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Cooped up:
Raising backyard
chickens takes
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how to do it.J. BEAN RGJ/USA TODAY NETWORK
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The Kansas City Council may
spend millions of taxpayer dol-
lars to aid the development of a
private airport parking firm that
will ultimately compete with the
city’s own parking services.
Legislation introduced by

three Northland Council mem-
bers would direct City Manager
Brian Platt to come up with a
plan to fund and construct two
new traffic circles off of In-
terstate 29 to help the new de-
velopment about a mile from
Kansas City International Air-
port.
Pat Klein, the city’s aviation

director who retires at the end

of the month, warned the coun-
cil about spending city funds to
aid the private parking oper-
ation.
“I am concerned with the City

funding developer’s responsib-
ilities,” he wrote in an email to
council members. “It is a prece-
dent that should be looked at

KC may subsidize
private airport
parking development
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A sign in front of the Ambassador Building, 12200 N. Ambassador
Drive in Kansas City, touts the Peachy Airport Parking operation
planned by developer Richard Chaves Jr.SEE DEVELOPMENT, 6A

When former Missouri Demo-
cratic Gov. Jay Nixon in 2013
vetoed a bill lifting a near-total
ban on foreign ownership of
agricultural land, the Repub-
lican-controlled General Assem-
bly overrode him. Today, for-
eign entities own more than
100,000 acres across the state.
A decade later, that vote

looms over the 2024 race for
governor.
The veto override allowed

foreign entities to own up to 1%
of agricultural land and most
proposals in the legislature now
would either lower that thresh-
old to 0.5% or reimpose the
ban. Now, the major Republican
candidates for governor all sup-
port tighter limits on foreign
ownership or a new ban, reflect-
ing how far the party has moved
in 10 years.
As the Republican Party na-

tionally has shifted away from
support for free trade and
adopted an increasingly hawkish
stance toward China, foreign
land ownership has become a
political liability – and opportu-
nity – ahead of the 2024 elec-
tion.
Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe was a

state senator in 2013 and
supported the veto override, but
now backs new restrictions.
Missouri Secretary of State Jay
Ashcroft and state Sen. Bill
Eigel, neither of whom were in
the legislature at the time, also
support limits but have fought
over who has staked out the
most aggressive position.
The General Assembly’s

annual session ended last week
with lawmakers failing to pass
additional restrictions. Most big
GOP priorities, including on
agriculture, were blocked by
filibusters and Republican in-
fighting in the state Senate.
While lawmakers are expect-

ed to try again early next year,
the collapse of the effort clears
the way for foreign agricultural
land ownership to play a central
role in the Republican race for
governor until at least January –

MO
governor’s
race erupts
over foreign-
owned
farmland
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SEE FARMLAND, 2A

ing at Klymax Lounge, 4242
Indiana Ave., and found five
victims all believed to be
adults, said Officer Donna
Drake, a spokeswoman for the
Kansas City Police Department.
Two people were pronounced

dead at the scene and another
three were transported to the
hospital by emergency medical

Three people died and two
were injured following a shoot-
ing early Sunday at a nightclub
in Kansas City, police said.
Officers responded around

1:25 a.m. to reports of a shoot-

crews. Officials said one of the
deceased victims was found
outside the lounge and the
other was located inside.
A short time later, one of the

people transported to the hospi-
tal was pronounced dead.
Another person at the hospi-

tal was in critical condition, and
the other was considered sta-

ble, Drake said.
On Sunday, a family member

identified one victim killed in
the shooting as Jason McCon-
nell, who worked security at the
nightclub.
By some definitions, the

shooting could be considered a

ANDREA KLICK - THE KANSAS CITY STAR

Klymax Lounge, 4242 Indiana Ave., Kansas City, is pictured on Sunday morning. Hours earlier, three people were killed and two injured in a
shooting there.

Three dead, two injured after
shooting at Klymax Lounge
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COLUMBIA
In the heart of Kansas City’s

Hospital Hill neighborhood sits
a nearly 20-year-old mental

health hospital that officials say
is in dire need of repair.
The state-owned 115-bed

hospital Center for Behavioral
Health, previously called
Western Missouri Mental
Health Center, opened at its
current facility in 2004. The
state operates 65 of the beds

and houses patients who have
been deemed incompetent to
stand trial. University Health
leases the other half of the
building and operates the re-
maining 50 beds.
“It is in terrible disrepair. I

toured it a few weeks ago and, I
mean, we should not have hu-

mans living there. Just the lack
of sunlight, I can’t even de-
scribe it,” state Sen. Greg Raz-
er, a Kansas City Democrat,
told The Star.
As part of the state’s massive

$50 billion budget, Missouri
lawmakers this year approved
$300 million to build a new
psychiatric hospital near the
current site and expand its
capacity to provide in-patient
psychiatric care in the western
half of the state. Republican

MO lawmakers want to spend
$300M to replace psych hospital
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