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BY CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL
Times Staff Writer

Roughly 250,000 Floridians
have lost their Medicaid health
coverage since mid-April, when
the state began reviewing the eli-
gibility of more than 5 million
people on its rolls, a figure that
swelled in the pandemic.
More are expected to lose cov-

erage as the Florida Department
of Children and Families contin-
ues the review process, which
was paused when the federal gov-
ernment asked states to suspend

yearly checks on who qualified.
More than 1.7 million people got
onMedicaid during the pandemic.
Health care advocates have

warned about the adverse impacts
of dropping children, parents
and young adults from the fed-
eral health insurance program
for the nation’s poorest residents.
State officials said earlier this
year they were aware of at least
900,000 individuals who would
no longer qualify once the public
health emergency ended. Another
850,000 recipients had not

responded to requests for infor-
mation to determine their eligibil-
ity.
Here are five things to know

about theMedicaid “unwinding.”

Whyisthishappening?
Early on in the pandemic, the

federal government encouraged
states to provide continuous Med-
icaid coverage, keeping people
enrolled even when they got pay
raises or new jobs that would have
made them ineligible. In return,
the federal government paid states

a higher share ofmedical bills.
With the public health emer-

gency over, the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services has
given states up to a year to tran-
sition back to normal operations,
which includes reviewing if some-
one earns too much to qualify for
the insurance.

Howisthestatenotifying
peopleonMedicaid?
People are being notified by

mail, email, texts, phone calls and
through social media and news

coverage, according to the Florida
Department of Children and Fam-
ilies. The department published
a plan earlier this year saying it
would hire 137 call center agents
to deal with an anticipated surge
in calls.
Medicaid recipients should log

onto their myaccess account at
tinyurl.com/MyFla to ensure
their contact information is up
to date. They also should look
for an email, text messages or
an envelope with a yellow stripe

Medicaid: 5 things to know
About 250,000Floridians have lost their coverage sincemid-April, withmore expected.

BY OLIVIA GEORGE
Times Staff Writer

The NAACP, citing Gov. Ron
DeSantis’ “aggressive attempts
to erase Black history and to
restrict diversity, equity, and
inclusion programs in Florida
schools,” is urging travelers to
rethink trips to the state.
“Before traveling to Florida,

please understand that the state
of Florida devalues andmargin-
alizes the contributions of, and
the challenges faced by African
Americans and other commu-
nities of color,” reads the organi-
zation’s formal travel advisory,
announced Saturday.
Initially put forward to

the national board of direc-
tors by the NAACP’s Florida
State Conference, the advisory
stems from what the organiza-
tion describes as “unrelenting
attacks on fundamental free-
doms” from the governor.
Last week, DeSantis signed

legislation that prohibits Flor-
ida schools from spending any
state or federal funding onmost
programs or campus activities
that advocate for diversity and
inclusion policies, part of a slate
of higher education reforms he
says are aimed to curb so-called
“woke” ideology on campuses.
DeSantis previously signed

legislation restricting how
workplaces and schools can
discuss race and blocked an
Advanced Placement African
American Studies course in the
state’s public schools, claiming
it lacked “educational value.”
An email was sent Sunday

morning to the governor’s office
seeking comment.
In response to the advisory,

the mayor of Tampa assured
prospective visitors they would
be receivedwith “open arms.”
“Diversity and inclusion are

central to what makes Tampa
one of America’s greatest and
friendliest cities,” Mayor Jane
Castor said in a statement Sun-
day morning. “That will never
change, regardless of what hap-
pens in Tallahassee.”
The city is reaching out to

several upcoming conven-
tion groups to “make sure
they understand the reality of

NAACP
sets Fla.
travel
advisory
The organization
warns that the state
is “openly hostile”
to people of color.
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The planned expansion would add about 60,000
square feet to the Dalí Museum, almost doubling
its footprint on St. Petersburg’s waterfront.

BY JACK EVANS
Times Staff Writer

Pinellas County should give the Dalí
Museum $34 million it is seeking, its tour-
ism board said last week, which would
cover about half the cost of a planned
expansion.
The Tourist Development Council made

the recommendation at its monthly meet-
ingWednesday. The final decision restswith
the Pinellas County Commission, whichwill
vote onwhether to approve the funding this

summer, County Administrator Barry Bur-
ton said Thursday.
Staff members who researched the Dalí’s

role in bringing tourists to the county
suggested that commissioners meet the
museum partway, at about $25 million,
Burton said. The council — a mix of elected
officials and business leaders from around
the county — opted for the full amount the
museumhad sought.
“Even though there’s a little disagreement

(between staff and the council) in terms of
the amount, there’s no disagreement that
we love the Dalí, and it’s a very big commu-
nity asset,” Burton said.
The Dalí’s executive director, Hank Hine,

Panel says Dalí should get $34M to expand
TheTourist Development
Council recommends the
county fully fund the request.
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MilwaukeeBrewers shortstopWilly Adames, who formerly played for TampaBay, poses likeRays outfielder Randy
Arozarena after hitting a solo home run in the second inning at Tropicana Field on Sunday.WithAdames startingMil-
waukee’s offense, the teamused three home runs to beat theRays 6-4. The loss dropped theRays to 34-14 and 21-4 at
home; it also cut their lead in the very competitive American LeagueEast to just 2½games over the BaltimoreOrioles,
with the division rival Toronto Blue Jays coming to the Trop for a four-game series starting today.Sports,1C

SETBACKATHOME
IVY CEBALLO | Times

Brewers 6, Rays 4

ST. PETERSBURG —
Turns out, Rays fans are
not the only ones show-
ing a renewed interest in
recent happenings in and
aroundTropicana Field.
The Athletic reported

Sunday that the Rays are
getting inquiries from pro-
spective ownership groups
that might have an inter-
est in moving the team
out of the market, as well
as Tampa businessperson

DanDoyle Jr.
The Rays did not

respond to specific details
in the story, which was
based on anonymous

sources, but owner Stu-
art Sternberg did issue a
statement that aimed for a
more positive tone.
“I expect we will build

a ballpark in Tampa Bay
that will keep the Rays
here for generations to
come,” Sternberg said. “I
also plan on remaining

Investors calling, but is Sternberg listening?
TheRays owner says that Tropicana
Field talks remain the team’s focus.
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