
Police Chief Ben Moszkowicz 
told about 50 who attended a 
panel discussion Saturday at East 
Hawaii Cultural Center “trust is 
the currency” that leads to better 
relations between the community 
and police.

“If you go to the police depart-
ment as a banking system, if I 
have no trust in my account, I 
can’t go make a withdrawal. I can’t 
do anything,” Moszkowicz said. “If 
the public doesn’t trust their police 
department, then essentially, we’re 
powerless.”

The forum, “Community 

and Policing,” began with four 
University of Hawaii at Hilo stu-
dents presenting findings of a 
research study they helped conduct 
as part of a 300-level criminolo-
gy class taught by Ellen Meiser, 
a UH-Hilo assistant professor of 
sociology. The study was initiated 
by EHCC with funding from the 
Hawaii Council for the Humanities.

According to Carol Walker, 
EHCC’s executive director, EHCC 
commissioned the study to honor 
the history of its building at 141 
Kalakaua St. — which, decades 
ago, served as Hilo’s police station, 
courthouse and jail.

Researchers surveyed 250 

individuals of diverse ages and 
backgrounds.

According to the study, the 
top three safety concerns in East 
Hawaii are drugs, property crime, 
and a lack of police presence.

Only about 1 in 3 respondents 
feel there is currently a positive 
relationship between the commu-
nity and the police department, 
according to the survey. That’s 
down significantly from the 73% 
who felt the police and community 
had a positive connection between 
1930 and 1970, the study states.

Despite that, about 80% sur-
veyed feel comfortable contacting 
police to report a crime, but almost 
half, 49%, don’t believe police treat 
all people fairly.

And 19% report that they or their 
families are directly impacted by 
incarceration. That’s significantly 
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Debt ceiling: 
Biden, 

McCarthy to 
meet today

WASHINGTON — The 
White House and House 
Republicans wrapped up 
another round of debt 
ceiling talks Sunday as 
Washington races to strike 
a budget 
compro-
mise along 
with a deal 
to raise the 
nation’s 
borrow-
ing limit 
and avert 
an econo-
my- wreck-
ing federal 
default.

President 
Joe Biden 
and House 
Speaker 
Kevin 
McCarthy 
spoke by phone Sunday 
while the president 
was returning home on 
Air Force One after the 
Group of Seven summit in 
Japan. Upbeat, McCarthy, 
R-Calif., told reporters at 
the Capitol that the call 
was “productive” and that 
the on-again, off-again 

negotiations between his 
staff and White House 
representatives are 
focused on spending cuts.

Biden and McCarthy 
are set to meet for a pivot-
al meeting Monday at the 
White House.

Negotiators for the 
Democratic president and 
Republican speaker met 
for 2 1/2 hours as talks 
appear to be narrowing 
on a 2024 budget year 
cap that would be key to 
resolving the standoff. 
“We’ll keep working,” said 
Steve Ricchetti, counselor 
to the president, as the 
White House team exited.

They face a deadline, as 
soon as June 1, when the 
government could run out 
of cash to pay its bills. 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen said Sunday that 
June 1 is a “hard deadline.”

McCarthy said after 
his call with Biden that “I 
think we can solve some 
of these problems if he 
understands what we’re 
looking at.” The speaker 
added, “But I’ve been very 
clear to him from the very 
beginning. We have to 
spend less money than we 
spent last year.”

McCarthy emerged 
from that conversation 
sounding optimistic and 
was careful not to criticize 

Police Chief Ben Moszkowicz answers a question Saturday while participating in a panel on 
“Community and Policing” at the East Hawaii Cultural Center in Hilo. KELSEY WALLING/TRIBUNE-HERALD

Chief talks trust
EHCC PANEL DISCUSSION FOCUSES 

ON RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
COMMUNITY AND POLICE

BY JOHN BURNETT
HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD

Drass Jordan sits Friday at Liliuokalani Park and 
Gardens in Hilo. KELSEY WALLING/TRIBUNE-HERALD

Keaau boy will represent Hawaii

Drass Jordan of Keaau 
is a typical 9-year-old boy 
who loves soccer, archery, 
hip-hop, and hanging 
out with his three sisters 
and baby brother. But at 
the age of 2, Drass was 
diagnosed with type 1 
diabetes, an autoimmune 
disease where a person’s 
pancreas stops producing 
insulin.

“We didn’t have any 

experience with type 1 
diabetes,” his mother, 
Dana Hernandez, told the 
Tribune-Herald. “This is 
a 24/7 thing, he’s got a 
pump connected to him, a 
(continuous glucose mon-
itoring device) connect-
ed to him, and he has to 
think about his diabetes 
every time he puts some-
thing in his mouth to eat. 
It’s an all-the-time thing.”

Drass found inspira-
tion in the diagnosis, 
though, and this year, he 

was selected out of nearly 
1,000 applicants to attend 
the biannual Juvenile 
Diabetes Research 
Foundation’s Children’s 
Congress in Washington, 
D.C., where he will repre-
sent Hawaii.

“It was a big surprise, 
and he was very excited 
about it,” said Hernandez, 
who will be traveling with 
him. “They even let us 
come early because we’re 
all the way in Hawaii, but 
there’s families from all 
over participating, and it’s 
going to be pretty cool.”

Drass was excited when 

the acceptance letter 
arrived in the mail, and 
he’s looking forward to 
meeting the other student 
representatives.

“I’ve never been to 
Washington, D.C., 
before,” he told the 
Tribune-Herald.

The honor was well-
earned, with the appli-
cation requiring him to 
make a video and com-
plete several other proj-
ects beforehand.

“He had to make 
three scrapbooks for the 
senators and represen-
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