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A new GOAT: Taylor Swift 
scores big in concert at Gillette
LOCAL , 3A

WASHINGTON – Debt limit talks be-
tween the White House and House Re-
publicans stopped, started and stopped
again Friday at the U.S. Capitol, a dizzy-
ing series of events in high-stakes nego-
tiations to avoid a potentially cata-
strophic federal default.

President Joe Biden’s administration
is reaching for a deal with Republicans
led by House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
as the nation faces a deadline as soon as

June 1 to raise the country’s borrowing
limit, now at $31 trillion, to keep paying
the nation’s bills. Republicans are de-
manding steep spending cuts the Dem-
ocrats oppose.

Negotiations came to an abrupt
standstill earlier in the day when Mc-
Carthy said it’s time to “pause” talks.
But the negotiating teams convened
again in the evening only to quickly call
it quits for the night. 

Biden, attending the Group of Seven
summit in Japan, continued to express
optimism that an agreement will be
reached, saying that negotiating hap-

pens “in stages.”
“I still believe we’ll be able to avoid a

default and get something done,” he
said. 

His press secretary, Karine Jean-
Pierre, earlier had acknowledged the
diffi�culty of the talks. 

“There’s no question we have serious
diff�erences,” she said, without outlining
any of them. 

Top Republican negotiators for Mc-
Carthy said after the evening session
that they were uncertain on next steps,
though it’s likely discussions will re-
sume over the weekend. The White

House publicly expressed optimism
that a resolution could be reached if par-
ties negotiated in “good faith.”

“We reengaged, had a very, very can-
did discussion, talking about where we
are, talking about where things need to
be, what’s reasonably acceptable,” said
Rep. Garret Graves, R-La., a top McCar-
thy ally leading the talks for his side.

Another Republican negotiator, Rep.
Patrick McHenry of North Carolina, was
asked if he was confi�dent an agreement
over budget issues could be reached
with the White House. He replied, “No.”

As the White House team left the
nighttime session, counselor to the 

‘Serious diff�erences’ in debt talks
Biden optimistic a deal can be reached with GOP
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WORCESTER – Summer doesn’t
start until June 21, but it’s not too early
for Worcester residents to think about
how to beat the heat as climate change
presents a consistent threat.

Those who prepare may save them-
selves from oppressive conditions, es-
pecially since temperatures are expect-
ed to be hotter than normal this sum-
mer, a 50% to 60% likelihood in Massa-
chusetts, according to the National
Weather Service. 

What does this percentage mean for
Worcester?

For perspective, the average high
monthly temperature in Worcester in
June, July and August stands at 74, 80
and 78, respectively. 

Those fi�gures for New England’s sec-
ond-largest city are calculated by the
National Weather Service using the
years 1991 to 2020.

Meanwhile, it’s impossible to know if
the percentage means Worcester will
shatter daily heat records in the city that
stand at 98 degrees in June (recorded in
1952), 102 in July (recorded in 1911) and
99 in August (recorded in 1944). 

If those records are smashed or tem-
peratures hover near them, Worcester
residents will need places to cool off�. 

Plan now,
chill out
later as it
gets hot
Brutal summer heat
forecast for region

Henry Schwan
Worcester Telegram & Gazette
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Mike Montanari puts on sunscreen
before a WooSox game in 90-degree
weather on July 24, 2022.
CHRISTINE PETERSON/TELEGRAM & GAZETTE, FILE

See SUMMER, Page 10A

WORCESTER – Not only is he the
club’s pianist and often guest organist
at Polar Park, 37-year-old Dave O’Brien
of Shrewsbury is a music teacher and
head of the music department at Abby
Kelley Foster Charter Public School.

“From very early on, I was exposed
to a variety of music and got hooked
onto the piano,” O’Brien said. “And,
from there, I really just took off� with it.”

Not only did he take off� with it,
O’Brien also took it to the ballgame, or
more specifi�cally WooSox home games
at Polar Park.

Earlier this week, O’Brien explained
how his personal passion of playing the
piano led him on an unexpected career
path, fi�rst as an educator, then a piano
player and now an organist for the
WooSox.

“Pianist, keyboardist, I kind of use
them interchangeably,” O’Brien said. “I
have a pretty easy policy: If you want
me to play organ, if you want me to play
piano, if you’re paying, I’m playing.”

Growing up in Wilbraham, O’Brien’s
father was the guitarist for a Spring-
fi�eld-based, female-led cover band,
Cutting Edge, which played selections
from popular female rock singers of the
‘90s, including Alanis Morissette and
Melissa Etheridge. Despite playing a
six-string, his father urged O’Brien to
pursue piano rather than the guitar.

“My dad was like, ‘Guitar players are
a dime a dozen. Why don’t you play the
piano? Here’s what you can do with the
piano,’ ” O’Brien recalled.

From there, O’Brien’s father intro-
duced his son to several popular al-
bums of the day, including Bruce
Hornsby and the Range’s “The Way It
Is” and Toto’s “Toto IV.”

“Toto’s ’Africa’ was a huge infl�uence,
that song specifi�cally. I listened to the
keyboards and now it has become more
my theme song,” O’Brien said. “It was
really neat, keyboard-driven stuff�. I
was like, oh, I can be a rock ‘n’ roller on
the piano.”

Although he started pounding the
skins on a drum kit, O’Brien shifted to
tickling the ivories in second grade. He
was initially attracted to the keyboard

because it made “really neat sounds,”
he said.

“You have all the notes of the orches-
tra there, from the very low to the very
high and everything in between,” O’Bri-
en said. “There’s so many bells and 

Organist Dave O’Brien performs at Polar Park before a Worcester Red Sox game Tuesday. RICK CINCLAIR/TELEGRAM & GAZETTE

All keyed up Music teacher doubles
on Polar Park keyboards
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“There’s sort of magic
for both. The team
seems to really enjoy
it. They keep having
me out. I have a blast
doing it. It’s such a
privilege and an honor
to be asked to do
things like that over
there.”
Dave O’Brien
Organist at Polar Park


