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In a thinly-veiled message
aimed at China and its mil-
itary assertiveness in the
region, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, speaking
in Hiroshima on Sunday,
asked the world to “raise
your voice together
against unilateral attempts
to change the status quo”,
adding that “India has
always been of the opinion
that any tension, any dis-
pute should be resolved
through peaceful means,
through dialogue”.

Referring to his meeting
on Saturday with Ukrai-
ne’s President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, Modi reiterated
that he (Modi) “does not
consider the current situa-
tion as an issue of politics
or economy, but rather a
matter of humanity and
human values”. 

Speaking at yet another
working session on
Sunday at the Hiroshima
G-7 summit entitled
“Toward a Peaceful, Stable
and Prosperous World”,
Modi called for “all coun-
tries to respect the UN
Charter, international law
and sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of all coun-
tries”, a comment seen as
support for Ukraine’s terri-
torial integrity without
naming India’s time-tested
friend and close strategic
partner Russia. Modi also

lashed out at the United
Nations for its failure to
prevent conflicts and
strongly pressed for
reform of the world body,
adding that if this was not
done, the UN and its
Security Council would

just become a “talk shop”.
Reiterating that dialogue
and diplomacy was the
only way to end the
Ukraine conflict, 
Modi pointed out that
“global peace, stability,
and prosperity is our com-

mon objective”, adding
that “developing countries
are the worst affected” due
to the “food, fuel, and fer-
tiliser crisis”.
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COUNTER POINT

SHORT TAKES

MMaaxx:: 40.3OC
MMiinn:: 26.9OC 
RRHH:: 33%
RRaaiinnffaallll:: Nil

FFoorreeccaasstt:: Cloudy sky.
Thunder showers likely.
Max/Min temp. 40/27ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Shobhakrut: Uttarayana

Tithi: Jyeshta Shuddha Tadiya till
11.21 pm

Star: Mrigasira till 10.38 am
Varjyam: 7.44 pm to 9.29 pm

Durmuhurtam: 12.38 pm to 1.30
pm; 3.13 pm to 4.04 pm

Rahukalam: 7.30 am to 9 am
HIJRI CALENDAR
Ziqad 1,1444 AH

PRAYERS
Fajar: 4.35 am

Zohar: 12.23 pm
Asar: 4.45 pm

Maghrib: 6.48 pm
Isha: 8.04 pm

SUNSET TODAY 6.43 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.42 AM

MOONRISE TODAY 7.37 AM
MOONSET TODAY 9.55 PM

New Delhi, May 21: No
form or requisition slip is
required for exchange of
`2,000 notes up to a limit of
`20,000 at a time as part of
exercise to withdraw high-
value currency notes from
circulation.

RBI on Friday announced
withdrawal of `2,000 cur-
rency notes from circula-
tion but gave public time
till September 30 to either
deposit such notes in
accounts or exchange them
at banks.

Unlike the November 2016
demonetisation, when old
`500 and `1,000 notes were
invalidated overnight, the
`2000 notes will continue to
be a legal tender.
According to sources, one
can stand any number of
times in queue for
exchange of `2,000 notes.
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Modi slams China’s bid 
to alter LAC status quo
Criticises UN for its failure to prevent conflicts, seeks reform

Remembering Rajiv

Senior Congress leader Sonia Gandhi pays tributes to her late husband and former
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi at his memorial ‘Veer Bhumi’ in New Delhi on Sunday. 

— PTI | ■■ Full rreport oon PPage 77
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday said
that the President of India
should inaugurate the new
Parliament building and
not the prime minister.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to inau-
gurate the newly con-
structed building on May
28. 

Taking to Twitter,

Gandhi said, “The
President should inaugu-
rate the new Parliament
House and not the Prime
Minister.” 

The inauguration date
coincides with the birth
anniversary of Hindutva
ideologue V.D. Savarkar
and several Opposition
parties have targeted the
government over it.

The Congress has called
it a “complete insult” to
the country’s founding

fathers. The Congress has
termed the project as ‘per-
sonal vanity project of the
PM’. Om Birla met Modi
this week and invited him
to inaugurate the new
building. “A complete
insult to all our Founding
Fathers and Mothers. A
total rejection of Gandhi,
Nehru, Patel, Bose, et al. A
blatant repudiation of Dr
Ambedkar,” Congress gen-
eral secretary Jairam
Ramesh said in reply.

Rahul: Prez., not PM must
open Parliament building
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The ruling BRS is learnt
not to be keen on a pre-poll
alliance for the upcoming
Assembly polls scheduled
for December, according
to party sources. 

BRS president and Chief
Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao is
believed to have asked the
party’s all 104 MLAs,
besides party leaders and
workers, to be prepared to
contest all 119 Assembly
seats. The party would
consider post-poll
alliances if needed, he is
believed to have said.

In 2014 and 2018, the
party, then TRS, contested
all seats without alliance
and formed the govern-
ment on both occasions.
The party is aiming for a
‘hat trick’ and wants to
achieve the feat on its
own, sources said.

They said that further,
the BRS only has the
option to consider Left
parties for alliances as all
other parties in the state

are strongly in its opposi-
tion. 

In the Munugode
Assembly bypoll held in
November 2022, the BRS
formed a pre-poll alliance
with the Left to defeat the
BJP and succeeded, but
the party is unlikely to
revisit the alliance for the
Assembly polls, even as
the Chief Minister had
then stated that the BRS’s
electoral understanding
with the Left parties will
not be confined to just

Munugode.
Seven months on since

the Munugode poll, there
has been no initiative on
the Chief Minister’s part
to ally with the Left par-
ties, whose leaders are
believed to be upset with
the ruling party for failing
to cooperate in devising a
joint action plan to take on
the BJP in Telangana
state.

■■ Page 33: ‘‘Ignored’ bby BBRS,
Left lleaders iirked 

BRS not in favour of
pre-election alliance

KCR may consider post-poll alliance, if needed
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Realtors, farmers and
other landowners of 84 vil-
lages covered under GO
No. 111, in areas within a
10-km radius of
Himayatsagar and
Osmansagar, are waiting
with bated breath for land
prices to skyrocket after
the state Cabinet decided
to scrap the GO last
Thursday.

Official sources in the
stamps and registrations
department said that land
transactions in these vil-
lages, all located in seven
mandals of the erstwhile
undivided Ranga Reddy
district, came down in the
past three days and that
the situation would con-
tinue until the govern-
ment gives clarity on
guidelines for granting
approvals to undertake
construction activities.

Landowners in the area
said that the GO was in
place since 1996 and now
that it has been repealed,
they would be able to sell
their lands for high prices
once the state government
issues guidelines for
granting layout approvals.

Further, realtors, farm-
ers and landowners are
busy setting up fences to
prevent encroachments on
their land parcels, given
the anticipated demand

for land for construction
and related activities.
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GO 111 ends: Landowners
gear up for realty boom
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A father-son duo working
at their farm in Khanapur
village of Bijinepalli man-
dal of Nagarkurnool dis-
trict died on Sunday from
burn injuries they suffered
in a spell of lightning that
accompanied a sudden
downpour in the after-
noon.

The victims were identi-
fied as K. Nagaiah, 55, and
his son Ramesh, 25, both
residents of Velikonda vil-

lage. The two used to culti-
vate paddy on leased lands
and died on the spot when
struck by lightning,
sources said.

Meanwhile, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) predict-
ed more rains this week
due to a trough running
from west Bihar to north
Telangana state.

The IMD issued a yellow
alert for the state, predict-
ing light to moderate rains
with thundershowers at
isolated places across most
of the districts.

Hyderabad, meanwhile,
will experience a partly
cloudy sky and receive
light to moderate 
rains or thundershowers
towards evening or night,

with minimum and maxi-
mum temperatures likely
to be around 38 ºC and
27°C, respectively, accom-
panied by south-westerly
surface winds with a speed

of 4-8 kmph. On Sunday,
the city received rain for
an hour, with most areas
logging a light to moderate
spell. 

Many parts of the city
also experienced thunder-
storms from late afternoon,
bringing the mercury lev-
els down at Hitec City,
Gachibowli, Jubilee Hills,
Banjara Hills, Tolichowki,
Attapur, Charminar and
parts of Old City,
Malakpet, Kapra,
K h a i r a t a b a d ,
Secunderabad, Uppal,
Sainikpuri, Alwal,

Kukatpally, Quthbullapur,
Masab Tank,
Rajendranagar, Madhapur,
Manikonda, Narsingi,
Jeedimetla, Osmania
University, JNTU and
other nearby areas. 

The maximum tempera-
ture in the state on Sunday
was 45°C, recorded at
Mahadevpur in
Jayashankar-Bhupalpally,
followed by Nirmal and
Peddapalle, at 44.9°C, and
Mancherial, at 44.8°C. In
the city, the highest tem-
perature, 41°C, was record-
ed at Chandanagar, accord-

ing to the TS Development
& Planning Society report.

The IMD also downgrad-
ed its heat alert, with only
six districts put on orange
alert. Adilabad,
Mancherial, Komaram
Bheem Asifabad,
Nizamabad, Nirmal and
Peddapelle are expected to
clock the maximum tem-
peratures, of 40-44°C, in the
state while the other dis-
tricts were issued a yellow
alert, with maximum tem-
peratures to be in the
range of 36-40°C, for the
next five days.

Lightning kills father-son duo, more rains this week
Tragedy strikes farmers working in Nagarkurnool dist.; showers bring respite from heat in parts of HydNATURE’S || FURY
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Legal experts are of the
opinion that the Telan-
gana state Cabinet’s deci-
sion on May 18 to scrap GO
(government order) No.
111, which prevents any
activity within a 10-km
radius of Osmansagar and
Himayatsagar, amounts to
contempt of court orders.
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MOVE TO SCRAP
G.O. CONTEMPT OF
COURT: EXPERTS
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Union minister of state
Jitendra Singh said that
the three-day G20 meet-
ing in Srinagar, which
begins on Monday, is an
opportunity for India to
showcase the changed
scenario in Jammu and
Kashmir, which was ear-
lier under the shadow of
Pakistan-sponsored ter-
rorism. 

“The G20 delegates will
be the true messengers of
not only Kashmir, but
also India as has been
envisaged by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi,” Dr Singh said in
an interview.

The third meeting of
the G20 Tourism
Working Group will be
held on Monday to
finalise the communique
for the ministerial meet-
ing in Goa later this
year.

G20 WILL HELP
SHOWCASE J&K
SITUATION: MIN.
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US President Joe Biden
said in jest during the
Quad Summit earlier on
Saturday that he should
take Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s auto-
graph as he was “too popu-
lar”. 

According to news
agency reports citing offi-
cials, it all started when
the US President walked
up to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the
Quad meeting and
referred to the large num-
ber of requests he
(President Biden) was get-
ting from prominent citi-
zens to attend PM Modi’s
programmes during his
state visit to Washington
DC in June.

■■ Page 77: ‘‘You aare ttoo 
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G7 LEADERS LAUD
MODI, BIDEN ASKS
FOR AUTOGRAPH

Papua New Guinea’s Prime Minister James Marape
touches Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s feet upon the
latter’s arrival in Papua New Guinea on Sunday. 

— PTI | ■■ Full rreport oon PPage 77

NO FORMS FOR
EXCHANGE OF
`2,000 NOTES 

Bhopal, May 21: Thirty
two senior citizens from
Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday left from here for
Prayagraj in Uttar
Pradesh on free pilgrim-
age by air under a scheme
of the MP government.

This is the first time that
beneficiaries of the
Mukhyamantri Tirth-
Darshan Yojana in MP are
travelling by air, as per
government officials.

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan reached
the Bhopal Airport to
greet the 32 senior citi-
zens, comprising 24 men
and eight women. The
scheme was launched by
the BJP regime in 2012 and
senior citizens were being
sent for pilgrimage free of
cost by special trains. 

Chouhan recently
announced that air travel
facility will also be includ-
ed in this scheme. — PTI

MP SR CITIZENS
TAKEN ON FREE 

AIR PILGRIMAGE

● ● OOFFFFIICCIIAALL SSOOUURRCCEESS in
the stamps and registra-
tions department said
that land transactions in
these villages came
down in the past three
days and the situation is
likely to continue until
the government gives
clarity on guidelines for
granting approvals to
undertake construction
activities. 

CHALKING UP STRATEGIES
● CHIEF MMINISTER K. Chandrashekar Rao is believed
to have asked BRS MLAs, party leaders and workers to
prepare to contest all 119 Assembly seats.
● THE BBRS may consider post-poll allian-
ces if needed, he is believed to have said.
● IN 22014 and 2018, the BRS (then TRS)
had contested all seats without an
alliance and formed the government on
both occasions.
● BRS OONLY has Left parties to
consider for alliances as the
other parties are strong 
opposition.

● THE India Meteorological Department
predicts more rains this week due to a
trough running from west Bihar to north
Telangana
● YELLOW alert issued for the state, light to
moderate rains with thundershowers likely at isolated
places across most districts
● ON SSUNDAY, Hyderabad received rain for an hour,
with most areas logging a light to moderate spell. 

● PM Narendra Modi and his British counterpart Rishi
Sunak on Sunday reviewed the progress of the ongoing
free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations. 

● PM MMODI received a warm welcome as he arrived in
Papua New Guinea. He will host a key summit on
Monday between India and 14 Pacific island countries
to boost bilateral ties. 


