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Former longtime isle 
lawmaker Sam Slom 
dies at age 81
LOCAL / B1

Brooks Koepka becomes first 
LIV player to win major with 
PGA Championship victory
SPORTS / C1 

Miami blows out 
Boston 128-102 
to take 3-0 lead in
East finals and put
Celtics on the brink
SPORTS / C1 
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The Hawaii Tourism Authority is 
slated to make three major awards 
today, covering procurement to 
manage the brands and market Ha-
waii to the United States and Can-
ada, and to offer support services 
for destination stewardship.

If all goes smoothly it’s a piv-
otal opportunity to earn the trust 
of the state Legislature, whose 
doubts left the agency without 
a dedicated source of funding 
this year.

Trust will be paramount as law-
makers allowed the only bill with 
an HTA appropriation, House Bill 
1375, to die at the end of session. 
The bill, introduced by state Rep. 
Sean Quinlan (D, Waialua- Kahuku-
Waiahole) along with other House 
members started with a focus on 
repealing the HTA and its board 
and replacing it with a Destination 
Management Agency that would 
fall under the state Department of 
Business, Economic Development 
and Tourism and would be 
headed by a commission rather 
than a board. The bill took on 
many new forms throughout the 
session and in conference, and ul-
timately the clock ran out before 
lawmakers reached consensus 
leaving HTA intact but without 
adequate funding.

Lawmakers, however, did open 
the door in the final days of ap-
proval for the state budget bill, 
House Bill 300, for HTA to petition 
up to $60 million from a $200 mil-
lion appropriation to the state 
Budget and Finance Department. 
But the move was more of a lifeline 
than a vote of confidence, and 
whether HTA gets the funding will 
be subject to a five-point system of 
checks and balances, and likely 

By Allison Schaefers
aschaefers@staradvertiser.com

HTA PROCUREMENT

Funding
allows 
agency 
to cover 
needs

IAM TONGI WINS
The 18-year-old Kahuku native takes the “American Idol” Season 21 crown

I think they are moving 
in the right direction. It 
just hasn’t been fast 
enough.”

Sean Quinlan
State representative 
(D, Waialua- Kahuku-Waiahole) 

———

Please see HTA, A6
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“A
merican Idol” judge 
Katy Perry predicted it, 
the “line” in Las Vegas 
put odds on it, and on 
Sunday it came to be: 

Iam Tongi — Kahuku-born-and-
raised, “priced out of paradise” 
and now a resident of Federal 
Way, Wash. — won Season 21 of 
“American Idol.”

Tongi defeated runner-up Megan 
Danielle of Georgia and third-place 
finalist Colin Stough of Mississippi 
to take the title

Family members, friends, neigh-
bors and a couple of curious pass-
ers-by screamed and yelled their 
approval when “Idol” emcee Ryan 
Seacrest announced Tongi was 
the winner. The celebration soon 
moved to both sides of Kameha-
meha Highway where cheering 
members of “Team Tongi” waved 
signs, flags and banners at passing 
cars and drivers responded by 
honking their horns.

“We’re very proud of this boy,” 
Tongi’s aunt, Verona Tuifua, said, 
speaking amid the cacophony. 
“I know lots of people expected 
it but we were still a little bit iffy 
about it (until it actually hap-
pened). But we’re just so proud of 
the hard work he’s put through, 
and everything that he did to get 
here, and all the while he’s still the 
Iam that we’ve always known. He 
is still the same guy. He hasn’t 

By John Berger
jberger@staradvertiser.com

Family, friends and 
fans at a watch 
party held in 
Hauula on Sunday 
reacted after Iam 
Tongi won the 
“American Idol” 
competition. At 
left, Tongi acknowl-
edged the crowd 
during the show’s 
fi nale. Below, 
Tongi performed 
after he was an-
nounced as this 
season’s winner.

ABC
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Please see TONGI, A6


