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When the Wabash Valley Jeep 
Junkies first assembled in 2016, it 
had all of 10 members. Today, its 
Facebook page has 7,800 followers.

Mike Latta, who created the 
organization, recalled its first Going 
Topless for PINK (Passion, Initiative, 
Need, Knowledge) event, which ben-
efits PINK of Terre Haute’s efforts 
to aid those with breast cancer. 
The drive went to but one location, 
Charley’s Pub and Grub in central 
Terre Haute.

“We thought we’d get about a 
hundred Jeeps,” Latta said, “and we 
had 220 that we stuffed into Char-
ley’s parking lot, if you can believe 
that.”

Fast forward to last year, when 
more than 700 Jeep drivers partic-
ipated, raising $87,000. It’s become 
the biggest Jeep event in the Mid-
west.

“The thing that’s really cool 
about this event and why we make 
such a connection with PINK of 
Terre Haute is we’re both all-volun-
teer groups,” said Latta, who was 
named Jeep Junkies’ president when 
it was officially declared a nonprofit 
last year. “Every penny that we raise 
goes to someone who needs it and 
it’s usually families that are fighting 
breast cancer.”

Latta started the group shortly 

after his friend Amy Bagnoche 
passed away from breast cancer.

“I knew Amy very well — what 
better way but to raise some money 
as a tribute to her,” he said. “To 
know what she was going through, 
that she was fighting cancer and 
she always had this tremendous 
attitude of, ‘I’m going to beat this,’ 
and she always did it with a smile 
on her face. That always just put me 

in awe of her.”
It made sense to conjoin Go Top-

less Jeep day — an event celebrated 
this past weekend by Jeep drivers 
throughout the country — with its 
fundraising effort. A Jeep owned by 
Rick Bagnoche, Amy’s widower, will 
become the local group’s official 
PINK of Terre Haute Jeep in tribute 
to Amy.
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The Vigo County School Board 
is in contract negotiations with its 
choice for the next superintendent.

For now, the individual’s name 

is not being released, according to 
School Board President Amy Lore, 
who sent a communication to VCSC 
staff Friday.

“The finish line is in sight,” she 
wrote in the email.

“I cannot adequately share with 
you how optimistic and frankly joy-
ful I feel about our choice.”

Initially, the district had 12 can-
didates for the job, and the board 
narrowed the pool to two finalists.

“We then conducted site visits and 

reference checks, 
and the board was 
unanimous in our 
final selection,” Lore 
wrote.

The board is 
negotiating a super-
intendent contract 
through legal coun-
sel, and the process 
continues.

“We made an offer. We received 
a counteroffer. We are waiting for 

an answer to our 
response,” Lore 
stated.

She also out-
lined next steps.

Once the board 
has a final contract, it will be posted 
publicly on the VCSC website. The 
district will then conduct a press 
conference.

The contract will be available for 
10 calendar days, and the board then 
will hold a special public hearing 

that will deal exclusively with the 
superintendent contract.

Seven days after the hearing, the 
board will have a special business 
meeting to vote on the candidate.

“We will not be sharing the candi-
date’s personal information until we 
have agreed with that person to do 
so,” Lore stated. “Anything else would 
be a violation of trust and could 
jeopardize the candidate’s personal 
interests and our prospects.”
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It was a too-warm spring 
day a few Tuesdays ago and 
the weeds were waist high, 
but I decided to go to the 
creek after an already long 
day to see what I could see.

I was 
tired from 
too much 
work in too 
much sun for 
too long, and 
I wasn’t even 
sure why or 
even how I 
convinced 
myself that 
sweating 
through my 

shirt again and adding more 
steps to my old, tired feet 
could be worthwhile.

But, as usual, it was.
If you have ever heard 

of Annie Dillard, then you 
know that I quote her on 
occasion; if you haven’t 
heard of her, you should pick 

up a copy of her Pulitzer 
Prize-winning “Pilgrim at 
Tinker Creek,” a book that 
one critic said convinces the 
reader that “seeing is a holy 
act.”

A pilgrim 
at Raccoon Creek

Mike Lunsford/Tribune-Star

A male Eastern bluebird 
takes a break from feeding 
its young along Big Raccoon 
Creek in mid-May.
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By Stephen Groves, 
Zeke Miller 
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Associated Press • Washington

Debt ceiling talks 
between the White House 
and House Republicans 
resumed Sunday at the Cap-
itol as Washington races to 
strike a budget compromise 
along with a deal to raise the 
nation’s borrowing limit and 
avert an economy-wrecking 
federal default.

President Joe Biden 
and House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy spoke by phone 
Sunday while the president 
was returning home on Air 
Force One after the Group 
of Seven summit in Japan. 
Upbeat, McCarthy, R-Calif., 
told reporters at the Capitol 
that the call was “productive” 
and that the on-again, off-
again negotiations between 
his staff and White House 
representatives are focused 
on spending cuts.

Biden and McCarthy are 
set to meet for a pivotal 
meeting Monday at the 
White House.

Negotiators for the 

Democratic president and 
Republican speaker met as 
talks appear to be narrowing 
on a 2024 budget year cap 
that would be key to resolv-
ing the standoff. They face a 
deadline, as soon as June 1, 
when the government could 
run out of cash to pay its 
bills. Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen said Sunday that June 
1 is a “hard deadline.”

McCarthy said after his 
call with Biden that “I think 
we can solve some of these 
problems if he understands 
what we’re looking at.” 
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Jeep event keeps growing in support of fi ghting cancer
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Austin Jacks of Clinton places a green rubber duck on “Low Bill” during 
the Wabash Valley Jeep Junkies’ Going Topless for PINK on Saturday along 
Wabash Avenue in downtown Terre Haute.
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A giant infl atable rubber duck (above) sits on top of Bar_Botics on Saturday to signify a stopping point for the Wabash 
Valley Jeep Junkies’ Going Topless for PINK event along Wabash Avenue. Rick Bagnoche’s Jeep (top) is going to 
become Jeep Junkies’ offi cial Pink of Terre Haute Jeep in honor of his late wife Amy, who died of breast cancer.
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Debt ceiling 
talks resume
Biden, McCarthy prepare to meet 

Monday to resolve standoff

AP

Speaker of the House Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., speaks 
with members of the press 
after participating in a phone 
call on the debt ceiling with 
President Joe Biden on  Sunday 
on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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