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THE GROUP OF SEVEN SUMMIT CLOSED 
IN HIROSHIMA ON SUNDAY WITH A 
STRONG FOCUS ON UKRAINE, STEERING 
THE LIMELIGHT AWAY FROM OTHER 
PRIORITIES OF THE FORUM.   A4
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Airlines can ban passengers for bad behavior even if they haven’t been convicted of a crime, though that doesn’t carry over to 
other airlines. The FBI maintains the federal no-fly list as a subset of the Terrorist Screening Database.    Shutterstock illustration

Hannah Sampson   Washington Post

Seeking to keep violent passengers 
grounded, a trio of lawmakers have again 
introduced legislation that would create a 
no-fly list for people who act up in the air.

Under the measure, people who were 
fined for or convicted of “serious physical 
violence and abuse” while traveling 
by air would not be allowed to f ly on 
commercial planes. The Transportation 
Securit y Administration would be 
charged with creating and managing the 
banned fliers list.

The bill, called the Protection from 
Abusive Passengers Act, has bipartisan 
support: Its sponsors are Sen. Jack Reed, 
D-R.I., Rep. Eric Swalwell, D-Calif., and 
Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, R-Pa. The group 
filed the same legislation last year, to no 
avail.

The lawmakers held a news confer-
ence in late March to reintroduce the bill, 
alongside flight attendants from South-
west, Frontier and American airlines who 
described how they were assaulted on 
the job. Members of unions representing 
pilots, flight attendants and other trans-
portation workers also attended.

TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCES 
Cher Taylor, a Frontier Airlines flight 

attendant, described an altercation in 
July 2021 when one passenger assaulted 
another over a carry-on bag dispute while 
shouting racial epithets. She said the 
white passenger walked toward her still 

shouting the racist word and threatening 
to kill people.

“I was crying. I was traumatized,” 
said Taylor, who is Black. She said it took 
months of therapy before she was able to 
return to work. “I’m still haunted by this 
incident,” she said.

Southwest flight attendant Jennifer 
Vitalo said she was hospitalized for about 
10 days and didn’t return to work for 15 
months after she was assaulted on a plane 
while it was still on the ground.

“I can say thanks to the grace of God 
and the people that I had supporting me, 
I was able to return to work,” she said. 
Vitalo said part of the “sustained trauma” 
that she’s experienced is knowing that 
someone who assaults a crew member on 
one airline would still be allowed to book a 
flight with another.

“We deserve to go to work and to come 
home in the same shape that we were in 
when we got there,” she said. “So this leg-
islation helps us to be able to do just that.”

Pedro “Pete” Enriquez, a flight atten-
dant for 36 years, said he was on a flight 
between Miami and London in January 
when he told a passenger to return to his 
seat. The man refused, called Enriquez 
“a fat bald” expletive, spit in his face and 
punched him in the eye, he said, prompt-
ing the plane to return to Miami.

Enriquez said the man was only sen-
tenced to community service and a fine. 

“It is disappointing to me that a pas-
senger who was arrested for physically 
assaulting and spitting in a flight atten-
dant’s face can continue to fly on com-
mercial airplanes in the United States,” 
he said.

Airlines can ban passengers for bad 
behavior even if they haven’t been con-
victed of a crime, though that doesn’t 
carry over to other airlines. The FBI main-
tains the federal no-fly list as a subset of 
the Terrorist Screening Database, which 
includes people who are either “known 
terrorists” or are reasonably suspected of 
being involved in terrorism. 

Last year, Delta Air Lines CEO Ed Bas-
tian asked the federal government to 
expand that no-fly list to include people 
who were convicted for disrupting flights.

As travelers returned to the air after the 
pandemic started — many chafing at a fed-
eral mask mandate — disruptive behavior 
on planes soared. The Federal Aviation 
Administration reported that there were 
nearly 6,000 reports of unruly passengers 
in 2021, with 1,113 investigations launched 
and $5 million in fines proposed.

The number of incidents dropped 

in 2022, with 2,456 unruly passenger 
reports and 831 investigations started. 
But the penalties climbed: The FAA pro-
posed more than $8.4 million in fines 
against unruly passengers last year.

In 2019, only 146 investigations were 
launched into unruly behavior.

AIR RAGE CONTINUES
In March, a United Airlines passenger 

was charged with interfering with a flight 
crew using a dangerous weapon after he 
allegedly tried to open an emergency 
door and jab a flight attendant’s throat 
with a broken spoon. Flight attendants 
have been punched in the back of the 
head, in the face and had teeth knocked 
out in recent years.

U. S. At torney Genera l Merrick 
Garland told prosecutors to prioritize 
investigations involving disruptive air 
passengers in 2021.

“Mask mandates have ended. Still, the 
epidemic of air rage continues and this 
elevated level of in-flight violence has to 
stop,” Reed said in a statement. “We must 
do more to protect employees and the 
traveling public.”

In an advisor y announcing the 
legislation, the lawmakers said banning 
people from flights would “serve as a 
strong deterrent.”

Travelers would be considered abusive 
if they have been convicted of physically 
or sexually assaulting a crew member on 
a commercial flight, or threatening to do 
so; causing an imminent thread to the 
safety of a plane or people on it; assault-
ing a federal or airline employee with 
security duties at an airport; or com-
mitting other assaults, threats or intim-
idation against a crew member during 
a flight. They could also be placed on

WASHINGTON

Lawmakers again push for a no-fly list 
for violent passengers

Those who are fined for or 

convicted of “serious physical 

violence and abuse” while 

traveling by air would not be 

allowed to fly if the bill passes. 

The ACLU isn’t on board. 

A bipartisan task force 

investigating Michigan’s 

electric grid will travel 

across the state to hear 

firsthand accounts.
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Problems with Michigan’s unreliable 
electric grid have culminated in lawmak-
ers taking a new approach to tackle what 
has become a recurring issue.

The Energy Reliability, Resilience and 
Accountability Task Force will investi-
gate the state’s power grid in response 
to the prolonged outages experienced by 
hundreds of thousands of people in back-
to-back ice storms earlier this year.

“It’s a new day here in Michigan and a 
new era of accountability,” said state Rep. 
Helena Scott, D-Detroit, at a news confer-
ence announcing the task force last week.

Scott, chair of the House Energy, 
Communications and Technology Com-
mittee, will lead the nine-member bipar-
tisan task force of seven Democrats and 
two Republicans.

Creation of the task force, she said, 
stemmed from committee hearings in 
which she heard testimony from upset 
utility customers who lost groceries, 
medicine and even breast milk when 
they went days without power.

“We are going to keep our promises to 
all of our residents by delivering reliable,

Garret Ellison   gellison@mlive.com

L A NSI NG — The Michigan Department 
of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy 
is dividing $15.3 million among 16 dam 
removal or repair projects.

Funding is through the Dam Risk 
Reduction Grant Program, created in 
2022 to reduce the risk of dam failure 
around Michigan after May 2020 
flooding.

The money is going to various 
counties, municipalities, nonprofits, 
proper t y owner associations a nd 
other entities to augment existing 
infrastructure projects that are intended 
to improve floodplain connectivity and 
recreational opportunities, as well as 
restore severed aquatic systems.

The largest sum is going to the city 
of Ypsilanti for removing the decaying 
Peninsular Power Dam, a high hazard 
dam on the Huron River long eyed for 
removal.

Funded projects include:
    › The city of Ypsilanti will receive $3.8 

million to remove the poor-condition 
Peninsular Paper Dam and restore 
that section of the Huron River to a 
free-flowing waterway.

    › The River Raisin Watershed Council 
will receive $2.5 million to remove the
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16 dam 
projects share 
$15.3 million 
in grants

POWER OUTAGES

Power got 
you down? 
Lawmakers 
want to hear it.

HOW UNRULY

146
In 2019, only 146 investigations were 
launched into unruly behavior on airplanes.

1,113
The number of investigations  
launched in 2021 out of nearly  
6,000 reports of unruly passengers.

831
The number of investigations started in 
2022 out of 2,456 unruly passenger reports.
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