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years following some of the nation’s
worst mass shootings. In April, the Jus-
tice Department announced a $144 mil-
lion settlement with relatives and fam-
ilies of a 2017 Texas church attack,
which was carried out by a former U.S.
airman with a criminal history.

The lawsuits, relatives and victims of
mass shootings say, are an eff�ort to get
accountability and prevent more at-
tacks – by forcing reforms, hurting the
gun industry’s bottom line and
strengthening background checks after
lapses failed to stop gunmen from buy-

AUSTIN, Texas – After Mayah Zamo-
ra was shot and wounded at Robb Ele-
mentary School, her family did what
many mass shooting survivors do: They
sued.

They sued the store off� Main Street in
Uvalde, Texas, that sold the teenage
gunman his AR-style rifl�e. They sued
the gun-maker. And they sued police
who waited 77 minutes outside Mayah’s
fourth-grade classroom before stopping
the shooting that killed 19 children and
two teachers.

“Mainly what we are looking for is
some sort of justice,” said Christina Za-
mora, Mayah’s mother.

As the grim frequency of gun vio-
lence continues, both the U.S. govern-
ment and gun manufacturers have
reached large settlements in recent

ing weapons.
But despite two high-profi�le settle-

ments in the last year involving gun
manufacturers, and Democrat-led
states rolling back some protections,
not only do high hurdles remain for
lawsuits to succeed, but in some
places the hurdles are growing taller.

On May 11, Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee
signed a new law that further shields
gun manufacturers from lawsuits,
weeks after a shooter at a Nashville 

Suits against gun
industry face hurdles

Abel Lopez, right, father of Xavier Lopez who was killed in the shootings in Uvalde, Texas, holds a banner May 8 in Austin,
Texas. Families in Uvalde are digging in for a new test of legal protections for the gun industry as they mark one year
since the shooting. ERIC GAY/AP FILE

Families of mass shooting victims say they want accountability
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The track record for lawsuits following mass shootings is mixed.
The gun industry remains largely protected from liability under
a federal law, known as the Protection of Lawful Commerce in
Arms Act, though it does not completely exempt or immunize
gun manufacturers from lawsuits.

HENDERSON, Ky. — Eager to
pound a message that will be central
to his re-election campaign this year,
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear toured
Pratt Paper in Henderson Friday talk-
ing new jobs, high wages and high
times.

Pratt Paper broke ground for the
$500 million, 320-employee recycled
paper mill complex on Henderson’s
south side in December. Hundreds of
people — contractors, employees —
have been working fl�at-out on the fa-
cility, which includes a recycled paper
mill, box factory and water and waste-
water treatment plant onsite.

Kibitzing with project leaders and
employees working on the building’s
construction, Beshear told reporters
afterward that the project “changes
everything for this area of Western
Kentucky.”

“This was the largest project in the
history of Western Kentucky when it
was announced, and it will be for a
time when it’s built,” he said. “It’s go-
ing to pay $30-plus an hour to people
who live in this community. This isn’t
just going to change lives right now.
It’s going to change the lives of peo-
ple’s kids, people’s grandkids.”

Beshear didn’t neglect environ-
mental themes in a campaign appear-
ance staged just three days after he
easily won the Democratic Party’s
nomination for election to a second
four-year term.

“(The Pratt mill is) going to be the
cleanest, greenest, most technologi-
cally advanced recycle paper mill on
planet earth — right here in Western
Kentucky,” he said.

Beshear’s appearance at Pratt Pa-
per helped kick off� a three-day re-
election kickoff� bus tour that also took
him to Owensboro, Elizabethtown
and Bowling Green on Friday. He was
accompanied by Lt. Gov. Jacqueline
Coleman.

The Democratic incumbent didn’t
mention his Republican challenger in
this year’s election, Kentucky Attor-
ney General Daniel Cameron. Beshear
did say the Pratt mill is part of “the
Kentucky that we’re building.”

“If we can take our three best years
of economic development, which
we’ll have, and turn them into four,
fi�ve or six, we’ll go from good years to 
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EVANSVILLE – A former Burdette
Park campground manager and his
wife have been arrested and accused of
stealing more than $40,000 in camp-
ground rentals. 

Scott Allen Thompson, 58, and his
wife, 68-year-old Catherine Ann
Thompson, are preliminarily charged
with theft as a Level 6 felony, the Van-
derburgh County Sheriff� ’s offi�ce an-

nounced in a news release Saturday. 
The couple was apparently taken

into custody on Monday, when they
turned themselves in at the Vander-
burgh County jail after investigators is-
sued a warrant for their arrest. They
appeared in circuit court the next day,
posted $500 bonds, and were released.
Their next court date is scheduled for
June 9.

The sheriff� ’s offi�ce and Indiana State
Board of Accounts announced an in-
vestigation into Burdette Park’s fi�-
nances last year after offi�cials discov-

ered irregularities “relating to the ac-
counting of campground receipts.” 

According to a sheriff� ’s offi�ce news
release announcing the Thompsons’
arrests, investigators fi�rst became
aware of a problem in December 2021,
when cash payments for rentals report-
edly weren’t being deposited. 

Burdette Park Director Jerry Gran-
nan contacted the Vanderburgh County
prosecutor and sheriff� ’s offi�ces, which
then roped in the SBOA. 

According to the release, the board
of accounts “issued their forensic re-

port” on April 24, even though it’s not
listed on their website. They reportedly
found that only $965.00 out of
$21,941.97 collected for various rentals
had actually been deposited, the re-
lease states. In the course of the inves-
tigation, they reportedly discovered an
additional $22,000 in missing funds.

Thompson and his wife lived on the
park’s grounds. Although Scott
Thompson was the manager, Catherine
“took an active role in the management 

Former campground manager arrested
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