
12 DEAD IN EL SALVADOR
STADIUM CRUSH
San Salvador: A stampede
by fans at a quarterfinals
soccer match in Salvadoran
league has left 12 people
dead and injured dozens
more, officials said early
Sunday. The crush
happened when fans
pushed through one of
entrance gates during
Saturday�s game between
Alianza and Fas at
Monumental stadium in
Cuscatlan, which is about
41 kilometers northeast of
the capital, Salvador soccer
officials said.

WALMART TO SOURCE
TOYS, SHOES FROM INDIA
New Delhi:  US-based retail
giant Walmart is looking to
source toys, shoes and bicycles
from Indian suppliers as
company is targeting toincrease
its exports from India to $10
billion annually by 2027.

CAPSULE

PNS/PTI n HIROSHIMA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Sunday said

he views the current situation
in Ukraine as an issue of
humanity and human values
and not of politics or economy
even as he called for respecting
international law, sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all
nations. In an address at a G7
session in Hiroshima, Modi
also strongly pitched for rais-
ing voice collectively against
unilateral attempts to change
the status quo, asserting that
any tension and dispute should
be resolved peacefully through
dialogue.

Modi said all countries
must respect the UN Charter,
international law and the sov-
ereignty and territorial integri-
ty of all nations and called for
raising voice together against
unilateral attempts to change
the status quo. 

The Prime Minister’s com-
ments came against the back-
drop of the lingering border
row with China in eastern
Ladakh and Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Modi also referred to
his talks with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on Saturday and
reiterated that India will do
whatever is possible to resolve
the conflict. Modi’s comments
came after Zelenskyy addressed

the G7 leaders seeking global
support for Ukraine’s efforts to
defend itself against Russian
aggression. The war in Ukraine
has been the overwhelming
focus of the summit.

Modi said in today’s inter-
connected world crises in one
region affect all countries and
noted that developing countries
with limited resources are grap-
pling with the profound impact
of a food, fuel and fertiliser cri-
sis. Underlining this factor in
the backdrop of the ongoing
Ukraine conflict which has
adversely impacted the global
supply chains, Modi also said
India believes dialogue and
diplomacy is the only way to
deal with the Ukraine conflict.  

Modi had made a similar
commitment on Saturday at his
first in-person meeting with
Zelenskyy, who updated the
Indian leader on his 10-point
peace formula and sought New
Delhi’s cooperation in demi-
ning operations and medicine.

On Sunday, Zelenskyy sat
between Modi and South
Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol at the session with the
theme “Toward a peaceful, sta-
ble and prosperous world”.
Besides leaders of the world’s
seven largest economies, the
session was attended by the
heads of eight guest countries,
including India, Indonesia and
Australia. Contd on Page 2

At G7 Summit PM Modi pitches 
for raising collective voice against 
unilateral bids to change status quo

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Amid a bitter tussle with the
Narendra Modi

Government over the control of
administrative services, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) con-
vener and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal is working on
a strategy to defeat the ‘ordi-
nance’ in the Rajya Sabha. 

As Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Sunday
extended “complete support” to
him in the AAP Government’s
ongoing tussle with the Centre
over the control of adminis-
trative services, Kejriwal will
now meet Trinamool Congress
chief Mamata Banerjee on May
23 in Kolkata; Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackeray on
May 24 and NCP supremo
Sharad Pawar on May 25 to
seek their support in Rajya
Sabha. 

“After that, I will meet
every party’s president to seek
their formal support for defeat-
ing the Bill when it comes in
Rajya Sabha,” Kejriwal said.

The AAP convener also
urged Bihar Chief Minister to
mobilise other leaders and par-
ties in this regard to support
them in the Upper House.  An
ordinance has to be ratified by
Parliament within six months
for which, the Centre will have
to bring a Bill for its passage in
both Houses of Parliament. 

Sunday’s meeting was the
second between Kumar and
Kejriwal in over a month.
Kejriwal said if the Bill is
defeated in Rajya Sabha, it will
send out the message that the

BJP will lose the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.  “It will be the
semi-final of the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls,” the AAP nation-
al convenor told reporters.
Earlier on Sunday, Kumar who
was accompanied by Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav, and party lead-

ers Manoj Jha, Lalan Singh and
Sanjay Jha, met his counterpart
Kejriwal at his residence on
Flag Staff road in the morning
emphasising his commitment
to strengthening Opposition
unity for the forthcoming 2024
Lok Sabha elections.

Continued on Page 2

PTI n NEW DELHI

No form or requisition slip
is required for exchange of

Rs 2,000 notes up to a limit of
Rs 20,000 at a time as part of
exercise to withdraw high-
value currency notes from cir-
culation.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday in a surprise
move announced withdrawal of
Rs 2,000 currency notes from
circulation but gave public
time till September 30 to either
deposit such notes in accounts
or exchange them at banks.
Unlike the November 2016
shock of demonetisation, when
old Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes
were invalidated overnight, the
Rs 2,000 notes will continue to
be a legal tender. 

In a communication to
chief general manager of all its
local head offices, the State
Bank of India (SBI) informed
that the facility of exchange of
Rs 2,000 notes by public up to
a limit of Rs 20,000 at a time
will be allowed without obtain-
ing any requisition slip. With
regard to deposit of such notes

in own account, the RBI has
not specified any limit but it
will be subject to compliance
with extant Know Your
Customer (KYC) norms and
other applicable statutory
requirements. 

“Further, no identity proof
is required to be submitted by
the tenderer at the time of
exchange,” the communication
dated May 20 said. It has asked
its local head offices to arrange
and extend all cooperation to
the public so that the exercise
is conducted in a smooth and
seamless manner without any
inconvenience. According to
sources, one can stand any
number of times in queue for
exchange of Rs 2,000 notes. 

Continued on Page 2

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal with Bihar CM Nitish Kumar during a press
conference, in New Delhi on Sunday, Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer 

PTI n CANNES

Indian production banner
Panorama Studios and

Anthology Studios from South
Korea on Sunday announced a
partnership for the remake of
the ‘Drishyam’ franchise in
Korea. The announcement was
made at the India Pavilion
during the ongoing Cannes
Film Festival by the studios
with their respective heads
Kumar Mangat Pathak and Jay
Choi in attendance. 

‘Drishyam’, the Malayalam
crime thriller, follows
Georgekutty (Mohanlal) and
his family, who come under
suspicion when Varun
Prabhakar, the son of the IG
Geetha Prabhakar, goes miss-
ing. The 2013 movie was writ-
ten and directed by Jeethu

Joseph. The success of the film
led to remakes and sequels in
four Indian languages: ‘Drishya’
(2014) in Kannada, ‘Drushyam’
(2014) in Telugu, ‘Papanasam’
(2015) in Tamil, and ‘Drishyam’
(2015). According to the mak-
ers, the project marks the first
time a Hindi film is being

officially remade in the South
Korean language.  Pathak, who
has acquired multiple language
rights for ‘Drishyam’, said he is
looking forward to taking the
film franchise to South Korea.
“I’m excited that the ‘Drishyam’
franchise is being made in
Korean, a first for a Hindi film.

This will not only increase its
reach outside India but will also
put Hindi cinema on the glob-
al map. All these years, we have
been inspired by Korean fare,
now they have found a muse in
one of our films. What can be
a bigger achievement for the
Indian film fraternity,” the pro-
ducer said in a statement. Choi,
who co-founded Anthology
Studios with ‘Parasite’ star Song
Kang-ho and acclaimed direc-
tor Kim Jee-woon, said he is
excited about the collaboration.

“We are thrilled to have an
opportunity to remake a mas-
sively successful Hindi film
with a touch of originality
from Korean cinema. And the
remake has greater signifi-
cance as the first major co-pro-
duction between South Korea
and India. Contd on Page 2

�Drishyam� in Korean soon

Port Moresby: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
arrived in Papua New Guinea
on his maiden visit during
which he will host a key sum-
mit on Monday between India
and 14 Pacific island countries
to boost bilateral ties. 

Modi’s visit to Papua New
Guinea on the second leg of his
three-nation tour is the first
ever by any Indian Prime

Minister. Modi was received at
the airport by Prime Minister
James Marape who touched his
feet as a mark of respect.
Normally Papua New Guinea
doesn’t give a ceremonial wel-
come to any leader coming
after sunset. But a special
exception was made for Prime
Minister Modi and a ceremo-
nial welcome was accorded to
him. PTI

Delhi CM to meet
other Opp leaders
in bid to defeat
ordinance in RS

PTI n BEIJING

China has lodged diplomat-
ic protests to G7 countries

over their Hiroshima joint
statement, in which they voiced
their growing concerns over
China’s coercive approaches
over Taiwan, East and South
China seas, and accused them
of brazen interference in its
internal affairs.

China figured prominent-
ly in the Hiroshima summit
meeting of the leaders of G7
countries. The G7 comprising
the US, France, the UK, Italy,
Germany, Canada and Japan,
represent the world’s richest
democracies.

The joint statement devot-
ed a substantial portion to
China, saying that they would
like to build constructive and
stable relations with Beijing
besides expressing serious con-
cerns over China’s aggressive
approaches over Taiwan, East
and South China seas.

They stressed the need to
cooperate with the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy but also
emphasised countering its
“malign practices” and “coer-
cion” in a landmark joint com-
munique on Saturday.

Continued on Page 2

China protests
against G7�s
Hiroshima joint
communique

Papua New Guinea PM
touches Modi�s feet

Akhilesh: Centre�s
ordinance on Delhi
services insult to
Indian judiciary
Lucknow: Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav on
Sunday came in support of
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and said that Centre’s
ordinance on services in the
national Capital was an insult
to judiciary.

“The Delhi ordinance is
an insult to the judiciary. This
is the result of negative poli-
tics of BJP and also of demo-
cratic-injustice,” Yadav said in
a tweet in Hindi. “BJP knows
that it will be defeated in all the
seats of Delhi in the Lok
Sabha elections, that is why it
is already taking revenge from
the public. PTI

�Respect territorial integrity� 

New Delhi: The BJP’s nation-
al spokesperson Prem Shukla
on Sunday took a swipe at Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
following his meeting with his
Delhi counterpart Arvind
Kejriwal, saying he should pay
attention to his State which is
being pushed into “anarchy”
instead of daydreaming about
becoming Prime Minister.
Kumar has been meeting
Opposition leaders in a bid to
forge an alliance of non-BJP
parties and threw his weight
behind Kejriwal over his
protest against the ordinance
brought in by Centre on issue
of authority over transfers and
postings of Delhi Government
officers. (See page 3)

Nitish should give up
�daydreaming� about
becoming PM: BJP 

No ID needed to
exchange `2,000
notes, says SBI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with party general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and her son Raihan Vadra pays tribute to
late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary, at his memorial �Veer Bhumi�, in New Delhi, on Sunday (P4) PTI 

Nitish backs Kejriwal
in tussle with Centre

PNS n NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Sunday

arrested a Jasih-e-Mohammad
(JeM) operative for his
involvement in the terror con-
spiracy case in Jammu &
Kashmir (J&K). The arrest
comes as part of the crackdown
by the NIA against the con-
spiracies being hatched by pro-
scribed terrorist organisations
based across the border to
destabilise India through ter-
rorist attacks in J&K, the NIA
said.

The accused, identified as
Mohd Ubaid Malik of Kupwara
district, was in constant touch
with a Pakistan-based JeM
Commander, according to NIA
investigations.”Investigations
have revealed that the accused
was passing on secret infor-
mation, especially regarding
movement of troops and secu-
rity forces, to the Pakistan-
based Commander,” the agency
said in its statement.

Continued on Page 2

JeM ultra held
in J&K terror
conspiracy case

PTI n SRINAGAR

Counter-drone teams of the
elite NSG are scanning the

sky, marine commandos of the
navy patrolling the picturesque
Dal Lake and scores of security
personnel are on vigil on the
ground to ensure a safe and
secure G20 meeting beginning
here on Monday, officials said.

Preparing to receive at least
60 delegates and 20 journalists
from different parts of the world,
the authorities in militancy-hit
Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) have
made elaborate arrangements
for the third G20 Tourism
Working Group meeting at the
Sher-e-Kashmir International
Convention Centre (SKICC).

This is the first internation-
al meeting being held in Kashmir
after the abrogation of Article 370
and the bifurcation of the erst-
while State into two Union
Territories — Jammu & Kashmir,
and Ladakh.

Aiming to ensure minimum

policing and maximum securi-
ty, the J&K Police has roped in
the Army to cover the higher
reaches of the Zabarwan Range
overlooking the meeting venue
and accommodation facilities
for the guests.

Thirty companies of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), which had earlier been
taken out of J&K for election
duty in the rest of the country,
have since been recalled to fur-
ther strengthen security in the
Valley, where Intelligence inter-
cepts have suggested the presence
of improvised explosive devices
or a vehicle-based IEDs. Officials
said teams of the National
Security Guard (NSG) counter-
drone unit have been pressed
into service to ensure that no
unwanted aerial intrusion takes
place. 

A hit team of the elite “Black
Cat” commandos is in readiness
to deal with any terrorist incident
and a hostage-like situation.

Continued on Page 2

NSG anti-drone unit,
commandos to cover
J&K G20 meet today

PNS n NEW DELHI

With Assembly elections
due in Madhya Pradesh,

Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Mizoram in the
next few months, the Congress
is working on poll strategies in
these States and has convened
a meeting of State leaders on
May 24.

While Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh are two States
ruled by the Congress where it
is hoping to offset the anti-
incumbency factor and fac-
tional fighting by replicating
the “Karnataka strategy”, the
party is also determined to
make a comeback in Madhya
Pradesh where it lost power
after Jyotiraditya Scindia and
some of the MLAs switched
loyalties, sources said.

Party sources said
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge has called a meeting of
its leaders from Telangana,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday to strategise on

the forthcoming Assembly
elections.  Kharge will hold sep-
arate meetings with the State
leaders. Sources said the idea is
to chalk out an early strategy to
reach out to the grassroots. 

“The Bharat Jodo Yatra,
which passed through States
like Telangana, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan, will
benefit the party as the cadres
are already activated and the
party will get the benefit of the
yatra, as it did in Karnataka,”
said the sources. Another
leader said the good schemes
and works initiated by the
Congress Governments in
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh
will be highlighted in a big way

and the poll strategy adopted
by the party leadership in
Karnataka will be replicated in
these poll-bound States. The
grand old party faces peculiar
challenges in several of these
States, especially due to infight-
ing and factionalism, said
sources. 

In Rajasthan, the Congress
has to tackle the festering feud
between Sachin Pilot and Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot. Upping
the ante, Pilot has threatened to
launch an agitation if his
demands are not met by May
end.

There is also an open fight
between Chattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel and
State Minister TS Singh Deo,
who has been staking claim to
top post in State. In Telangana,
too, its State unit chief Revanth
Reddy faces infighting from
State leaders who consider him
an outsider.  In Karnataka, the
party gave five guarantees to
people of State and  politics of
freebies seems to have worked
in its favour.

Cong prepares for next
round of Assembly polls
Kharge calls crucial meet on May 24

Malayalam thriller to be adapted by S Korea after 4 Indian remakes
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