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Can Kishida’s diplomacy be a win at home?
AAnalysis

GABRIELE NINIVAGGI  
AND KANAKO TAKAHARA
HIROSHIMA
STAFF WRITERS

In a news conference on a balmy Sunday after-
noon as Hiroshima’s Atomic Bomb Dome 
loomed in the background, Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida underscored the role of the 
summit in sending a message of peace to the 
globe, bringing the curtain down on a momen-
tous Group of Seven leaders summit.

The fanfare surrounding the event masked 
a meeting that, while rich in symbolism, was 
meager on substance as Kishida looks to pivot 
to domestic issues, begging the question: Can 
the prime minister translate his diplomatic 
successes into gains at home?

Pictures of world leaders laying wreaths 
in memory of the city’s atomic bomb victims 
and visiting the Hiroshima Peace Memo-
rial Park’s museum — as well as footage of 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
surprise visit in Japan for the G7 meeting after 
a 9,000-kilometer trek — will be seared in the 

minds of many both in Japan and across the 
globe.

Speaking at the news conference, Kishida 
pointed to the significance of hosting the sum-
mit in Hiroshima at this time in history.

“We need to continue appealing to the 
world from Hiroshima that the use of nuclear 
weapons is something that could destroy man-
kind,” Kishida said.

But a closer look at the three days of talks 
reveals little more than reiterations of bland 
commitments and a message of unity on the 
challenge China represents, without a clear 

path forward. Zelenskyy’s arrival soon over-
shadowed Tokyo’s agenda for the multilateral 
talks, though it also lended weight to Kishida’s 
argument for a “realistic” approach to nuclear 
weapons.

Since Kishida became prime minister in 
2021, he had aimed to host the G7 summit 
in Hiroshima, his home district. The event 
was a once-in-a-lifetime chance for Kishida 
to showcase his long-held personal commit-
ment to promoting nuclear arms control and 
disarmament.

Once the venue for the summit was set 
in stone, Kishida managed to persuade G7 
leaders — all of whom either possess or are 
protected by nuclear bombs — to visit the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, where 
they had a chance to see firsthand the horrors 
of the weapons and listen to the account of a 
hibakusha.

Visiting the museum could have under-
mined the narrative of G7 countries justifying 
having nuclear weapons for deterrence, but 
under instructions from Kishida, Japanese 
officials reportedly negotiated with member 
countries so the leaders would not only visit, 

The Group of Seven 
summit was a 
once-in-a-lifetime 
chance for Kishida to 
showcase his long-
held personal 
commitment to 
promoting nuclear 
arms control and 
disarmament. POOL 
/ VIA REUTERS

Zelenskyy rallies Ukraine support at G7

GABRIEL DOMINGUEZ  
AND JESSE JOHNSON
HIROSHIMA
STAFF WRITERS

The Group of Seven summit in Hiroshima 
ended Sunday with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy making his case to 
both G7 leaders and invitees from eight 
nonmember states for further support in his 
country’s bid to repel Russian invaders and 
comparing the devastation in his country to 
that of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima.

“Russia has not used a nuclear weapon 
(against us),” Zelenskyy told a news confer-
ence. “But after their bombing, when you see 
the burned cities of Ukraine, it is similar to 
the photos that I’ve seen in the atomic bomb 
museum in Hiroshima.”

After arriving in dramatic fashion in the 
city a day earlier, the Ukrainian leader par-
ticipated in the final two sessions of the 
three-day summit: one on Russia’s invasion 
of his country and the other on peace and 
stability. The first featured the G7 leaders and 
the heads of India, Brazil and South Korea, 
while the other also included the leaders 
of the remaining five nonmember states 
invited as guests: Australia, Vietnam, Indo-
nesia, Comoros (current leader of the Afri-
can Union) and Cook Islands (current chair 
of the Pacific Island Forum).

A readout from the first session quoted 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida as saying that 
the G7 not only welcomed Zelenskyy’s “sin-
cere efforts toward a just and lasting peace,” 
but was also “united in its unwavering com-
mitment” to provide diplomatic, financial, 
humanitarian, and military assistance to 
Ukraine to the “fullest extent necessary.”

G7 leaders also reiterated their determi-
nation to restore peace to Ukraine and to 
defend the rules-based free and open inter-
national order.

While the readout did not quote Zelen-
skyy, the Ukrainian leader shared his impres-
sion of the session on Twitter.

“Together with all of our allies and part-
ners, we have achieved such a level of 
cooperation which ensures that democ-
racy, international law, and freedom are 
respected,” Zelenskyy wrote, adding that 

attempts to ignore and disregard “what we 
value are now impossible.”

“The more we all work together, the less 
likely anyone else in the world will follow 
Russia’s insane path,” he added, empha-
sizing the need for “global leadership of 
democracy.”

Determined to increase international pres-
sure on Moscow, Zelenskyy also emphasized 
at the summit the need for Russian forces to 
leave his country before any peace agree-
ment can be reached.

“As long as invaders remain on our land, 
no one will sit down at the negotiating table 
with Russia. The colonizer must get out. And 
the world has enough power to force Russia 
to restore peace step by step,” he wrote in a 
separate tweet.

He also drew attention to Kyiv’s proposed 
peace plan, known as the Ukrainian Peace 
Formula, noting that it has been framed in 
such a way that it ensures each of its points 
is backed by U.N. resolutions. Moreover, 
“everyone in the world can choose the track 

they can contribute to — from Japan to the 
Arab countries, from Europe to Latin Amer-
ica, we find support for our formula.”

Observers have been debating whether 
Ukraine should return to the negotiating 
table with Russia to end the war. However, 
there have been concerns that a cessation of 
hostilities could result in a new conflict fur-
ther down the line. To prevent this, Zelenskyy 
has been on a monthslong diplomatic push to 
promote his 10-point peace formula aimed at 
“making Russian aggression impossible.”

Unveiled in November 2022, the plan, 
which has been rejected by Moscow, calls 
for restoring Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity and state borders with Russia, nuclear 
safety, food and energy security, releasing all 
prisoners and deportees and establishing a 
special tribunal to prosecute Russian war 
crimes, among other things.

Zelenskyy’s Hiroshima visit comes amid 
Moscow’s claims that it has fully captured 
the largely destroyed eastern Ukrainian 
city of Bakhmut — claims Kyiv has refuted. 

Should the fall of the city be confirmed, 
this would mark an end to one of the lon-
gest and deadliest battles in the conflict 
thus far.

The reported Russian victory comes ahead 
of an expected Ukrainian counteroffensive 
that Kyiv hopes will turn the tide of the war 
in its favor.

Over the past 15 months, the G7, along 
with countries such as South Korea and Aus-
tralia, have been providing billions of dollars’ 
worth of military, humanitarian and finan-
cial aid to Kyiv.

Nevertheless, U.S. officials have report-
edly also been planning for the growing 
possibility that the war could turn into a 
frozen conflict that lasts many years — per-
haps decades — and join the ranks of simi-
lar lengthy faceoffs on the Korean Peninsula, 
South Asia and beyond.

According to Politico, options discussed 
by the U.S. include where to set potential 
lines that Ukraine and Russia would agree 
not to cross, but which would not have to be 
official borders. The discussions, while pro-
visional, have taken place across various U.S. 
agencies and in the White House, the website 
reported.

Zelenskyy also held a bilateral meet-
ing with U.S. President Joe Biden, who 
announced additional support for Kyiv with 
yet another arms package. The latest military 
aid will include additional HIMARS rock-
ets, artillery ammunition, anti-tank weap-
ons, armored medical treatment vehicles 
and trucks and trailers to transport heavy 
equipment, according to the U.S. State 
Department.

The Ukrainian leader tweeted that the two 
sides also discussed other key issues, includ-
ing further support for Ukraine’s defense 
capabilities, implementing Kyiv’s peace plan, 
reconstruction and economic recovery proj-
ects, as well as “the importance of obtaining 
security guarantees for Ukraine before our 
country joins NATO.”

In a news conference later Sunday, Biden 
stressed that the world was united behind 
Ukraine.

“Today, I once more assured President Zel-
enskyy, together with all G7 members and 
our allies and partners around the world, 
that we will not waver. (Russian President 
Vladimir) Putin will not break our resolve 
as he thought he could.”

Zelenskyy also visited the Hiroshima 
Memorial Peace Park to pay respects to 
victims of the atomic bombing and tour 
the atomic bomb museum before meeting 
Kishida later on Sunday.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy pose for a photo after laying wreaths in front of the cenotaph for the victims of the atomic bomb at the Hiroshima Peace 
Memorial Park on Sunday. POOL / VIA AFP-JIJI
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