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The Mini
Congratulations to all the Siouxland track and fi eld athletes who won 
titles at the Iowa State track meet in Des Moines. You made us proud. — 
JOURNAL EDITORIAL BOARD

InsideSubscribers: Activate your digital account to get 
updated stories, photo galleries, videos, the E-edition 
and hundreds of additional puzzles, games and comics. 
Visit siouxcityjournal.com/activate today.

Travel advisory
NAACP warns Florida is ‘openly 
hostile’ to Black people.   NATION&WORLD, A4

Fifth major 
title
Brooks Koepka delivers another major 
performance to win PGA   SPORTS, B1
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Drowning
Cedar Rapids man dies at West 
Lake Okoboji.  LOCAL & NATION, A2

MASON DOCKTER
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SIOUX CITY — The Sioux City 
Council on Monday will be asked 
to award a $1.75 million contract 
to replace an aging well. 

SuBSurfco, LLC, a South Sioux 
City general contractor, was the 
sole bidder for the well project 
when it went out for bid early 
this month. Their estimate, 
$1,756,205.35, was 53 percent 
higher than the engineer’s esti-
mate of $1,144,807, according to 
the city council’s agenda. 

The project would replace Well 
No. 2, which was built in 1971. 

“During the last well rehabil-
itation e� ort, some major defi -
ciencies were found in the well 
casing rendering the well inop-
erable. The decision was then 
made to o� set and redrill a new 
well to regain the lost capacity,” 
the city council agenda item says. 

The project should be com-
plete by June 30, 2024. It will be 
paid for with federal American 
Rescue Plan funds. 

In other business  
The Council will also vote 

Monday on a resolution to au-
thorize city sta�  to negotiate 
with U.S. Bank to provide bank-
ing and ancillary services to the 
city for a period of fi ve years, 
with three possible one-year 
extensions. 

The city has banked with Wells 
Fargo fore more than 50 years, 
according to the council agenda. 
A Request for Qualifi cations 
(RFQ) for Banking and Ancillary 
Services was issued in February 
and proposals were submitted in 
March. 

Proposals were received from 
Central Bank, First Interstate 
Bank, U.S. Bank, and Wells Fargo. 
Interviews were held in April 
with Wells Fargo and the Min-
neapolis-based U.S. Bank. 

The city is expected to see sav-
ings of around $2,000 per month 

EARL HORLYK
ehorlyk@siouxcityjournal.com 

SIOUX CITY — Zena Keoasa, 
the 11-month-old daughter of 
Peggy La, was mesmerized by a 
colorful poster for the 11th annual 
Siouxland Asian Festival.

“You were still in my belly, 
weren’t you?” La noted with a 
smile. “Zena was born a week after 
last year’s Asian Fest.”

Obviously, this year’s celebra-
tion of Asian culture won’t be as 
eventful but La, one of the co-
founders, promises the festival 
will have something for everybody.

“We’ll have plenty of games, 

entertainment and nine food 
vendors,” she said of the festival 
that is taking place from noon to 
4 p.m. Saturday at Yummi Blox, 
700 W. Seventh St. “The best way 
to learn about a di� erent country 
or a di� erent culture is through 
their food.”

Plus, this year, the majority of 
Siouxland’s diverse Asian pop-
ulation will be represented, ac-
cording to Revathi Vongsiprasom, 
who is on the festival’s planning 
committee.

“Asians are a diverse people,” 
Vongsiprasom, a person of In-
dian descent, explained. “Asians 
can have darker skin and di� er-
ent-shaped eyes. But no matter 
how we look, we want to be part 
of the community.”

Which is very important, said 
City of Sioux City Community 

Inclusion Liaison Semehar Ghe-
brekidan.

“The Asian community has a 
long history in our community,” 
she said. “The Asian Festival is a 
celebration of the culture as well 
as an introduction of it.”

Small Asian-owned businesses 
are plentiful on West Seventh 
Street.

From its eastern end to the west 
end where the street turns into 
Villa Avenue, restaurants, co� ee 
shops, body shops and hair salons 
owned by Chinese, Vietnamese, 
Thai and Laotian businesspeople 
may be found within walking dis-
tance of one another.

That is another reason why La, 
whose family owns Hong Kong 
Supermarket, 501 W. Seventh St., 
moved Asian Fest from its former 
home in Riverside Park to its cur-

rent location at Yummi Blox last 
year.

“We want people to see the 
diversity of businesses located 
on West Seventh Street,” she ex-
plained. “From white-owned, 
Black-owned, Hispanic-owned 
and Asian-owned businesses, 
Sioux City is well-represented 
here.”

Every year, the Siouxland Asian 
Festival attracts as many as 1,000 
people. This is very encouraging 
for La, who wants daughter Zena 
to always know about her heritage. 

“Many Asian kids grow up, as-
similate into the dominant cul-
ture,” she said. “We lose a part of 
ourselves when that happens.”

“With Asian Fest, my children 
will not only know their heritage 
but they’ll also be proud of it,” La 
added. 

Celebrating community
TIM HYNDS, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL 

Zena Keoasa, the eleven-month-old daughter of Peggy La, plays with Siouxland Asian Festival festival fl iers as La, one of the eleventh annual 
event’s founders, talks about this year’s event. Featuring music, games and food from nine di� erent vendors, the Asian Fest will be held from 
noon to 4 p.m. Saturday at Yummi Blox, 700 W. Seventh St. 

Council to 
vote on well 
replacement 
contract

STEPHEN GROVES, ZEKE MILLER 
AND JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House and House Republicans 
wrapped up another round of 

debt ceiling talks 
Sunday as Wash-
ington races to 
strike a budget 
compromise along 
with a deal to raise 
the nation’s bor-
rowing limit and 
avert an econo-
my-wrecking fed-
eral default. 

President Joe Biden and House 

Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy spoke 
by phone Sun-
day while the 
president was 
returning home 
on Air Force One 
after the Group 
of Seven summit 
in Japan. Upbeat, 

McCarthy, R-Calif., told report-
ers at the Capitol that the call was 

“productive” and that the on-
again, o� -again negotiations be-
tween his sta�  and White House 
representatives are focused on 
spending cuts.

Biden and McCarthy are set 
to meet for a pivotal meeting 
Monday at the White House.

Negotiators for the Democratic 
president and Republican speaker 
met for 2 ½ hours at the Capitol as 
talks appear to be narrowing on a 

2024 budget year cap that would 
be key to resolving the stando� . 
“We’ll keep working,” said Steve 
Ricchetti, counselor to the pres-
ident, as the White House team 
exited. The Republicans were not 
seen leaving the speaker’s o�  ce 
and o� ered no immediate com-
ment after the talks.

Biden, McCarthy plan Monday meeting

McCarthy Biden 

‘THE BEST WAY TO LEARN ABOUT A DIFFERENT COUNTRY’

Siouxland Asian 
Festival bringing food, 
fun to W. 7th Street
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President, speaker 
had debt-limit phone 
call Sunday
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