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MercyOne Des Moines is closing its
MercyOne Johnston Hospice House —
shutting down one of only three stan-
dalone hospice facilities in the metro
area — because of rising costs and
staffi�ng shortages.

On Friday, the health system con-
fi�rmed that the standalone hospice fa-
cility at 5820 Winwood Drive in John-
ston will stop admitting new patients
in coming days in preparation for its
plans to cease operations in a few
weeks.

Offi�cials did not clarify whether
there is an offi�cial closure date for the
12-bed facility and did not disclose the
number of patients still receiving care
at the facility, which off�ers end-of-life
care. 

“With care and safety as top priori-
ties, we will work closely with our hos-
pice patients and families to ensure a
smooth transition,” Mark McPherson,
president and CEO of Trinity Health At
Home, said in a statement to the Des
Moines Register. “This decision is one
part of an overall plan to address the
economic realities of the fundamental
shift in health care post-pandemic.”

Health system offi�cials also did not
disclose whether there will be any em-
ployee terminations as a result of this
closure. 

What did the MercyOne Johnston
Hospice House offer?

The Johnston facility off�ered inpa-
tient care to those with terminal ill-
nesses, with a goal of providing com-
fort to those who are no longer seeking
curative treatment for their illnesses.
That includes pain and symptom man-
agement, as well as bereavement sup-
port. 

MercyOne Des Moines Hospice
Care will continue to provide in-home
hospice care. Those needing inpatient
hospice care will be off�ered it at the
hospital. 

McPherson said in a statement that
more patients are choosing residential
hospice care so they can spend their fi�-
nal days at home.

“This option provides comfort, sup-
port and quality of life for patients 
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Eight months into the Iowa Supreme
Court’s 2022-2023 term, the state’s
highest court has already issued some
momentous decisions. But the highest-
profi�le case of the term, on abortion
rights, still awaits a ruling, and more le-
gal upheavals could come before the
justices hang up their robes at the end
of June.

No case has drawn more interest
than Planned Parenthood v. Reynolds,
the lawsuit that will decide whether
Iowa bans abortions in nearly all cases
after the sixth week of pregnancy.

“The Planned Parenthood case pre-
sents a mix of hot button political ques-
tions — the extent to which the Iowa

Constitution protects a right to abor-
tion — and highly technical legal proce-
dure issues,” Matt McGuire, an attorney
at Nyemaster Goode and a contributor
to the fi�rm’s “On Brief” appellate blog,
said in an email. “I could see this appeal
being resolved on a number of potential

diff�erent grounds, and it is diffi�cult to
predict based how the justices have
voted in past cases relating to
abortion.”

The court began its adjudicative
term on Aug. 30, and since then has re-
peatedly made headlines: reversing a
2017 decision that had allowed Iowans
to sue the state for violations of their
constitutional rights, siding with jour-
nalists in a public records lawsuit
against Gov. Kim Reynolds, and over-
turning a state law governing utility
projects in a decision that led Republi-
cans to refuse to answer questions
about other bills during the recent leg-
islative session.

In addition to the scores of cases al-
ready heard and decided this term, the
court has yet to issue decisions on more
than a dozen cases that have already
been argued. All will need to be resolved
or postponed to the 2023-2024 session 
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“The Planned Parenthood
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to abortion — and highly
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JOHNSTON SPRINT MEDLEY
RELAY SECURES STATE TITLE

The Johnston sprint medley relay team celebrates after winning the Class 4A title at the state track and field

championships Saturday at Drake Stadium. Members of the team included Tatum Fox, Owen Ellsworth,

Kaia Fox and Jashua Anglo. The three-day state track and field meet wrapped up Saturday. Stories and

photo galleries at DesMoinesRegister.com NIRMALENDU MAJUMDAR/THE REGISTER


