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Northwest Florida residents are all
too familiar with the devastating im-
pacts that hurricane season can bring. 

Florida Power and Light offi�cials,
however, say they are prepared to keep
the lights on in Escambia and Santa Ro-
sa counties as they unveiled cutting
edge technology during a press confer-
ence Friday.

“Today you have a chance to see
some of the technology that we use, and
some of these are new to us in North-
west Florida,” said FPL Director of Ex-
ternal Aff�airs Jim Bush. “As Floridians,

we know how susceptible our state is to
hurricanes, so that’s why we prepare
year-round for storm season.”

Some of the technology FPL uses af-
ter large-scale storms includes FPLAir
One, Drone-in-a-box and their EVolu-
tion trailer. 

What is FPL’s FPLAir One
fi�xed-wing drone?

FPL’s fi�xed-wing drone resembles a
small, single rotor airplane, but is a gas
powered drone that weighs approxi-
mately 1,800 pounds and is used to as-
sess damage caused by hurricanes or
large storms, according to FPL’s Flight
Operations Manager Heath McLemore. 

The FPLAir One plane can collect
real-time data of post-storm damage,
which can be sent to FPL’s mobile com-
mand center used to keep personnel
connected and allows FPL to see out-
ages in real time.

“Some of the huge benefi�ts of this is
it has about a 20-plus hour fl�ight time
on it,” McLemore told the News Jour-
nal. “Think of this as our own storm
chaser where we can follow that path
of the storm and assess any damage or
fl�ooding that occurred from a much
higher level and much broader level
than we can do with smaller drones.”

McLemore said they used FPLAir 

Florida Power and Light drone operators launch a drone from a self-contained weather-ready shelter during a
demonstration of the company’s damage assessment capabilities. TONY GIBERSON/TGIBERSON@PNJ.COM
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Republicans insist deep red Florida
will be a lock for the GOP presidential
nominee next year, but could it help
re-elect President Joe Biden just the
same?

This spring, the governor and the
Republican supermajority in Tallahas-
see served up an unsparingly red-
meat legislative menu for the base. 

Those entrées included a six-week
abortion ban, repeal of a state permit
requirement to carry a concealed fi�re-
arm and expansion of a parental rights
in education bill dubbed by critics as
the “Don’t Say Gay” law. Then there is
the plethora of policies critics say are
eff�orts to curtail academic freedom in
universities, ban from books from K-12
classroom shelves and end diversity
programs.

Florida Republicans’ woke assault
on the Walt Disney Co., which has be-
come a legal quagmire, is also being
watched nationally. It’s a potentially
fraught issue for voters in Midwest
states where economic investment is
coveted to reinvigorate industry and
job creation.

As the hanky drop was readied to
close out the 60-day session, Gov. Ron
DeSantis, who according to reports
will fi�le candidacy papers next week
with an announcement around
month’s end, boasted Floridians had
never witnessed “a bolder and more
productive six months in the history of
the state of Florida in terms of really
delivering on big promises.” The Flori-
da Republican Party cheerfully tweet-
ed: “Gov. @RonDeSantisFL and the
Florida Legislature delivering results
for Floridians.”

But the Sunshine State’s well-
earned reputation as the nation’s petri
dish for hard-right laws and MAGA-
fueled public policy, Democrats say, is
exactly what will help them win over
independent voters in critical swing
states — like Michigan, Pennsylvania, 

Florida a
steep hill
for Biden 
Antonio Fins
Palm Beach Post
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TALLAHASSEE — Every year for
nearly a decade, three names were add-
ed to the Florida Civil Rights Hall of
Fame, to honor those who’ve made sig-
nifi�cant contributions in the fi�ght for

equality and justice for all. 
It’s in state law: the Commission on

Human Relations shall recommend up
to 10 people for selection, and the gover-
nor shall select up to three of them.
Their names and portraits are put up in
a corner beside the Capitol entrance.

But that hasn’t happened since 2019,
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ fi�rst year in offi�ce.

Some Florida religious leaders, joined
by local government and nonprofi�t offi�-
cials, gathered on Thursday afternoon
in front of the Civil Rights Hall of Fame,
which is located neared the entrance of
the Capitol building, and demanded to
know why.

“This is Florida law; this is Florida
statute,” said Rev. Dr. Joseph Wright of

the Jerusalem Missionary Baptist
Church in Tallahassee, who played a
critical role in the 2010 legislation cre-
ating the Civil Rights Hall of Fame. “If
we standing here would violate any
Florida statute, we’d probably be locked
up. So we’re asking our governor to re-

DeSantis criticized for lack of Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame inductees
Douglas Soule
Tallahassee Democrat
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Preparing ‘year-round’
FPL tech will bring more effi�cient storm repairs to northwest Florida

Benjamin Johnson
Pensacola News Journal
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