at a May 11 hearing that
he plans on placing Jackson’s sewer
system under his authority as well. 

Wingate ordered attorneys to write
an order that would combine the city’s
sewer consent decree with its federal
order that resulted in Henifi�n’s ap-
pointment, WLBT-TV reported. The
judge requested attorneys fi�nish the
draft in two weeks.

“Every day that goes by, we run the
risk of escalating our problem,” Win-
gate said at the May 9 hearing.

See SEWER, Page 3A
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Ola Crockett has some words of wis-
dom for people facing adversity. She
should know. She’s faced plenty of it in
her 94 years.

“The main thing is, you need to go to
school and get your spiritual life in or-
der,” she said. 

Crockett, who grew up in rural Madi-
son County, survived childhood in the
Jim Crow South and went on to raise a
family of fi�ve children with her hus-
band, the late Rev. Isom Crockett, in
Jones County.

That, too, was no easy task. The
Crocketts, like many other Black fam-
ilies in Mississippi, were investigated by
the Mississippi Sovereignty Commis-
sion in the 1960s.

The Sovereignty Commission was
formed in 1956 to fi�ght federal demands
to end desegregation in schools follow-
ing the landmark Supreme Court deci-
sion in Brown vs. Board of Education in
1954.

“The Commission’s objective was to
‘do and perform any and all acts deemed
necessary and proper to protect the sov-
ereignty of the state of Mississippi, and
her sister states …’ from perceived ‘en-
croachment thereon by the Federal Gov-
ernment or any branch, department or
agency thereof,’” the Mississippi De-
partment of Archives and History ex-
plained.

MDAH manages the now-public Sov-
ereignty Commission records and has
an online database where anyone can
look at the fi�les that were kept under
seal until 1998.

‘Go to school’

The Crocketts’ children were the fi�rst
to integrate Jones County schools in the
1960s — before laws were enacted in
Mississippi that ordered integration.
Federal law allowed it, so the children
could not be turned away.

“They opened up school choice, so
we chose to send our children to school 

Ola Crockett, 94, shares a lifetime 
of wisdom learned through adversity

Ola Crockett, 94, a Madison County native and Jones County resident.
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See CROCKETT, Page 4A

A conversation with Marty Stuart
convinces you that Barbara Mandrell’s
1981 song about being “country when
country wasn’t cool” is a falsehood. 

Country— like Stuart, one of its fi�nest
purveyors ever — is always cool.

Take a listen to Stuart’s May 19-re-
leased 19th studio album “Altitude” and
it is apparent that Stuart remains an es-
sential voice in the genre. 

“I’ve loved one-word album titled
since I made ‘Tempted (a 1991 album
that charted four singles on Billboard’s
Hot Country Songs chart),’” Stuart tells

The Tennessean in a dimly-lit basement
alcove at Q Prime, East Nashville’s re-
furbished gothic church-turned-offi�ce
space.

“‘Altitude’ gets above it all and looks
back at everything,” Stuart says.

As recently as six years ago, Stuart
and his band, the Fabulous Superla-
tives, won best duo or group of the year
at the Americana Music Honors &
Awards. At 64 years of age, he’s still —
like his mentor Johnny Cash (who was
in the throes of his Rick Rubin-produced
return to prominence) — timelessly es-
sential to the genre’s vibe and aesthet-
ics. He is one in a line of country artists
adding swagger to everything from cow-
boy boots and guitar solos to three-

chord songs and whiskey cocktails and
everything in-between.

“On this record, we came in hot, on
two wheels,” Stuart says. 

“I still want to dream without reser-
vation and make unapologetically cin-
ematic records that matter.”

“We couldn’t make anything other
than a ‘cosmic country’ album because
that’s what you do after attempting to
recreate The Byrds on tour with Chris
Hillman and Roger McGuinn for 30
shows on the (2018-2019) ‘Sweetheart
of the Rodeo’ tour,” he adds.

Stuart’s life is fi�lled with “hold up,
wait, you’re not serious” stories like 

Marty Stuart and His Fabulous Superlatives are out with their latest album, “Altitude.” NICOLE HESTER / THE TENNESSEAN

See STUART, Page 4A

‘Dream without reservations’
Marty Stuart and His Fabulous Superlatives’ 

timeless cool reaches a higher ‘Altitude’
Marcus K. Dowling
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