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UNRELENTING: Hillary Clinton, the 
Democrat who lost to Donald Trump in 
the 2016 presidential election, kept up 
the fi ght by giving the FBI fl awed data.

BY SUSAN FERRECHIO

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A report released nearly seven years 
after Hillary Clinton lost the presiden-
tial election to Donald Trump provides 
details about her campaign’s prominent 
role in creating a narrative that Mr. 
Trump was colluding with Russians.

Some of the Clinton campaign’s 
debunked opposition research helped 
launch a yearslong investigation into the 
Trump campaign, according to a 306-
page report recently released by special 
counsel John Durham.

The Durham report criticized the FBI 
for launching its “Crossfi re Hurricane” 
investigation into the Trump-Russia col-
lusion narrative based on fake evidence, 
some provided by operatives for the 
Clinton campaign.

Mr. Durham said FBI agents were 
so eager to pursue Donald Trump, both 
as a candidate and then as president, 
that they heralded “seriously fl awed 

information” and abandoned their “own 
principles regarding objectivity and 
integrity.”

Mr. Durham wrote that the FBI’s 
behavior was “seriously defi cient” and 
caused the agency “severe reputational 
harm.”

The report details how the Clinton 
campaign, through operatives paid to 
dig up dirt on her opponent, gave the FBI 

some of the fl awed information, possibly 
as part of a plan to “vilify Donald Trump 
by stirring up a scandal claiming inter-
ference by Russian security services.”

A Clinton spokesman did not re-
spond to a request for a comment about 
the Durham report’s fi ndings.

Mr. Trump sued Mrs. Clinton and 
others accused of involvement in the 
2016 Trump-Russia conspiracy theory. 
His lawsuit said they created the narra-
tive to hurt his campaign and undermine 
his presidency.
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy joined Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, President Biden and other Group of 
Seven leaders to build momentum for his country’s war eff ort before the summit in Hiroshima, Japan, ended on Sunday. Story, A8.

G7 SHOWS SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE

BY HARIS ALIC AND RAMSEY TOUCHBERRY

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Biden is threatening to 
use an unprecedented and constitu-
tionally questionable maneuver to 
circumvent Republicans on the debt 
limit less than two weeks before the 
U.S. is projected to default and be un-
able to pay its bills.

Mr. Biden told reporters at a summit 
of the Group of Seven leading industrial 
nations in Japan that his administra-
tion was exploring whether it could 
invoke the 14th Amendment as debt 

limit negotiations with House Repub-
licans sour.

The president agreed to host House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy at the White 
House on Monday.

“I’m looking at the 14th Amendment 
as to whether or not we have the author-
ity. I think we have the authority,” Mr. 
Biden said. “The question is: Could it be 
done and invoked in time that it would 
not be appealed and as a consequence 
past the date in question and still default 
on the debt?”

The 14th Amendment declares that 
the validity of the national debt “shall 

not be questioned.” Passed after the Civil 
War, the amendment was designed to 
prohibit Southern states from trying to 
repudiate debts incurred for “suppress-
ing insurrection or rebellion” while 
declaring that the federal government 
was not responsible for debts incurred 
by the Confederacy.

Some legal scholars say the 14th 
Amendment is broader and gives the 
president authority to scrap the debt 
limit and keep paying the nation’s bills 
without a ceiling imposed by Congress.

DEBT LIMIT

14th Amendment poses a risky Biden 
solution to eliminate debt ceiling

Democrat avoided aggressive pursuit 
of shady donations, foreign infl uence

BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The House Natural Resources Com-
mittee, which has launched an investiga-
tion into the Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
spending on its social justice agenda, 
said the agency charged with rescuing 
endangered species is spending much 
of its time and money working instead 
on “social change.”

Chairman Bruce Westerman, Arkan-
sas Republican, and Rep. Paul Gosar, 
Arizona Republican and chairman of 
the oversight and investigations subcom-
mittee, are leading the investigation. The 
committee aimed particularly at the 
consultant whom the Fish and Wildlife 
Service hired to lead its “Values Journey,” 
an attempt to infuse the agency’s opera-
tions with social justice principles.

The agency has labeled the Values 
Journey the director’s top priority.

The lawmakers on Friday demanded 
that the agency produce extensive docu-
ments detailing the various social justice 
programs at the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, the amount of money the service is 
committing to the programs and the role 
of Metropolitan Group LLC, an outside 
consulting fi rm hired to lead the Values 
Journey.

“The Committee is especially inter-
ested in understanding how the Service, 
aligning with the priorities of the Biden 
Administration, promotes various ‘social 
change’ and environmental justice initia-
tives at the expense of good governance 
and the Service’s mission to conserve 
and manage ‘fi sh, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the American people,’” 
Mr. Westerman and Mr. Gosar wrote 
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BY BEN WOLFGANG

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

TAMPA, FLA. | Those in military circles 
describe it as a real-life version of whack-
a-mole, played for the highest stakes.

Counterdrone technology emerged at 
the forefront at the Special Operations 
Forces Week conference, where defense 
industry leaders pointed to the war in 
Ukraine as proof of why their drone-
killing products are vital to fi ght the 
battles of today and tomorrow.

Insiders say the sector is in constant 
fl ux, with adversaries such as Russia 
and China developing capabilities to 
beat defensive programs — counter-
counterdrone systems — and the U.S. 
and its allies adjusting their approaches 
to overcome those responses.

The back-and-forth of drones and 
counterdrone tools could defi ne war-
fare in the 21st century. Drone tech-
nology has been arguably the biggest 
variable in the Russia-Ukraine war. The 
confl ict otherwise has been marked by 
traditional 20th-century-era tactics, 
artillery bombardments and defensive 
trenches.

U.S. strategists say Russia’s intro-
duction of relatively cheap, plentiful 
Iranian-supplied drones sparked one 
crisis for Ukrainian defenders before 
they could adjust their defensive target-
ing strategies. The Kremlin was drawn 
into the drone war when, in a still-murky 
incident, two apparently Ukrainian-
launched drones this month exploded on 
the doorstep of the Russian seat of power 
in the heart of Moscow. Kremlin offi  cials 
said it was an assassination attempt on 
President Vladimir Putin.
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Drone wars 
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BY TOM HOWELL JR.
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The House this week will vote on 
a bill that would permanently place 
every form of illicit fentanyl on the most 
restrictive list of drugs to ensure that 
traffi  ckers of the deadly synthetic opioid 
cannot tweak chemical compounds and 
avoid prosecution.

Republican leaders say the U.S. can-
not dither in its fi ght against the fentanyl 
crisis, which kills tens of thousands of 
Americans each year. The HALT Fen-
tanyl Act, which is scheduled for pas-
sage on Thursday, would keep fentanyl-
related substances on the Schedule I list 

of drugs when temporary scheduling 
authority expires at the end of 2024.

The Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion recently called permanent sched-
uling its “number-one priority for this 
year” because it is too easy for traffi  ckers 
to manipulate synthetic opioids and then 
claim they are acting lawfully, Rep. Bob 
Latta, Ohio Republican and lead sponsor 
of the bill, told The Washington Times.

“All [traffi  ckers] have to do is change 
a little of the analog in this stuff  and say, 
‘Well, it’s not fentanyl.’ We have to make 
sure this is ‘fentanyl substances’ to make 
sure this is all picked up and get people 
convicted on this stuff ,” Mr. Latta said. 
“This is going to cover everything.”

Experts say permanent scheduling 
would result in more effi  cient prosecu-
tions and stiff er penalties under guide-
lines from the U.S. Sentencing Com-
mission and send a signal to China and 
Mexico that the U.S. is serious about 
tackling the fentanyl problem as it pres-
sures those nations to do more.

The House vote will be thorny for 
Democrats and President Biden. They 
say abuse of permanent scheduling is a 
top priority but fear that the Republican 
bill, as written, will impose mandatory 
minimum penalties that emphasize in-
carceration over treatment. They hope 
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Permanent fentanyl scheduling aims to put 
China, Mexico, drug traffi  ckers on notice
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SCHEDULE I: Th e Drug Enforcement Administration and the lead sponsor of the 
HALT Fentanyl Act say it is too easy for drug traffi  ckers to manipulate synthetic opioids 
and deny they are illegal. Th e DEA supports prosecutions for “fentanyl substances.”
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