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For these inmates, parole debate isn’t hypothetical
Members of the Maine State Prison Debate team are at the heart of 
stalled legislative efforts to reinstate parole for the first time in 40 years.

Ben McCanna/Staff Photographer

Patricia Cabrito holds son Ryan Toubaji, 2, outside the Portland Public Schools district office in Portland earlier 
this month after enrolling her daughters Emilia Toubaji, left, 6, and Fatima Toubaji, 5, in kindergarten. Emilia will 
start at the end of the year, while Fatima will start next year. The family recently moved from Angola to Portland.

Andy Molloy/Kennebec Journal

Mal Leary in his Augusta studio at the State House 
in 2021. He covered Maine politics for decades. His 
wife, Susan, said he was a tough reporter with “high 
standards and extremely strong morals.”

By LANA COHEN
Staff Writer

In a fluorescent-lit basement room 
decorated with a world map and a post-
er with flags of different nations, retired 
Portland teacher Linda Stimson pulled 
out a picture book and showed it to 
6-year-old Emilia Toubaji.

“Do you know what that is?” asked 
Stimson, pointing to a picture of an el-
ephant.

Emilia stared quietly at the table in 
front of her, slowly swinging her legs 
back and forth, before quietly whisper-
ing “elephant.”

Emilia and her family recently moved 
from Angola to Portland, and earlier this 
month arrived at the Portland school 

district’s central office to enroll Emilia 
in kindergarten for the end of the year. 
Her sister Fatima, 5, enrolled to start 
kindergarten next year.

A rapid influx of families seeking asy-
lum has stretched the capacity of the 
city’s school district to welcome new 
students, most of whom do not speak 
English. The district has tripled the ca-
pacity of its intake team by bringing on 
additional staff, including Stimson and 
other retirees, and appealing for sup-
port from classroom teachers.

The additional staff have helped the 
district manage the sheer number of 
students who arrive on a weekly basis. 

Portland has enrolled more than 800 students whose primary language  
is not English this school year – about twice the rate of the previous year.

Leo Hylton, 33, an inmate at Maine State Prison, participated in a debate 
tournament earlier this month during which prisoners advocated for the 
reestablishing of parole in Maine. Hylton was given a 90-year sentence, at 
least 50 of which he’ll spend behind bars, for attempted murder. Derek Davis/Staff Photographer

We get students 
who have been 

out of school for 
years. Sometimes they 
have moved around 
so much they weren’t 
anywhere long enough 
(to go to school).”

JEN TURKEWITZ
Portland Public Schools  
intake specialist

“

By BONNIE WASHUK
Staff Writer

Longtime Maine Public Radio po-
litical journalist Mal Leary, who was 
known for asking tough but fair ques-
tions of the state’s most powerful peo-
ple, died Saturday night at the age of 
72.

Leary, of Augusta, had been hospi-
talized with diabetes and heart com-
plications. He died about six hours af-
ter being moved to hospice care, said 

his wife, Susan Leary.
Leary covered state politics for de-

cades, reporting for newspapers, ra-
dio and TV, and also ran his own news 
service. Generations of Mainers can 
easily identify his no-nonsense style 
of reporting. He retired in 2021 after 
a 45-year career.

Leary grew up in the town of Vea-
zie near Bangor and was a political 
science major at the University of 
Maine. He started his career in the 
mid-1970s as a print reporter for the 
United Press International wire ser-
vice.

In 1983 he started the Capitol News 
Service, providing state govern-
ment news to newspapers and radio 
stations across the state, including 
Maine Public’s radio stations. He 

became Maine Public’s state house 
bureau chief in 1995, then left in 2000 
to run his Capitol News Service again 
until 2012 when he came back to 
Maine Public, as the managing editor 
of the TV network’s “Capitol Connec-
tion” political coverage and covered 
politics for the radio network.

“He brought a lot of work home with 
him,” Susan Leary said. “During the 
legislative session he wasn’t home a 
whole lot, just long enough to change 
and fall into bed. He was honest. He 
had high standards and extremely 
strong morals.”

Gov. Janet Mills and Congresswom-
an Chellie Pingree released state-
ments, praising Leary following news 

Known as the dean of the State 
House press corps, he covered 
politics for 45 years for TV, 
radio and print, and even 
started his own news service.

By EMILY ALLEN
Staff Writer

It’s quiet when Leo Hylton, 33, ap-
proaches the podium in the visiting area 
of Maine State Prison.

His teammates, dressed in blue polos, 
sit to his left. Their opponents, the Wake 
Forest University team in North Carolina, 
are attending via Zoom.

They are debating whether the U.S. 
should abolish the use of life sentences 
without parole. The prompt is hypothet-
ical, but the topic is personal for Maine 
inmates, who haven’t been able to apply 
for parole since it was abolished in 1976.

“Life without parole is a death sentence. 
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By RACHEL SIEGEL,  
PAUL KANE, TYLER PAGER  

and JEFF STEIN
The Washington Post

A day after partisan acrimony 
disrupted talks around the debt 
ceiling, President Biden and 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
agreed to restart negotiations 
Sunday, sending a newly hopeful 
signal that the two parties might 
avoid an economic catastrophe 
as few as 11 days 
away.

The two leaders 
spoke by phone 
Sunday and 
agreed to dispatch 
their chief emis-
saries for further 
staff talks at 6 p.m. 
before Biden and 
McCarthy, R-Ca-
lif., connect again 
in Washington on 
Monday. Going 
into those discus-
sions, McCarthy 
and fellow negoti-
ator Rep. Garret 
Graves, R-La., un-
derscored that the 
crux of the talks 
concerns the ex-
tent and duration 
of new restrictions 
on federal spend-
ing.

Once that fun-
damental piece is 
in place, Graves 
said, “everything 
else cascades.”

N e g o t i a t i o n s 
between White 
House and Re-
publican emissar-
ies had been stymied over core 
spending and policy issues, with 
talks breaking down for part of the 
day on Friday before resuming 
later that night. A final agreement 
is increasingly seen as one that 
hinges on a deal between Biden 
and the House GOP.

President Biden 
and House 
Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy, 
R-Calif., spoke 
Sunday, setting 
the stage for 
a high-stakes 
week that will 
determine 
whether leaders 
can come to an 
agreement or 
upend the global 
economy
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