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Michael Hauser Tov

Senior coalition leaders 
have been making “sig-
nificant” efforts in recent 
weeks “not to reignite the 
protests,” said government 
coalition sources. Coalition 
leaders have identified a 
drop in the intensity of the 
protests, both in terms of 
their size and the public’s 
enthusiasm, and are recal-
culating their next steps so 
as not to reverse this trend, 
said the coalition sources.

“The protests are what 
killed us, we can’t bring 
them back,” a senior coali-
tion leader told Haaretz. “So 
we think about every step 
that we make.” This can be 
seen in a number of deci-
sions and statements from 
politicians, who speak rela-
tively little about the coup 
against Israel’s judicial sys-
tem, except at demonstra-
tions.

Coalition leaders plan to 
coordinate positions with 
MK Yuli Edelstein and De-
fense Minister Yoav Gallant, 
both important figures in Li-
kud who opposed the plans 
to overhaul the legal system. 
Coalition members expect 
that any steps that would 
win the support of these two 
Likudniks will be accepted 
by the public with greater 
understanding. This is es-
pecially important when it 
comes to particular issues 
being negotiated under the 
auspices of President Isaac 
Herzog, such as limiting 
the courts’ use of the “rea-
sonableness standard” and 
the law on ministry legal 
advisers.

“If we bring the contro-
versial laws up now [for a 
vote], we won’t succeed in 
passing them and we’ll also 
bring people back to mak-

ing bonfires on the Ayalon” 
highway, said the senior co-
alition leader. 

The fate of the proposed 
law on drafting Haredim 
is an example of this ap-
proach. Legislating the bill 
according to its original 
schedule would have great-
ly increased the protests, 
according to assessments 
provided to leaders of the 
Haredi parties by Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu and close associates 
– so the decision was made 
to postpone that legislation.

But Netanyahu does not 
plan on giving in on allow-
ances for the Haredim and 
funds parceled out according 
to the coalition agreements – 
despite the prominent place 
these issues assumed in last 
weekend’s protests.  “It’s 
good for us they’re talking 

about the coalition funds in 
the protests – it shows it’s not 
about the reforms,” said a co-
alition member. 

“The protest movement is 
afraid of the ‘salami meth-
od,’ but the simple truth is 
that there’s no way to pass 
something in the Knes-
set quietly without anyone 
knowing,” said a coalition 
leader in response to the 
claim that the goal was to 

silence the protests in or-
der to legislate the laws at a 
slower pace, and in a version 
that would attract less public 
attention. “Legislating isn’t 
done in the cabinet, legislat-
ing is done in the full Knes-
set in front of everyone,” he 
said.

The coalition believes 
the issue with the greatest 
potential for a major blow-up 
is the selection of represen-

tatives to the Judicial Ap-
pointments Committee. The 
coalition understands that 
if two of its own represen-
tatives are appointed to the 
committee, the opposition 
will blow up the talks in the 
President’s Residence and 
the protests will reignite. 
But no decision has yet been 
made on the issue.

Coalition leaders: ‘We are being 
careful not to reignite the protests’

Ido Rakovsky

The Israeli women’s 
rhythmic gymnastics team 
won the gold medal in the 5 
hoops event at the Europe-
an Championship in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, on Sunday.

The team – Ofir Shaham, 
Diana Svertsov, Hadar Fried-
man, Liza Benchuk, Romi 
Paritzki and Shani Bakanov 
– achieved a score of 35.800 
points in the final round, an 
improvement of 0.200 points 
over its score in the prelimi-
nary round, in which it fin-
ished in first place. The Bul-
garian team, which won the 
gold in the all-around event 
on Saturday, finished the 
hoops event in second place 
with a score of 35.250 points 
to win the silver medal. Italy, 
with 34.950 points, finished in 
third place with the bronze.

Israel also bagged the sil-
ver medal for their mixed 
apparatus (three ribbons 
and two balls) routine with 
a score of 32.150 in the final 
round, an improvement of 
0.450 over their score in the 

preliminaries. Azerbaijan 
won the gold with 32.250 
points and Spain won the 
bronze with 31.200 points.

“We are proud and happy 
over the team’s achieve-
ments in the European 
Championship,” said the 
Israel Gymnastics Federa-
tion. “We have once again 
proven Israel’s strength on 
the rhythmic gymnastics 
map and the great depth we 
have in the sport. We have 
a strong staff led by Ayelet 
Zussman and a supportive 
network, and the fact that 
we won medals in every 
category speaks for itself.”

On Saturday, the team 
won the silver medal in the 
all-around competition with 
a combined weighted score 
of the two apparatuses in the 
preliminary rounds.

Israel’s Adi Katz won the 
silver medal with her hoop 
routine on Saturday.

Katz, 19, entered the final 
round in fifth place after 
the preliminary round, and 
achieved a score of 32.600 
points – an improvement of 

0.350 points over her earlier 
score – finishing in second 
place, 0.850 points behind 
Ukraine’s Viktoriia Onopri-
ienko, who won the gold. Bul-
garia’s Boryana Kaleyn, who 
won the gold in the individual 
all-around event, finished 
third in the hoop.

“I’m really happy and ex-
cited about the medal,” said 
Katz. “I didn’t come with ex-
pectations to win a medal, I 
came with hard work to reach 
this place, to give the maxi-
mum and my best, and I’m 
happy I succeeded in win-
ning a medal. I want to thank 
my coaches very much – Ela 
Samofalov and Ayelet Zuss-
man – who were with me the 
entire way.”

The Israelis women’s 
rhythmic gymnastics team 
ended the championship in 
Baku with three team med-
als: a gold in hoops and sil-
vers in the all-around and the 
mixed apparatus. Together 
with the individual silver 
Katz won in the hoop, the 
Israeli delegation is coming 
home with four medals.

Rhythmic gymnastics 
team wins gold, 3 silvers

The announcement by 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, owner 
of the Wagner mercenary 
company, that after nine 
months of bloody warfare 
his men had completed 
the capture of the town of 
Bakhmut, caught Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy unprepared. He is-
sued some rather muddled 
statements about Bakhmut 
now being “only in our 
hearts,” which seemed to 
contradict what was being 
said by Ukrainian generals 

that their fighters were still 
holding out in a small part 
of the town and continued 
to protect the important 
supply lines nearby in the 
Donetsk region. 

The lack of a clear mes-
sage from the Ukrainian side 
is probably due to the fact that 
Zelenskyy doesn’t directly 
lead his country’s war effort 
and isn’t always immediately 
updated about every develop-
ment on the battlefield. That 
and his being out of Ukraine 
for over a week. 

Zelenskyy had just landed 
in Hiroshima, where he’s 
been taking part in the G7 
world powers conference, 
when the news arrived from 
Bakhmut. It was the longest 
journey he had made outside 
Ukraine since the Russian in-
vasion 15 months earlier and 
had already included stops in 
Rome, Berlin, Paris and Lon-
don. In each European capital 
he had received new promises 
of both financial aid and sig-
nificant packages of much-
needed weapons. 

From Europe he flew on 
to an Arab League summit, 
an unlikely invitation, as 
the Arab regimes have been 

careful not to choose sides in 
the war between Russia and 
Ukraine. That Zelenskyy, a 
symbol of the resistance of 
democratic nations to the ag-
gression of dictatorships, was 
at the summit together with 
Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, returning to the Arab 
League 13 years after Syria 
was banished when he began 
drowning his country in the 
blood of its people, was the 
epitome of diplomatic irony. 
But it was also proof of Zelen-
skyy’s international stature 
and that even Arab leaders 
are acknowledging Ukraine’s 

Ofer Aderet

A mass grave with 25 
human skeletons has been 
recently uncovered at a site 
in the Polish city of Lublin 
where hundreds of Jews 
were murdered during the 
Holocaust.

A team from Poland’s In-
stitute of National Remem-
brance, or IPN, a govern-
mental body responsible for 
documenting Nazi crimes, 
has been at the site for sev-
eral days and plans to stay 
longer than the staff origi-
nally planned following their 
initial findings. Historical 
evidence suggests that the 
remains of hundreds more 
people may be found there.

The site, called Gorki 
Czechowskie, is a neglect-
ed nature reserve in the 
eastern Polish city. Meir 
Bolka, chairman of the J-
nerations, an organization 
dedicated to preserving the 
country’s Jewish heritage, 
and a member of the Bar-
Ilan University Holocaust 

center, has found evidence 
that in March 1942 around 
900 Jews were murdered 
there. Some 640 were killed 
on the 16th and the rest two 
days later. The victims had 
been imprisoned in Lublin 
Castle, where the Nazis 
held both Jews and regime 
opponents.

The site was sold in 2018 
to a private investor who 
plans to develop apartments 

and a commercial center 
there. Environmental activ-
ists opposed the plan on the 
grounds that it was a rare 
green space in the city and 
launched protests. In 2020, 
they presented Bolka with 
photographs of bones found 
at the site during initial con-
struction work. 

IPN has so far refused to 
provide additional details 
about the findings. “The 

work is progressing and un-
til it is completed we will not 
be able to answer your ques-
tions. Later, we will issue a 
proper announcement,” the 
institute’s spokesman said in 
response to a Haaretz query.

Poland’s Chief Rabbi Mi-
chael Schudrich said that he 
is monitoring the situation 
and that it cannot yet be 
said that these are Jewish 
remains. He stressed that 
everyone must wait until the 
work has been completed.

Bolka visited the site in 
2019 and was shocked by 
what he found. “I saw with 
my own eyes children play-
ing in a sports field, which 
the developer had built for 
them, right next to a place 
where Jews were murdered 
during the Shoah,” he said. 
“The thought that one day 
hundreds of new residents 
will be living in close prox-
imity to a mass grave, one 
of the largest in this area, 
gives me no rest.”

Bakhmut may have fallen, but 
lately Ukraine is the big winner 

Mass grave found at site where Jews killed
Evidence suggests that hundreds more bodies could be found at the site in Poland
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Prime Minister Netanyahu, center, presiding over the weekly cabinet meeting held at the Western Wall plaza in Jerusalem on Sunday.     Yonatan Sindel/Flash90
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Due to opposition from 
Finance Minister Bezalel 
Smotrich, a five-year plan 
to improve life in East Je-
rusalem was removed from 
the cabinet’s agenda on 
Sunday at the last minute.

The meeting, held at the 
Western Wall Tunnels in 
honor of Jerusalem Day, 
which fell last Thursday, 
ultimately adopted only 
a general framework for 
such a plan. But it did ap-
prove other plans that will 
benefit Elad and other 
ultranationalist organiza-
tions in Jerusalem.

For the past half year, 
officials from the Jerusa-
lem Affairs Ministry, the 
Jerusalem Municipality, 
the Jerusalem Institute for 
Policy Research and the 
state-owned East Jerusa-
lem Development Corpora-
tion have been working on 
the five-year plan for East 
Jerusalem’s development. 
The previous five-year 
plan, which expires at the 
end of this year, spent an 
estimated 2.1 billion shek-
els ($580 million) on issues 
such as education, employ-
ment and infrastructure.

The new plan was sup-
posed to be even bigger, 
with a budget of 4 billion 
shekels. But the treasury 
slashed it, and the figure 
bruited about in recent 
weeks was somewhere over 
3 billion. It addresses early 
education, higher educa-
tion, infrastructure, public 
spaces, land registration 
and other areas.  

The draft was dissemi-
nated to ministers Thurs-
day night in preparation 
for its approval on Sunday. 
But as soon as it was dis-
tributed, government min-
istries unfamiliar with the 
plan began voicing objec-

tions, saying it would force 
them to cut their budgets 
for other issues.

“We were surprised by 
the proposal,” said a senior 
official in one ministry 
that was supposed to con-
tribute funding. “Sudden-
ly, with no prior warning, 
they come and try to ad-
vance something like this, 
without holding any discus-
sions with us on the issue. 
It was clear the ministers 
wouldn’t lend a hand to it.”

But other officials said 
the real obstacle was the 
Finance Ministry, and es-
pecially Smotrich. Over the 
weekend, people involved 
in the plan were told that 
the treasury, and Smotrich 
in particular, opposes some 
of the plan’s elements and 

particularly the provisions 
related to encouraging 
higher education for East 
Jerusalem Palestinians. 

The previous plan allo-
cated 260 million shekels 
for this purpose and was 
considered a success. In 
five years, the number of 
Palestinians studying at 
Israeli institutions almost 
tripled, and every year 
hundreds of students at-
tended preparatory pro-
grams funded by the plan 
to help them overcome lan-
guage barriers and knowl-
edge gaps before begin-
ning college.

The new plan budged 
450 million shekels for 
higher education. Bu the 
treasury wants to scrap 
this provision entirely.

E. J’lem plan fails  
as Smotrich balks on 
Palestinian higher ed
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