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IImmpphhaall::  Trucks carrying
essential commodities to vio-

lence-hit Manipur are plying
with special security cover to
ensure that there is no short-

age of goods in the north-
eastern state. The Army and
Assam Rifles, along with the

state government, Manipur
police and Central paramili-

tary forces like the CRPF are
working to provide protec-

tion to vehicles carrying such
goods to and from Imphal

via NH 37. Truck movement
to the Imphal Valley had

stopped due to roadblocks
and fear among transporters

as clashes broke out in
Manipur after a ‘Tribal

Solidarity March’ was organ-
ised in the hill districts on

May 3. — PTI
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and his sister Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra arrive to pay tribute to
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi on his 32nd death
anniversary at his memorial
“Veer Bhumi” in New Delhi on
Sunday. — PTI

Shubhakrut: Uttarayana
Tithi: Jyeshta Shuddha

Tadiya till 11.21 pm
Star: Mrigasira till 10.38 am
Varjyam: 7.44 pm to 9.29 pm 
Durmuhurtam: 12.38 pm to

1.30 pm; 3.13 pm to 4.04 pm
Rahukalam: 7.30 am to 9 am

SUNSET TODAY 7.09 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.26 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 8.06 AM

MOONSET TODAY 9.57 PM

Army, CRPF escort
for trucks carrying

food to Manipur

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The NIA has
arrested Dinesh Gope, the
self-styled supremo of the

proscribed People’s
Liberation Front of India

(PLFI), an agency spokesper-
son said on Sunday. The

PLFI, which mainly operates
in Jharkhand, is a splinter

group of the Maoists. 
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  44

Top Naxal commander
from J’khand arrested

MMiiaammii:: Renowned and influ-
ential British writer Martin

Amis has died aged 73 at his
home in Lake Worth, Florida,

the Booker Prizes said on
Saturday. Amis was one of

the most acclaimed and dis-
cussed writers of the past 50

years and the author of 14
novels. — AFP

Martin Amis, top UK
writer, passes away
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Jr NTR skips his grandfather
N.T. Rama Rao’s centenary
celebrations in Hyderabad

Top UK minister in row over
trying to dodge driving fine
LLoonnddoonn,,  MMaayy  2211::  UK home
secretary Suella
Braverman is under pres-
sure as it was claimed in a
media report on Sunday
that she attempted to
dodge a driving fine after
being caught speeding
outside London when she
was attorney-general of
the country last year.

The Sunday Times
reported that the Indian-
origin Cabinet minister
had asked civil servants
to help her avoid a speed-
ing fine and points on her
driving licence by arrang-
ing a private one-to-one
driving awareness
course.

In the UK, anyone
caught speeding is hand-
ed a fine and penalty
points on their licence
unless they sign up to an
awareness course held in
group sessions or online.

A spokesperson for the
home secretary said she

“accepts that she was
speeding last summer and
regrets doing so”.

“She took the three
points (on her licence)
and paid the fine last
year,” the spokesperson
said.

However, the issue has
been dominating head-
lines in the UK as
Opposition parties
demand an independent
investigation to deter-
mine if Ms Braverman
broke the ministerial
code and British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak’s G-
7 press conference in
Japan was also overshad-
owed by the issue. — PTI

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, MAY 21

Going on a sop-giving
spree ahead of the
Assembly polls at the
end of this year, Madhya
Pradesh chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Sunday offered free
air travel to elderly peo-
ple in the state for their
pilgrimages.

Madhya Pradesh is the
first state in the country
to offer free air travel to
elderly persons going on
pilgrimage. “It is a

dream come true for
elderly persons to go on
pilgrimage by flight”, Mr
Chouhan said, while see-
ing off the first batch of
32 pilgrims who boarded
an Indigo flight for
Prayagraj in UP at Raja
Bhoj airport here. This
included eight women.

The beneficiaries
under the
“Mukhyamantri Tirtha
Darshan Yojana” will go
pilgrimage to different
holy places in India in
the coming eight weeks
in May-July this year.

■ More oon PPage 44

PM hits out at ‘talk shop’ UN,
says need for reforms urgent
SRIDHAR
KUMARASWAMI
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI/HIROSHIMA,
MAY 21

In a thinly-veiled message
aimed at China and its
military assertiveness in
the region, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
speaking in Hiroshima on
Sunday, asked the world
to “raise your voice
together against unilater-
al attempts to change the
status quo”, adding that
“India has always been of
the opinion that any ten-
sion, any dispute should
be resolved through
peaceful means, through
dialogue”. Referring to
his meeting earlier on
Saturday with Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, Mr Modi reit-
erated that he (Modi)
“does not consider the
current situation as an
issue of politics or econo-
my, but rather a matter of
humanity and human val-
ues”.

Speaking at yet another
working session on
Sunday at the Hiroshima
G-7 summit
entitled “Toward a
Peaceful, Stable and
Prosperous World”, Mr
Modi called for “all coun-
tries to respect the UN
Charter, international
law and sovereignty and
territorial integrity of all
countries”, a comment
seen as support for
Ukraine’s territorial
integrity without naming
India’s time-tested friend
and close strategic part-
ner Russia.

Mr Modi also lashed out
at the United Nations for
its failure to prevent con-
flicts and strongly
pressed for reform of the
world body, adding that if
this was not done, the UN
and its Security Council
would just become a “talk
shop”. Reiterating that
dialogue and diplomacy
was the only way to end

the Ukraine conflict, Mr
Modi pointed out that
“global peace, stability,
and prosperity is our
common objective”,
adding that “developing
countries are the worst
affected” due to the “food,
fuel, and fertiliser crisis”.
He referred to Lord
Buddha’s teachings that
enmity should be
replaced with affinity.

In his address, Mr Modi
said: “It is necessary that
all countries respect the
UN Charter, internation-
al law and the sovereignty
and territorial integrity
of all countries. Raise
your voice together
against unilateral
attempts to change the
status quo. India has
always been of the
■ Turn tto PPage 44

■ Calls to resist China’s ‘attempts to change the status quo’
■ Vows India to help resolve Ukraine crisis, ‘for humanity’

No ID, forms to exchange `2,000 notes
Exchange from Tuesday; upto `20,000; but no limit on number of times
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2211:: No
form or requisition slip is
required for the exchange
of ̀ 2,000 notes up to a limit
of `20,000 at one time as
part of exercise to with-
draw high-value currency
notes from circulation.
The RBI on Friday, in a
surprise move, announced
the withdrawal of `2,000
currency notes from cir-
culation but gave the pub-
lic time till September 30
to either deposit such
notes in their accounts or
exchange them at banks.

Unlike the November
2016 shock of demonetisa-
tion, when old `500 and

`1,000 notes were invali-
dated overnight, the `2,000
notes will continue to be
legal tender till September
30. In a communication to
chief general manager of
all its local head offices,
the State Bank of India on
Sunday said that the facil-
ity of exchange of `2,000
notes by the public up to a
limit of `20,000 at a time
will be allowed without
obtaining any requisition
slip.

With regard to the
deposit of such notes in
their own account, the
RBI has not specified any
limit but it will be subject

to compliance with the
KYC norms and other
applicable statutory
requirements.

“Further, no identity
proof is required to be sub-
mitted by the tenderer at
the time of exchange,” the
SBI communication said.

The State Bank asked its
local head offices to
arrange and extend all
cooperation to the public
so that the exercise is
done in a smooth, seam-
less manner without any
inconvenience.

Sources said one can
stand any number of times
in a queue, even on a sin-
gle day, for the exchange
of `2,000 notes.

Although the facility for
exchange is available
from May 23, many cus-
tomers were seen visiting
their branches with the
`2,000 notes on Saturday. 

— PTI

Nitish backs Kejriwal in
AAP tussle with Centre
Delhi CM seeks support over ordinance, RS bill
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI, MAY 21

Bihar chief minister
Nitish Kumar on Sunday
met Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal at the latter’s
official residence in the
national capital and
extended “complete sup-
port” to him in the AAP
government’s ongoing
tussle with the Centre
over the control of admin-
istrative services. Mr
Kumar was accompanied
by his deputy and RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav.

On Friday, the Centre
promulgated the ordi-
nance to create a National
Capital Civil Service
Authority for the transfer
of IAS and DANICS cadre
officers and disciplinary
proceedings against
them. The ordinance was
issued a week after the
Supreme Court handed
over the control of ser-
vices, excluding those
related to police, public
order and land, to the
elected government in
Delhi.

After the meeting with
the Bihar CM, the Delhi

chief minister said that
he will personally reach
out to the chiefs of all
Opposition parties to seek
their support in the mat-
ter so that any bill
brought by the Centre to
replace the ordinance is
defeated in Rajya Sabha.

“On Tuesday, I have a
meeting with the West

Bengal chief minister in
Kolkata at 3 pm. After
that, I will meet every
party’s president to seek
their formal support for
defeating the bill when it
comes up in Rajya
Sabha,” Mr Kejriwal said.

After the May 23 meet-
ing with Ms Banerjee, Mr
■ Turn tto PPage 44
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2211:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday met British
Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak in Hiroshima on
the sidelines of the G-7
summit, during which the
two leaders “reviewed
their comprehensive
strategic partnership,
including taking stock of
progress in India-UK Free
Trade Agreement negotia-
tions”. New Delhi said the
two PMs agreed to deepen
cooperation across a wide
range of areas, such as
trade, investment, science
& technology, higher edu-
cation and people-to-peo-
ple relationships, adding
that “discussions also took
place on India’s ongoing G-
20 presidency”.

■ More oon PPage 33

CBI questions
Wankhede for
5 hrs; HC plea
hearing today
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, MAY 21

The CBI interrogated
former NCB zonal direc-
tor Sameer Wankhede
for five hours on
Sunday, the second day
in a row. The agency
will submit its response
to Mr Wankhede’s peti-
tion in the Bombay HC
on Monday.

The former NCB offi-
cer, who is presently
back at his parent body,
the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence,
has challenged the case
registered against him
by the CBI, accusing
him of trying to extort
`25 crores from actor
Shah Rukh Khan by
threatening to implicate
his son Aryan in a drugs
case. Later, the investi-
gation of the case
against Aryan was hand-
ed over to another NCB
team and Aryan’s name
was dropped from the
list of accused.

A source from the CBI
said the agency has
enough material to
prove a prima facie case
against Mr Wankhede.
“He was questioned
regarding the lapses in
the investigation of the
2021 drugs case,” the
sources said. The
Bombay HC will hear
Mr Wankhede’s petition
seeking quashing of the
CBI case on Monday.

■ More oon PPage 44

Actor Leonardo Dicaprio (left) talks with actress Lily Gladstone as they arrive with
director Martin Scorsese (2nd right) and actor Robert de Niro for the screening of the
film Killers of the Flower Moon at the Cannes Film Festival in southern France on
Saturday. — AFP

Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal with Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar during a
press conference in New Delhi on Sunday. Bihar deputy chief minister Tejashwi
Yadav and AAP MP Sanjay Singh are also seen. — PTI

Shivraj offers free air
travel to old pilgrims

◗ ◗ WWIITTHH RREEGGAARRDD to the
deposit of such notes in
their own account, the
RBI has not specified
any limit but it will be
subject to compliance
with the KYC norms and
other applicable statuto-
ry requirements

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA, MAY 21

Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal's pro-
posed meeting with
West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee on
May 23 in Kolkata has
come as a shot in the
arm for the Trinamul
Congress attempts to
build the Opposition's
unity ahead of the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.

Mr Kejriwal’s agenda
for the tour is to build a
consensus among all the

Opposition parties
against the Centre’s
recent ordinance for the
transfer of IAS and
DANICS cadre officers
and disciplinary pro-
ceedings.

TMC sees it as a boost
to its Opposition unity
goal for 2024. State
finance minister
C h a n d r i m a
Bhattacharya said: “All
the non-BJP states
recognise her (Ms
Banerjee) strategy on
how to fight a battle.”

■ More oon PPage 33

Kejriwal-Mamata meet to
boost TMC Opp. unity bid

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak during a meeting in Hiroshima on
Sunday. — PTI

Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea James Marape
touches Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s feet upon the
latter’s arrival on Sunday. — PTI

Biden jokes PM
too popular: ‘I
need autograph’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii//HHiirroosshhiimmaa,,
MMaayy  2211:: United States
President Joe Biden said in
jest during the Quad sum-
mit earlier on Saturday
that he should take Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
autograph as he was “too
popular”. According to
news agency reports citing
officials, it all started when
the US President walked
up to Mr Modi during the
Quad meeting and referred
to the large number of
requests he (President
Biden) was getting from
prominent citizens to
attend the PM’s pro-
grammes during his next
month’s state visit to
Washington DC.

■ More oon PPage 33

Suella Braverman

Modi, Sunak
review ties,
discuss FTA

PM in Papua New Guinea
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