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Two years after first propos-
ing it, a developer is taking
steps to get a new subdivision
in the Boise Foothills off the
ground.
HRE Development, owned by

James Hunter of Boise Hunter
Homes, got approval for a pre-
liminary plan for land on the
eastern side of the Harris
Ranch area in June 2021. In late
January, the developer sub-
mitted a new application to get
approval from City Council on
the final proposal.
A council hearing was origi-

nally set for April 4, but the
location of a public hiking trail

had not been finalized, so that
meeting was postponed. No
new hearing date has been set.
Located at 320 South Council

Springs Road, the community
would sit on a hilltop above
East Junior High School and the
Idaho Shakespeare Festival, just
north of East Millet Drive.
Hunter Homes, which will be

building the Harris Ranch East
subdivision, bought the land
from the Harris Family Limited
Partnership more than two
years ago, according to Harris
Ranch developer Doug Fowler.
Hunter Homes also built Harris
Ranch North.
Though approval of this pre-

liminary Foothills plan is more
recent, the city in 2007 agreed
to allow development of the

area when it adopted the Harris
Ranch Specific Plan. Eight
years after that, the city ap-
proved a proposal to allow a
combined 301 new homes in
the future communities of Har-
ris Ranch North and Harris
Ranch East.
Boise Hunter Homes built

173 homes in the northern sub-
division, leaving the possibility
of 128 more on 115-acre Harris
Ranch East. The developer’s
application this year sought to
build just 59 homes, though,
“well under half of what could
be allowed under this original
entitlement.”
The 59 homes would sit on

lots ranging from 8,400 to
29,280 square feet, according
to the application. Under the

approved preliminary plan,
Boise Hunter Homes would
develop 22 of Harris Ranch
East’s acres for houses and
keep the remaining 93 acres as
natural open space.
“They did a good job on Har-

ris North,” Fowler told the
Idaho Statesman by phone.
“We’ve worked with them a lot
over the last 12 or 13 years, and
they’ll do a quality job on Har-
ris East.”

NEW HIKING TRAIL WOULD
CONNECT TO NATURE
RESERVE
City Council had scheduled

the April 4 hearing on whether
to approve the final subdivision
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The new subdivision in the Boise Foothills would sit east of previous Harris Ranch developments.

Harris Ranch project would
move into Boise Foothills
BY SALLY KRUTZIG
skrutzig@idahostatesman.com
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This month, Idaho Supreme
Court Justice John Stegner
announced he’s retiring from
the bench, forgoing the remain-
ing three years in his term. His
reason: low pay for difficult
work.
Stegner, 69, has served on the

state’s highest court since 2018
and as an Idaho judge since
1997. Discouraged by pay dis-
parities between judges and
attorneys, coupled with an in-
creasingly fraught political
environment for the American
judicial system, Stegner decided
he’ll seek more lucrative and
less taxing employment in the
private sector.
“My fear is that making the

job more difficult, which I think
society is doing in its own way,
and not increasing the salaries
for judges sends a poor mes-
sage,” Stegner told the Idaho
Statesman by phone. “We don’t
value what judges do, and it’s a
very challenging job.”
Idaho ranks near the bottom

in judicial salaries compared
with other states, and judicial
vacancies are attracting fewer
applicants against stiff competi-
tion with high-paying private
firms. After Idaho judges were
the only state employees who
didn’t receive raises last year,
the Idaho Legislature approved
raises this year. But pay is still
lagging behind inflation.

ATTORNEYS DETERRED BY
LOW SALARIES
Stegner told the Statesman

that an attorney with his experi-
ence could earn between $300
and $400 per hour in the pri-
vate sector. An Idaho Supreme

Idaho judges
getting raises,
but still face
low wages

BY RYAN SUPPE
rsuppe@idahostatesman.com
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WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden and

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
will meet in person on Monday
as the government races against
a looming deadline to raise
America’s debt limit before
federal funds potentially run dry
early next month.
The leaders spoke by phone

Sunday as the president re-
turned home on Air Force One
after the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Japan. McCarthy, R-Cal-
if., told reporters at the Capitol
that the call was “productive”
and that the on-again, off-again
negotiations would resume later
in the day.
Both sides have said progress

was being made but that they
remain far apart. Biden’s Trea-
sury Department has said it
could run out of cash as soon as
June 1, and U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said Sunday, “I

think that that’s a hard dead-
line.”
McCarthy said after his call

with Biden that “I think we can
solve some of these problems if
he understands what we’re
looking at.” The speaker added,
“But I’ve been very clear to him
from the very beginning. We
have to spend less money than
we spent last year.”
The Republican leader said

“there’s no agreement on any-
thing” and that ”we’ve all said
our piece about where we are
and we’re trying to find com-
mon ground to get this done.”
Their conversation followed

an exchange of harsh rhetoric
reflecting the high stakes of the
standoff.
Biden said at a news confer-

ence in Hiroshima that House
Republicans must move off their
“extreme positions” on the
now-stalled talks over raising
the debt limit and that there
would be no agreement to avert

Biden, McCarthy
to meet for more
debt ceiling talks
BY ZEKEMILLER, JOSH BOAK
AND STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press
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HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy huddled with
some of his biggest backers as
the Group of Seven summit

closed in Hiroshima on Sunday,
building momentum for his
country’s war effort even as
Russia claimed a battlefield
victory that was quickly dis-
puted by Ukraine.
The Ukrainian leader’s in-

person appearance underscored
the centrality of the war for the

G7 bloc of rich democracies. It
also stole much of the limelight
from other priorities, including
security challenges in Asia and
outreach to the developing
world, that the leaders focused
on at the three-day gathering.
Hosting Japanese Prime

Minister Fumio Kishida said
the group was committed to
“strong backing for Ukraine
from every possible dimen-
sion.”
Zelenskyy held two major

rounds of meetings Sunday,
one with G7 leaders and a sec-
ond with them and a host of
invited guests including India
and South Korea. He also spoke
one-on-one with several lead-
ers.
Hanging over Sunday’s talks

was the Russian claim that
forces of the Wagner private
army and Russian troops had
seized the Ukrainian city of
Bakhmut. The eight-month
battle for the eastern city – seen
by both sides as a major sym-
bolic prize – has been the long-
est and likely bloodiest of the
war.
Comments by Zelenskyy

earlier in the day suggested
that the Russians had finally
taken the city. But he and other
Ukrainian officials later cast
doubt on that assessment, with
Zelenskyy telling reporters that
“Bakhmut is not occupied by

SVENSIMON The Presidential Office of Ukraine via Sipa USA

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, meets with Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on Sunday in Hiroshima, Japan, at the
end of the Group of Seven summit.

G7 ends as Zelenskyy
meets leaders, Russia
claims gains
BY ADAM SCHRECK, FOSTER KLUG
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press
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