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Harry needs to stop bleating
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Gardaí look at operation of
injection centre in Portugal
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Page 9CUH staff query hospital adviser roles

■ PwC management consultants
paid €608,000 in three months

funding being paid to exter-
nal consultancy services
generally.

“We know that waiting
lists are getting longer for
acute and elective medical
procedures,” said Mr Sher-
lock.  “ I t ’ s  very  hard  to
understand why we have a
HSE funded by the taxpayer
when more and more man-
agement services and pro-
cesses are tendered out to the
private sector with little or
no evidence of impact.

“The country seems to be
run by management consul-
tants proffering advice at
great cost to the taxpayer,
and one wonders if the tax-
payer is actually benefitting
through better services.”

said in relation to the costs
from October to December:
“It’s hard to square off where
€600,000 has been spent
when people are on trolleys
every day. More public scru-
tiny of spending of this na-
ture is needed.”

Mr Donegan said the ‘pro-
gramme management office’
was set up following con-
cerns raised by HSE staff
around governance and ex-
ternal independent reviews.

The €608,000 does not in-
clude monies paid to PwC by
the larger South/SouthWest
Hospital Group of which
CUH is also part, he stated in
a letter to Mr Sherlock.

However, the TD called for
more public scrutiny of HSE

day in April.
The issue has caused such

concern internally that the
INMO wrote to HSE national
management asking the ar-
rangement be stood down.

A CUH spokesman de-
fended the arrangement,
saying: “Support of manage-
ment consultants is cur-
rently being provided to
CUH to assist with a trans-
formation and improve-
ments programme aimed at
providing better services for
patients.”

He added that it is “com-
mon practice” for the HSE to
work with management con-
sultants through a national
framework panel.

Labour TD Sean Sherlock

In March, six months after
PwC began work, the Irish
Nurses and Midwives Or-
ganisation (INMO) warned
that overcrowding was “out
of control” in Cork, with one
day seeing 74 patients wait-
ing for a bed.

Last month, it emerged
that visitors and patients
had to be met in the CUH
car park to be told of delays
in getting spaces due to the
number of patients using
the hospital. The emergency
depar tment  saw more
than 250 people during one

tively as the CUH Group.
Data released by CUH CEO

David Donegan shows the
total cost of the programme
for October-December last
year came to €608,252. It cost
€61,500 in October, but the
bill rose rapidly to €266,779
in November, and in De-
cember, it cost €279,973.

During those months and
throughout this year, pa-
tients attending CUH faced
some of the longest waits in
the country for a bed. The
cost of the services so far this
year has yet to be released.

Niamh Griffin
Health Correspondent

Frontline staff at Cork Uni-
versity Hospital (CUH) have
questioned why PwC consul-
tants have earned fees which
could run to more than €1m
at a time when services are
stretched to breaking point.

The Irish Examiner under-
stands the consultant team,
believed to include 23 PwC
staff, has been paid more
than €1m since October last
year to work on a “trans-
formation and improvement
programme” for CUH and
associated  hospi ta ls  —
Mallow, Bantry, St Finbarr’s
Rehabilitation Unit,  and
CUH Wilton — known collec-

O’Brien: Concern about EU
delay to Airbnb crackdown

period of the new regu-
lations to December 22.

While Mr O’Brien ac-
knowledged the commission
should review and consider
policies, he said this should
be balanced with “the recog-
nition of the need to make
timely judgments on pol-
icies that have an immediate
social impact on pressing is-
sues such as housing”.

He added: “A failure to act
in a timely manner will
undermine citizens’ confi-
dence in the ability and will-
ingness of the State to tackle
these problems.”

Meanwhile, Mr O’Brien
has said this year’s housing
targets of almost 30,000 will
be exceeded but warned that
meeting targets in the years
ahead could be challenging.

In an interview with the
Irish Examiner, he said the
continuation of the no-fault
eviction ban would have
punished “mom and pop”
landlords who want to exit
the market.

He said in pushing for an
extension of the mora-
torium which was lifted in
April, members of the op-
position would have “com-
pletely restricted” the abil-
ity of people to sell their
property, impacting hugely
on pensions and savings.
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housing supply problems.”
The Government signed

off on new regulations late
last year that will require
property owners to register
with Fáilte Ireland before
advertising with online plat-
forms such as Airbnb and
booking.com. Failure to reg-
ister would see the property
owner fined €300, which
would jump up to €5,000 if a
case went to court.

Fáilte Ireland will also be
given the power to fine on-
line platforms up to €5,000
per listing for advertising
properties without a valid
registration number. The
Government had hoped to
have the requirement in
place early this year.

However, the commission
has extended the standstill

Elaine Loughlin
Political Editor

Housing Minister Darragh
O’Brien has expressed
“deep concerns” to the EU
Commission that it is delay-
ing measures to crack down
on Airbnb lettings.

New rules that would see
around 12,000 short-term or
holiday-let properties come
back into the long-term ren-
tal market have been moth-
balled by Europe after the
standstill period of the new
regulations was extended.

Mr O’Brien has written to
commissioner Nicolas
Schmit to complain that
“undue delays” in signing
off on the measures at EU
level is exacerbating hous-
ing supply problems here.

In his letter, seen by the
Irish Examiner, Mr O’Brien
has called for a fast-track
system to approve measures
relating to “social urgency
such as housing”.

“Housing is a crisis that
demands swift and ongoing
responses,” it says.

“Without prejudice to the
final decision and processes
and procedures of the EU
Commission on the specific
matter, I am deeply con-
cerned around undue delays
in resolving issues that are
integral to helping address

Darragh O’Brien: Housing crisis
demands swift responses.

Training and education
for Clare asylum seekers
Elaine Loughlin
Political Editor

The Government is to begin
working on an immediate
plan to provide education,
training, and other supports
to those in the Magowna
House Hotel, Co Clare.

Locals have lifted their
almost week-long barricade
of the new asylum centre in
Co Clare, but will continue to
protest outside the former
tourist accommodation.

Integration Minister Joe
O’Brien is due to meet with
officials to organise a pack-
age of supports that had been
discussed when he travelled
to Clare late last week.

Children’s Minister Ro-
deric O’Gorman admitted
local representatives should
have been informed of the

decision to use the hotel to
accommodate people seeking
asylum at an earlier stage.

However, he said a block-
ade was “not appropriate”.

He said 220 people who had
not been given accommo-
dation when they arrived in
Ireland had been offered
beds over the weekend.

“The unaccommodated
list is reduced now to 300.
We ’ l l  be  able  to  re duce
further next week with more
offers, and then in the subse-
quent week there’ll be more
accommodation coming on
as well,” he told Newstalk.

Meanwhile, President Mi-
chael D Higgins has said Ire-
land has a “moral and ethical
responsibility” to welcome
those seeking protection in
this country.
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Nose in front

Clare’s Shane
O’Donnell
attempts to
escape Cork
attention in
yesterday’s
Munster
Senior
Hurling
Champion-
ship round
four clash
in Ennis.
SEE: Monday
Sport, Pages
4&5
Picture: Evan
Treacy/Inpho

Boy, 13, dies after tractor
he was driving overturns

The boy was subsequently
transferred to Temple Street
Hospital, Dublin, where he
died yesterday.

A technical examination of
the scene was conducted by
Garda forensic collision in-
vestigators.

The road at the crash site
has since fully reopened to
traffic.

Gardaí are appealing to
anyone who may have wit-
nessed the incident to con-
tact them.

David Kent

A 13-year-old boy has died
after the tractor he was
driving overturned in Co
Mayo on Saturday evening.

The boy was on his own in
the tractor when the road
accident happened on the
L1610 at Scarduane near
Claremorris.

He was treated at the scene
for serious injuries and
taken to Galway University
Hospital.

Protection centres cost €42m a month
Cianan Brennan

The State is paying over
€42m a month to house the
current 20,000 international
protection applicants.

The Department of Inte-
gration is paying for 180

According to IPAS stat-
istics, the number of people
in IPAS accommodation rose
from 5,416 in June 2018 to
10,447 in March 2022 and
stood at 20,412 as of May 7
this year.
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centres across the country,
including €16m per month
for 48 international protec-
tion accommodation service
(IPAS) centres in Dublin,
€2.5m for 16 centres in Done-
gal, and €2.2m for 10 centres
in Cork.
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O’Gara’s La Rochelle
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What next for Taylor
after Dublin defeat?

Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport Monday Sport

9 771393 956410

2 1
IRISH EXAMINER

22.05.23
Recommended retail
price in Ireland €2.40

booking.com
www.irishexaminer.com

