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Students protest new leadership
during New College graduation 
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While Gov. Ron DeSantis continues
his post-legislative session victory lap
around Florida signing bills into law, the

residents of Siesta Key again were left
disappointed after a bill that would have
allowed the island’s residents to vote to
create their own town died in commit-
tee.

The bill, sponsored by State Rep. Fio-
na McFarland, R-Sarasota, sailed
through its fi�rst committee stop in a
unanimous vote but died in the Ways
and Means Committee without making
it onto an agenda.

That committee is vice-chaired by
State Rep. James Buchanan, a Republi-
can who represents south Sarasota
County. Buchanan has opposed the bill,
representing the lone vote against the
bill at the Sarasota County Legislative
Delegation meeting in January when it
was sent to Tallahassee on a three-one
vote.

Siesta Key residents can’t vote
to form new town after bill dies
Didn’t make agenda in
Buchanan’s committee

Derek Gilliam
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK Well over 100 people marched down
Beach Road in Siesta Key in favor of
incorporating the barrier island into
Sarasota’s newest town in 2021.
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S
ix Sarasota and Mana-

tee County high

schools held com-

mencement ceremon-

ies on Friday night, from Parrish

Community High School to

Venice High, from Oak Park to

Sarasota Polytechnical. See all

of the Herald-Tribune’s gradua-

tion photo galleries online at

bit.ly/2023graduations.

A look at the Class of 2023

Graduate Rayona McNear, 18, during Parrish Community High School’s Class of
2023 commencement ceremony at Bradenton’s LECOM Park baseball stadium
Friday afternoon, recognizing some 400 graduates.
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High school graduations 1C and 3C

Marissa Jimenez hugs
Spanish teacher Monica
Corso as she takes the
fi�eld for the 2023 Venice
High School
commencement
ceremony at Powell-Davis
Field on Friday. Jimenez
will continue her studies
at the University of
Medical Sciences in Costa
Rica. Venice High School,
which was founded in the
1940s, had a graduating
class of around 600
students. MATT HOUSTON/

HERALD-TRIBUNE

WASHINGTON – Debt limit talks be-
tween the White House and House Re-
publicans stopped, started and stopped
again Friday at the U.S. Capitol, a dizzy-
ing series of events in high-stakes nego-
tiations to avoid a potentially cata-
strophic federal default.

President Joe Biden’s administration
is reaching for a deal with Republicans
led by House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
as the nation faces a deadline as soon as
June 1 to raise the country’s borrowing
limit, now at $31 trillion, to keep paying
the nation’s bills. Republicans are de-
manding steep spending cuts the Dem-
ocrats oppose.

Negotiations came to an abrupt
standstill earlier in the day when Mc-
Carthy said it’s time to “pause” talks.
But the negotiating teams convened
again in the evening only to quickly call
it quits for the night. 

Biden, attending the Group of Seven
summit in Japan, continued to express
optimism that an agreement will be
reached, saying that negotiating hap-
pens “in stages.”

“I still believe we’ll be able to avoid a
default and get something done,” he
said. 

His press secretary, Karine Jean-
Pierre, earlier had acknowledged the
diffi�culty of the talks. 

“There’s no question we have serious
diff�erences,” she said, without outlining
any of them. 

‘Serious
diff�erences’
remain in
debt talks
Biden optimistic a deal
can be reached with GOP

Lisa Mascaro, Farnoush Amiri 
and Zeke Miller
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