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Anniversaries 
of mass slayings
torment relatives
TRISHA AHMED
Associated Press/Report for America

ST. PAUL, Minn. – On a September day that he 
knew would be hard, 51-year-old Damone Presley 
marked the occasion with barbecue and balloons.

He was commemorating the one-year anniversary 
of the day in 2021 that his daughter and her three 
friends were fatally shot in Minnesota by a man who 
left their bodies in an abandoned SUV in a Wisconsin 
cornfield. Presley gathered 50 friends to celebrate the 
life of his daughter, Nitosha Flug-Presley, who was 30 
when she died. He went big on the anniversary because 
he felt that’s what his daughter would have wanted.

“She would always do stuff big,” Presley told The 
Associated Press.

There have been 553 mass killings in the United 
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‘We have Ukraine’s back,’
Biden says at G7 summit
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HIROSHIMA, Japan – 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy huddled with some of 
his biggest backers as the Group 
of Seven summit closed in Hiro-
shima on Sunday, building mo-
mentum for his country’s war 
effort even as Russia claimed a 
battlefield victory that was quickly 
disputed by Ukraine.

The Ukrainian leader’s in-per-
son appearance in his trademark 
olive drab underscored the cen-
trality of the war for the G7 bloc 
of rich democracies. It also stole 
much of the limelight from oth-
er priorities, including security 
challenges in Asia and outreach 

Associated Press

President Joe Biden walks with Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Sunday during the 
G7 Summit in Hiroshima, Japan.G7, Page 4A
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WASHINGTON – Debt ceiling 
talks were set to resume Sunday 
evening as Washington races to 
strike a budget compromise along 
with a deal to raise the nation’s 
borrowing limit and avert an econ-
omy-wrecking federal default.

President Joe Biden and House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy spoke by 
phone Sunday while the president 
was returning home on Air Force 
One after the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Japan. Upbeat, McCarthy, 
R-Calif., told reporters at the Cap-
itol that the call was “productive” 
and that the on-again, off-again 

negotiations between his staff and 
White House representatives are 
focused on spending cuts.

He’s to meet Biden today at the 
White House.

Negotiators for the Democratic 
president and Republican speaker 
appear to be narrowing on a bud-
get cap for the 2024 budget year 

that would be key 
to resolving the 
standoff. They face 
a deadline, as soon 
as June 1, when the 
government could 
run out of cash to 
pay its bills. Trea-
sury Secretary Jan-
et Yellen said Sun-

day that June 1 is a “hard deadline.”
McCarthy said after his call 

with Biden that “I think we can 
solve some of these problems if he 
understands what we’re looking 
at.” The speaker added, “But I’ve 
been very clear to him from the 
very beginning. We have to spend 
less money than we spent last year.”

McCarthy emerged from that 
conversation sounding optimistic 
and was careful not to criticize 

McCarthy tells of ‘productive’ phone call with president

Biden-GOP debt limit talks back on 

McCarthy
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Palou puts 
Ganassi on 
Indy 500 pole  
in record style

Cherry Blossom Festival draws
large crowd into bigger spaces
ASHLEY SLOBODA
The Journal Gazette

Stephanie Detwiler joined a 
standing-room-only crowd at Pur-
due University Fort Wayne mo-
ments before 18 taiko drummers 
drowned out all other noise, creat-
ing a beat with choreographed arm 
movements as they danced their 
sticks from drum to drum.

As the traditional Japanese 
drumming began, a karate demon-

stration was ending elsewhere in the 
Walb Student Union. People con-
tinuously flowed in and out of the 
building as they participated in the 
Cherry Blossom Festival’s numer-
ous activities, a six-hour celebration 
of Japanese culture.

Detwiler credited the event’s di-
rectional signs for pointing her to 
the right place.

The venue was new to the festi-
val, which moved to the university 
because it outgrew the downtown 

Allen County Public Library.
Attendance last year exceeded 

11,000 people, event co-chair Mi-
chele Yamanaka said, noting the li-
brary provided that information. She 
said this year’s festival – the 15th 
held in person – likely garnered a big-
ger turnout, but organizers couldn’t 
know for sure because there was no 
easy way to tally a headcount.

“We were packed in the library,” 

Fort Wayne Taiko and the kaDON community taiko drummers perform Sunday at the Fort Wayne Cherry Blossom Festival at Purdue University Fort Wayne.

Photos by Mike Durbin | The Journal Gazette

Mike Tsugawa, left, demonstrates tricks and techniques 
of the Japanese skill toy Kendama on Sunday.

Drumming up interest in Japanese culture
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