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98TH YEAR, NO. 326

BY DAVID J. MITCHELL
Staff writer

When the developers of the Conway subdivision intro-
duced themselves to Gonzales in 2015, they were proposing
something new for the area — the kind of highly planned,
old-school neighborhood made famous by them more than
two decades ago in Lafayette’s River Ranch.

With echoes of an old city neighborhood mixed with busi-
nesses and apartments, Conway’s developers pitched their
community as a step up from the norm in Ascension Parish,
with prime access to Interstate 10 and either Baton Rouge
or New Orleans.

The builders have made features out of the large live
oaks on the former 344-acre cattle ranch and honed archi-
tectural details, but residents say Conway has a significant
and unexpected problem now several years into construc-
tion: chronic street flooding that can linger for days after
moderate rain and at one point blocked the neighborhood’s
entrance.

As parish officials search for a solution, the street flood-
ing problem — which hasn’t inundated any homes — high-
lights the difficulties the fast-growing region has had in us-
ing a mix of private and public drainage systems to allow
continued home construction in flood-prone areas.

Pumping problems
Upscale Conway community in Ascension Parish
sees chronic street flooding after moderate rains

STAFF PHOTOS BY MICHAEL JOHNSON
A large retention pond separates phase one, left, and phase two of the Conway subdivision development in Gonzales on
Thursday. Ascension Parish officials believe the street flooding in the neighborhood that won’t drain easily is caused by a
wetlands conservation bank and perhaps other development outside the neighborhood. Bank officials dispute the claim.

Beaumont Drive in the Conway subdivision development in
Gonzales is prone to flooding after moderate rains.

Lemoine

BY MEGAN WYATT
Staff writer

When Louisiana native Blake Lem-
oine began working at Google, his
work focused on making Google
Search better for users.

He created models to better pre-
dict what kinds of content they would
be interested in. If you’ve ever seen
a suggested news story while using
Google, then you’ve directly inter-
acted with a system Lemoine helped
to build.

Little did he realize
that he would one day
find himself in the mid-
dle of the debate over
artificial intelligence
and its potential dan-
gers.

Lemoine, 41, was one
of the first to speak out
about ethics concerns surrounding
artificial intelligence chatbots after
he said a Google chatbot he was test-
ing seemed to be sentient, by behaving
anxiously similar to the way a human
does. After he published his conver-
sations with the chatbot last June, he
was fired by Google.

But lately, others have joined Lem-
oine in voicing concerns about AI.

Members of Congress questioned
experts during a Senate subcommittee
hearing last week about AI’s potential
risks and potential regulations.

Earlier this month, Geoffrey Hin-
ton, who is often considered the “god-
father of AI,” resigned from his posi-
tion at Google so he could speak freely
about his concerns.

Over 1,400 tech leaders, including
Tesla founder Elon Musk and Apple
co-founder Steve Wozniak, signed a
letter encouraging a pause in some AI
experimentation so safety protocols
could be established.

But for Lemoine, much of the current
debate over AI misses a crucial point:
These systems are being designed in a
tech world that has the biases of their
creators, who have largely secular and
libertarian viewpoints.

Ex-Google
engineer
raises

concerns
over AI

Louisiana native says
tech will have ‘huge
impact on society’
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“I think the only way we see to solve
the existing problems is a drainage
pump situation. There’s no way
around it, so we’re at that point.”

SHAUN SHERROW OF CSRSä See PROBLEMS, page 6A

BY MARK SCHLEIFSTEIN
Staff writer

A bumpy, 20-minute ride
on a “Star Wars”-like people
mover crosses new land, the
result of a nearly complete
marsh creation project in an
area that badly needs it.

The ride was part of a re-
cent tour to showcase the Up-
per Barataria Marsh Creation
project, built by pumping sed-
iment nearly 14 miles inland
from the Mississippi River.

Paid for with more than $181
million from the $5 billion set

aside by BP to restore natural
resources damaged during
the company’s 2010 Deepwa-
ter Horizon accident and oil
spill, the project overseen by
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration Fish-
eries will have built close to
1,200 acres of new land when
it is completed in October.

Some of the large polygons
of new land already are cov-
ered with marsh grasses,
while others are still a collec-
tion of brown, sandy patches,

New land emerges
in Barataria Basin
Project has pumped 8.4M cubic yards
of sediment nearly 14 miles inland

ä See BARATARIA, page 6A

Visitors tour a
portion of 1,200
acres of new land
being created
as part of the
Upper Barataria
Marsh Creation
project, about
22 miles south
of New Orleans
and just south
of Jean Lafitte in
the West Bank of
Jefferson Parish
on May 15.
The restoration
project is
expected to be
completed by the
end of October.
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