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Weather: Sunshine and patchy
clouds.
High: 72. Low: 53. Page A10

WESTPORT—GreensFarms
Elementary School is getting a
new principal whose work has
taken him from Connecticut to
China and South Korea.

Following the
retirement of cur-
rent principal
Kevin Cazzetta,
Brian Byrne will
takeover, starting
July 1.

“Brian pos-
sesses an impres-
sive blend of
unique leader-

ship experience, knowledge and
exemplary interpersonal skills,”
Superintendent Thomas Scarice
said. “His child-centered focus
will be a perfect fit for theGreens
Farms School community.”

Scarice said there was a rigor-
ous searchprocesswithmultiple
interviews involving Greens
Farms parents, staff, Board of
Education members and district
administrators.

Byrne is the the principal for
the Seoul International School in
SouthKorea. Prior, hewas an as-
sistant principal at the Interna-
tional School of Beijing in China
and the Shanghai Community

By Kayla Mutchler
STAFF WRITER
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Greens
Farms
school
gets new
principal

Brian
Byrne

DARIEN — Pickleball play-
erswill not be getting the extra
court space they had hoped for
after town officials agreed ten-
nis courts at Cherry Lawn
Park will only be lined for ten-
nis.

The Darien Parks and Re-
creation commission consid-
ered adding both tennis and
pickleball lines to the three un-
finished tennis courts at Cher-
ry Lawn Park, ultimately vot-
ing against the hybrid courts
6-1 during its May 17 meeting.

Two of the biggest reasons for
thedecisionwere capacity con-
cerns and the threat to high
school tennis teams.

Court space has become a
hot-button issue between the

skyrocketing popularity of
pickleball in Darien and con-
cerns that it would limit space
for tennis players, particularly
the junior varsity tennis
teams.

“We’ve all been thinking
about this hard, taking feed-
back, considering this careful-
ly,” said commission chair Lo-
rene Bora. “If you couldwave a

Darien tennis players keep court for themselves
By Mollie Hersh
STAFF WRITER
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The Darien Parks and Recreation commission will not paint
pickleball lines on Cherry Lawn tennis courts.

NORWALK— The city and
developers say they are finally
taking action to revitalize the
Wall Street Corridor — a core
area of Norwalk that has lan-
guished in part because of a
massive project that has re-
mained stagnant for about 20
years.

“What’s next is I am going
to keep doing projects; I have
big plans,” said developer Ja-
son Milligan, who owns more
than 20 properties on and

around the Wall Street Corri-
dor.

His comments came weeks
after he and the city reached a
settlementworth $3.25million
over a disputed property in
the area tied to the so-called
POKO project, which had
called for market-rate and af-
fordable housing, hundreds of
parking spots, and thousands
of square feet of retail and
live/work space. The settle-
ment ended a five-year legal
battle and multiple lawsuits
related to the developer’s ac-
quisition of an Isaacs Street

parking lot.
Now that the lawsuit has

been resolved, Citibank is ex-
pected to begin its redevelop-
ment of aWall Street property
that has been covered in Ty-
vek construction wrap for
years. Milligan aims to build
hundreds of apartments in the
area, while the city plans to
upgrade traffic patterns and
sidewalks in the area.

“Hopefully we will have
this new great relationship
that we can build upon, no
more fighting; we can start
growing in the same direc-

tion,” Milligan said.
This hope was shared by

Common Council members
and city officials in the meet-
ing where the settlement was
unanimously approved.

“We are so glad to get this
behind us; it will now help us
move forward to make a vi-
brant andmodernWall Street,
which has been a commitment
of my administration from the
very beginning,”MayorHarry
Rilling said.

Why development

H John Voorhees III/Hearst Connecticut Media

Developer Jason Milligan aims to build hundreds of apartments in the Wall Street area, while Norwalk plans to upgrade
traffic patterns and sidewalks.

Wall St. continues on A4

‘Big plans’
forWall Street Corridor

After yearswith no action,Milligan andNorwalk aim for hundreds of
apartments, traffic upgrades

By Katherine Lutge
STAFF WRITER

WILTON — The state has
awarded $243,000 to the Nor-
walk River Valley Trail and the
town of Wilton to extend the
“WilWalk” section of recre-
ational trail — but the grant
came with strings attached.

“Almost without exception,
the NRVT must raise private
donations to ‘trigger’ these
grants,” saidCharlie Taney, first
vice president of the nonprofit
Friends of the Norwalk River
Valley Trail.

“For example, the recent
grant of $243,000 for a new sec-

Norwalk
River Valley
Trail gets
$243K for
Wilton
extension

Grant continues on A4

Groupmust fundraise
to access grant

By Karen Tensa
STAFF WRITER

WINDSOR LOCKS —
On May 27, 2021, Breeze
Airways established ser-
vice at Bradley Interna-
tional Airport with flights
to and from Charleston,
S.C. Since then, the low-
budget carrier has
launchedmore than a doz-
en other routes at the same
location.

The expansion of
Breeze, alongside other

low-cost airlines’ new
routes, has contributed
significantly to Windsor
Locks-based Bradley’s re-
covery fromthedrop-off in
air travel in 2020 during
the first few months of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
About 5.8 million passen-
gers passed through Brad-
ley in 2022 — up about 25
percent from 2021, but still
down 14 percent from 2019.
The 2022 total included
nearly 154,000 passengers

Low-cost airlines are
growing at state airports

Cost continues on A8

By Paul Schott
STAFF WRITER

Connecticut residents
are faced with a unique
challenge when it comes
to flying.

Connecticut has one re-
gional airport, Tweed
New Haven Airport, and
one international airport,
Bradley International
Airport in Hartford. An-
ecdotally, many residents
(especially those in lower
Fairfield County) also use
Westchester County Air-

port, a regional airport in
White Plains, New York.

Aside from those op-
tions, many Connecticut
residents utilizeNewYork
City’s three major air-
ports: John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport,
LaGuardia Airport and
Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport.

There are pros and cons
to each. JFK offers flyers
routes to 190 destinations,
both domestic and inter-
national, on 72 different

FLYINGHIGH
Comparing one-way fares in
the U.S. from state airports

Arnold Gold/Hearst Connecticut Media

Breeze Airways, which started in 2021, has played a
key role in the recovery of passenger traffic at
Bradley International Airport in the past two years.

By Amy Coval
STAFF WRITER

Fares continues on A8


