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HISTORY 
Today is Monday, May 
22, the 142nd day of 2023. 
There are 223 days left in 
the year.
Today’s Highlight in 
History: On May 22, 
1964, President Lyndon 
B. Johnson, speaking at 
the University of Michigan, 
outlined the goals of 
his “Great Society,” 
saying that it “rests on 
abundance and liberty 
for all” and “demands an 
end to poverty and racial 
injustice.”
On this date:
•  In 1960, an earthquake 

of magnitude 9.5, 
the strongest ever 
measured, struck 
southern Chile, claiming 
some 1,655 lives.

IN MEMORY
•  Terry Shimboff
Obituaries, Page A6 
To submit an obituary, 
visit obituaries.
effinghamdailynews.com. 

Today: Mostly sunny with 
a high of 80.
Tomorrow: Mostly sunny 
with a high of 83.
Full report, Page A2
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CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – Lawmakers didn’t 
finish their spring legislative session 
by Friday’s scheduled adjournment 
as negotiations over the state budget 
remain in flux.

The May 19 end to the General 
Assembly’s spring session had been on 
the calendar for months, but it’s not a 
deadline; lawmakers still have until the 
end of May before a constitutional trig-
ger raises the threshold on the number 
of votes needed to pass legislation 
immediately to a three-fifths majority.

Democratic legislative leaders in the 
General Assembly issued a statement 
Friday evening announcing they’ll 
return this week instead of working 
through the weekend. Both chambers 
will be back on Wednesday and Thurs-
day, while the House has scheduled 
Friday session as well.

“When we came to Springfield in 
January, we made it clear that our 
top priority was a fiscally responsible 
budget that prioritized hardworking 
Illinoisans,” Senate President Don 
Harmon and House Speaker Emanuel 
“Chris” Welch said in a joint statement. 
“That continues to be true. Conversa-
tion is ongoing and negotiations are 
productive. We are committed to pass-
ing a good, balanced budget for the 
people of Illinois.”

Last week’s realization that budget 
talks were not wrapping up neatly 
frustrated members on both sides of 
the aisle, but Republicans – who only 
make up a superminority of both the 
Illinois House and Senate – were much 
more vocal about it.

During House floor debate, Rep. 
Jeff Keicher, R-Sycamore, renewed 
his request for an estimate as to when 
a draft copy of the budget might drop 
– or at least a revenue estimate for the 
state’s fiscal year that begins July 1.

“You’re asking me?” replied Rep. Jay 
Hoffman, a Democrat from Swansea 
who was presiding over the House 
chamber at the time. Hoffman’s quip 
elicited laughs from members, and 
Keicher broke into a smile.

“Funny story,” Keicher responded. 
“After I made my inquiry last night, I 
had eight members of the other side of 
the aisle suggest to me that they hadn’t 
seen one either.”

House Republicans’ lead budget 
negotiator Rep. Norine Hammond, 
R-Macomb, said members of her party 
have been essentially uninvolved or 
uninvited to budget negotiations 
throughout the spring session.

“We have attempted numerous 

Leaders 
extend session 
with budget 
unfinished

Several sweeping last-
minute bills surface

NICK TAYLOR
DAILY NEWS

After spending several years advo-
cating for laws protecting stranded 
drivers from injury or even death, 
Distress Bandanna announced that 
both houses of the Illinois General 
Assembly have voted in favor of Sen-
ate Bill 2028, which would amend 
the state’s driver safety protocols to 
include new information and guid-
ance for drivers who are stranded 
and those who might come across 
stranded vehicles on the road.

Both Illinois House and Senate 
voted unanimously to pass SB2028 
on May 16.

If the bill is approved by Gov. J.B 
Pritzker, the state’s safety proto-
cols for stranded drivers would be 
updated and new language would 
be added to the Illinois Rules of 
the Road by the Illinois Secretary 
of State.

According to the bill, the updated 
protocols, among other things, 
advise drivers on how to pull safely 
out of traffic and into a safe location, 
use hazard lights, when to stay in a 
stranded vehicle, and when and how 
to safely exit a stranded vehicle.

“It’s a really important bill,” said 
Vivian Anderson, who owns and 
operates Distress Bandanna along-
side her husband, John. “It’s gonna 
really help save lives across the 
state.”

Distress Bandanna is a nonprofit 
organization that conducts driver 
safety presentations for young driv-
ers across the state through its Teen 
Driver Safety Program.

Distress Bandanna, along with a 
group from Ameren Illinois, visited 
Teutopolis High School in Febru-
ary to teach the school’s driver’s 
education students how to handle a 
variety of high-risk situations that 
might occur when they’re on the 
road, including accidents involving 
downed power lines and becoming 
stranded on the side of the road.

Distress Bandanna’s name comes 
from its product, a large orange and 
white bandanna that can be used in 
a number of emergencies, including 
stranded vehicle incidents in which 
the bandanna can be used to safely 
signal a motorist’s need for assis-

tance.
John and Vivian often stress the 

importance of taking precautions. 
That includes following the “Move 
Over” Law, or Scott’s Law, which 
requires drivers to slow down and 
change lanes as they approach 
stranded vehicles.

“This bill will ensure that Illinois 
driver education students will be 
educated on stranded motorists’ 
safety protocols to reduce injuries 
and fatalities,” Vivian said in an 
email. “It will be a good reminder 
for anyone obtaining or renewing a 

Bill aims to protect 
stranded Illinois drivers

PETER HANCOCK
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois General 
Assembly has passed a bill that would 
allow businesses and public institutions 
to provide multi-occupant all-gender 
bathrooms if they choose to do so.

House Bill 1286 would change current 
state law, under which single-occupancy 
bathrooms are automatically designated 
for all genders, but multi-occupancy 

bathrooms must be designated as male 
or female. It needs only a signature from 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker to become law.

Justin Sia, a Chicago attorney, testified 
in committee this week that he came up 
with the idea for the bill while in law 
school at Loyola University. He described 
it as “a pro-family, pro-business and pro-
safety bill that permits, not mandates, 
public and private entities to install gen-
der inclusive, multi-stall restrooms.”

Sia said he’d heard from transgender 
and gender nonbinary individuals who 
were “insulted and even attacked in male 
or female restrooms simply for who they 
are or for how they look.” But he said he 
also heard from caregivers for adults of 
a different gender and others who would 
benefit from gender-inclusive restrooms.

“We also learned about parents and 
guardians with young children of a dif-
ferent gender who must decide whether 
to leave their children unattended in 
public restrooms, or to enter a restroom 
that doesn’t match their gender,” he said.

In its original form, HB 1286 would 
have required that each toilet stall in 
an all-gender bathroom be separated 
by dividers and have a functioning lock 
mechanism on the door. Urinals, if pres-
ent, also would have to be separated by 
partitions.

But the Senate amended the bill to 
require that all-gender bathrooms 
have “floor-to-ceiling” toilet stalls with 
workable locks and that urinals not be 
allowed.

“We took into consideration the con-

cerns of several members who voiced 
that concern in terms of people who walk 
into a restroom and might be offended by 
a urinal,” bill sponsor Sen. Celina Villan-
ueva, D-Chicago, said during committee. 
“So what we were trying to do is to make 
sure that we address the concerns. And 
again, a urinal is just as good as a toilet.”

“Are they going to be offended if I 
leave the toilet seat up?” asked Sen. Neil 
Anderson, R-Andalusia, in that commit-
tee.

“I mean, I might be offended,” Villan-
ueva replied.

“I’ve raised four boys and it’s going to 
be messy,” said Sen. Jil Tracy, R-Quincy, 
prompting laughter from many in the 

Optional all-gender bathrooms bill will head to governor
Sen. Chapin Rose 

suggests passage of bill 
would lead to violence
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Students from a Teutopolis High School driver’s education class hold a Distress Bandanna as they 
stand beside a group from Ameren Illinois after a safety demonstration in February.

See SESSION  on A2
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Distress Bandanna co-owner and operator John Anderson 
demonstrates how a Distress Bandanna can be used to stop 
bleeding with the help of Teutopolis High School student Wyatt 
Probst.
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DAILYDAILY  NEWSNEWS


