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MAJOR
Brooks Koepka earns the third PGA Champi-
onship of his career Sunday.
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SERVICE
Payton Orban says her love of 
service and people drove her to 
join the JC Schools Foundation.
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Mostly sunny 

Today’s high: 83 
Today’s low: 56
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■ WATERCOOLER
Animal rights activists protest octopus farm plans in Spain

Animal rights activists gathered Sunday in Madrid to protest plans for the construction of an octopus 
farm in Spain, saying there are no respective laws in the country and the European Union to guarantee the 
welfare of the animals in captivity.

The proposed farm, which aims to breed octopuses on a large scale in captivity, is scheduled to be built 
next year in the Canary Islands, a Spanish archipelago located in the Atlantic Ocean.

A few dozen people showed up to express their concerns regarding a project that plans to confine 3 mil-
lion octopuses in pools, despite these creatures being solitary predators in their natural habitat.

“It is similar to imprisoning tigers together. They will prey on one another and will also attempt to escape 
due to their high intelligence and adeptness,” said Jaime Posada, a spokesperson for the protest called by 
various animal welfare organizations.

Octopuses grown in captivity will behave differently from those in the wild, said Nova Pescanova, the sea-
food company promoting this farm. 

Since 2018, the company has run a pilot project in a research facility in northern Spain, where they have 
succeeded in breeding five captivity-born generations of the cephalopod.

$1.25
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Jonah Lanigan is all smiles upon being recognized as the recipient of the VFW Citizenship Award during Sunday’s 
commencement ceremony at the Helias High School graduation. Lanigan, Helias student council president, made 
remarks during the service.

Humility, kindness and gratitude.
Inspired by a song from country singer 

Tim McGraw, Sister Jean Dietrich offered 
the words as parting advice to Helias Cath-
olic High School’s graduating class at Sun-
day’s commencement ceremony. Dietrich 
said she had attended 51 graduations while 
serving in various roles at Helias, but Sun-
day was the first time she was asked to 
speak. The educator and former admin-
istrator announced her retirement earlier 
this year.

Dietrich told the 173 graduates she 
didn’t want to focus on the “God-given 

talents” each possessed, but rather how to 
put those talents to work for the betterment 
of those around them. She encouraged the 
graduates to embrace every moment and 
let their values drive their journey ahead.

“No matter how successful you become 
or how much you achieve, remember where 
you came from and the people who helped 
you get there,” Dietrich said in her keynote 
address. “Be grateful for every opportunity 
that comes your way, and always be willing 
to learn from others.”

The stands at Ray Hentges Stadium were 
packed for the Sunday afternoon com-
mencement ceremony. Helias Principal 
Spencer Allen commended students for 
persevering through a global pandemic, 
which began upending traditional class-
room instruction their freshman year.

“From everything we know about this 

experience, you should not have turned out 
as well adjusted as you have,” he said.

The class of 2023 was offered more than 
$4 million in total scholarships to attend 
institutions of higher education. The class 
includes 15 students with a 4.0 GPA, eight 
Bright Flight scholars, 60 students eligible 
for A+ scholarships and one student com-
mitted to joining the U.S. military. Several 
students were honored with awards at a 
ceremony May 10.

Student Council President Jonah Lani-
gan recounted some of the highlights from 
his past four years and said he was grateful 
the catholic high school furthered his edu-
cation and faith.

“Helias has given us the tools to be suc-
cessful wherever we end up in life,” he said. 

Helias graduates 173  
students at ceremony

KANSAS CITY (AP) — A 
security guard was one of the 
three people killed in a shoot-
ing at a Kansas City bar early 
Sunday that also wounded two 
others, including one critically 
wounded, according to family 
members.

Police haven’t yet identified 
the victims, and they didn’t 
release many details Sunday 
about what led to the shooting 
just before the Klymax Lounge’s 
1:30 a.m. closing time. And no 
one answered the phone at the 
bar Sunday afternoon after it was 
scheduled to open.

Honystye Chancellor told the 
Kansas City Star that her stepfa-
ther, 41-year-old Jason McCon-
nell, was killed in the shooting 
while working security at the 
door of the bar. After she rushed 
to the bar, Chancellor said, peo-
ple in the crowd told her that the 
shooting happened just as the 
local rapper who was perform-

ing at the club was leaving.
The rapper who performs 

under the name “Nutty Still 
Gassin” had posted a live video 
from the club earlier in the night 
before the shooting happened 
on his Facebook page.

Kansas City police said that 
when multiple officers arrived at 
the bar, they found five victims 
and began providing medical 
aid.

Police said two of the vic-
tims died at the scene — one 
was found inside the bar and 
the other was outside the build-
ing in Kansas City, Missouri. A 
third victim died at the hospital. 
Details about the circumstances 
that led to the shooting were 
not immediately available, and it 
wasn’t immediately clear where 
the victims were when they were 
shot.

Police said the victims were 

RUSSELLVILLE — Several 
all-terrain vehicle (ATV) riders 
threw dirt high into the air as 
they demonstrated their skills 
and helped raise funds for an 
upcoming fireworks display.

Riders slid around cones and 
raced to see who could get the 
best time in their age group or 
class Saturday at an ATV rodeo 
hosted by the Russellville Lions 
Club. The event made its return 
as the organization raises funds 
for its annual Fourth of July pic-
nic and fireworks show.

Russellville Lions Club pres-

ident Ben Mehrhoff said the 
event was well received, and 
the group intends to host more 
ATV rodeos.

“Everybody seemed to want 
them, so we’re going to go 
ahead and probably do another 
one,” he said. “We’re going to 
do more.”

Dana Frisby, Russellville 
Lions interim vice president, 
said the organization hasn’t 
held ATV rodeos in years 
despite having figure eight 
events. He added attendance 
Saturday was likely hampered 
by another event in Versailles.

“Right now we don’t have 
very many people out there, but 
this is the first one that we’ve 
done here,” he said. “So it’s kind 
of new to (the participants), and 
it is my understanding they’ve 
got one over in Versailles right 

now. … The more words we can 
get out about it, the more peo-
ple we’ll get.”

Event proceeds, Frisby said, 

will enable the organization to 
continue its tradition of lighting 

Russellville Lions 
Club fundraises  
for July 4 display

Speaker advises graduates  
to ‘be grateful,’ ‘willing to learn’

Police: 3 dead,  
2 wounded  

at KC bar shooting
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The Blair Oaks High School graduating Class of 2023 
enters the Falcon Athletic Complex for their commence-
ment ceremony Sunday night in Wardsville.

By Garrett Fuller
gfuller@newstribune.com

Please see Shooting, p. 3
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ATVs sling dirt at rodeo for fireworks

Please see Helias, p. 3

WARDSVILLE — Blair Oaks 
High School graduated “arguably 
the most successful academic 
class” in its history on Sunday, 
according to principal Chris Mar-
shall.

More than 100 graduates 
dressed in green marched to the 
field as “You’re Gonna Miss This” 
by country singer Trace Adkins 
played. They found their seats 
on the high school football field 
while a seat adorned in gradu-
ation material for Coty Veltrop, 
a member of the class who died 
in 2020, remained empty but not 
forgotten.

Marshall named each student 

at least once as he described how 
the class of 2023 met the year’s 
challenge to “lead the charge” in 
every way, from athletics to aca-
demics to band. He said the col-
lege and career readiness score 
the class achieved was “phenom-
enal.”

“I am not able to receive 
scores on other schools, but I do 
not believe any other school in 
Missouri can measure up to or 
surpass your group’s accomplish-
ment,” Marshall told the gradu-
ates.

Of the 107 seniors in the class, 
60 are going to four-year colleges 
and universities, 30 are going to 
two-year colleges or trade schools, 
10 are entering directly into the 
workforce and seven are joining 
the military. The senior class cel-
ebrated its accomplishments with 
awards at a breakfast last week.
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Jase Fischer, 7, of Tebbetts, dashes toward the finish 
line Saturday after rounding the last cone on the Rus-
sellville Lions Club’s dirt track.

Blair Oaks Falcons 
set to soar

More than 100 
graduate at Sunday’s 

ceremony 
By Ryan Pivoney

rpivoney@newstribune.com

Please see Falcons, p. 3


