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A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket with a crew 
of four private astronauts lifts off 
from Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Sunday.

Orlando, Fla. — The NAACP over the weekend issued 
a travel advisory for Florida, joining two other civil rights 
groups in warning potential tourists that recent laws and 
policies championed by Gov. Ron DeSantis and Florida 
lawmakers are “openly hostile toward African Ameri-
cans, people of color and LGBTQ+ individuals.”

The NAACP, long an advocate for Black Americans, 
joined the League of United Latin American Citizens 
(LULAC), a Latino civil rights organization, and Equal-
ity Florida, a gay rights advocacy group, in issuing 
travel advisories for the Sunshine State, where tourism 
is one of the state’s largest job sectors.

The warning approved Saturday by the NAACP’s 
board of directors tells tourists that, before trav-
eling to Florida, they should understand the state 
of Florida “devalues and marginalizes the contri-
butions of, and the challenges faced by African 
Americans and other communities of color.”
— Associated Press

CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS ISSUE 
FLORIDA TRAVEL ADVISORY

WEATHER
Today, sunny, breezy and season-
able. High 67. Tuesday, mostly 
sunny and mild. High 66. B8
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theday.com: Go online to read the 
program from the ceremony, which 
includes the names of the graduates.
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Negotiators focusing 
talks on spending cuts
By STEPHEN GROVES, ZEKE MILLER 
and JOSH BOAK
Associated Press

Washington — The White House 
and House Republicans wrapped up 
another round of debt ceiling talks 
Sunday as Washington races to strike 
a budget compromise along with a 
deal to raise the nation’s borrowing 
limit and avert an economy-wrecking 
federal default.

President Joe Biden and House 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy spoke by 
phone Sunday while the president 
was returning home on Air Force One 
after the Group of Seven summit in 
Japan. Upbeat, McCarthy, R-Calif., 
told reporters at the Capitol that the 
call was “productive” and that the 
on-again, off-again negotiations be-
tween his staff and White House rep-
resentatives are focused on spending 
cuts.

Biden, 
speaker 
to meet 
on debt 
ceiling 

By ERICA MOSER
Day Staff Writer

New London — As Connecticut 
College closes out the school year, 
a new Presidential Search Commit-
tee has formed to choose the 12th 
leader of the school, replacing em-
battled outgoing President Kather-
ine Bergeron.

Board of Trustees Chairman 
Debo P. Adegbile in a May 8 let-
ter announced the 15 members of 

the committee: professors Anne 
Bernhard, Suzuko Knott, Andrea 
Lanoux and Ariella Rotramel; staff 
members Sarah Cardwell and 
Persephone Hall; students Taylor 
Austin and Maged Hassan; and 
trustees Adegbile, Maria Boyce, 
Seth Alvord, Jessica Archibald, 
Chip Clothier, Marisa Fariña and 
Dwayne Stallings.

Bergeron announced in March 
that she planned to resign at the 

end of the semester, after weeks 
of student protests and a vote of 
no confidence from faculty. The 
protests began after the resig-
nation of Rodmon King, dean of 
institutional equity and inclu-
sion, who objected to a planned 
fundraiser at the Everglades Club, 
which King said has a reputation 
as being anti-Black and antise-
mitic.

Adegbile wrote in his letter 

that Bergeron “has been a tireless 
champion of the College, consid-
erably strengthening Conn’s aca-
demic, residential, community, and 
financial resources. We are grateful 
for her vision and commitment and 
now look forward to finding our 
next leader.”

He and Boyce will co-chair the 
search committee, which Adegbile 
said will convene this month.

Conn forms a search committee to find school’s next president

By JAN ELLEN SPIEGEL 
The Connecticut Mirror

The notion that the 2023 legisla-
tive session would produce block-
buster policies to help the state ad-
dress climate change or other major 
environmental and energy issues was 
largely downplayed from the start.

As the session enters its final 
weeks, however, even those reduced 
expectations are looking iffy.

“Not a lot to start with, and we’ve 
gone downhill from there,” said Na-
than Frohling of the Nature Conser-
vancy. “So far, right now, this looks to 
be dismal.”

That’s if you can figure out what’s 
going on at all.

A couple of major bills are still out 
there, but they’re in something akin 
to a parlor game of guess-what’s-in-
them. There are also a few smaller 
measures traveling below the radar 
that could wind up as the stars of the 
session.
RIP big climate

One bill would have given the 
state Department of Energy and En-
vironmental Protection the power 
to designate greenhouse gas emis-

Environmental 
advocates seek 
any kind of 
legislative win

College observes its 
105th commencement
By KEVIN ARNOLD
Day Staff Writer

New London — Embrace love. 
Cultivate love. Share love. 

That was Mehin Suleiman’s 
message to the other 420 mem-
bers of Connecticut College’s 
graduating class of 2023.

Suleiman, a biochemistry cel-
lular molecular biology and His-
panic Studies double major and 
student scholar in the Toor Cum-
mings Center for International 
Studies and the Liberal Arts, was 
chosen from five finalists to be 
the senior class speaker for the 
college’s 105th commencement 
Sunday. 

Though she totes an exten-
sive background in STEM and 
will spend the next two years 
researching vaccines at the Na-
tional Health Institute’s Mary-
land campus, Suleiman used her 
speech to share the message she 
learned in her English course re-
quirement.

Suleiman read “All  About 
Love: New Visions“ by bell hooks 
during her junior year and said it 
changed her perspective on the 
topic forever. She explained love 

LOVE and CELEBRATION at CONN

Right, Amelia Courtenay-
Bishop dances after 
receiving her diploma during 
Connecticut College’s 
Commencement on Sunday on 
Tempel Green. Top left, Junior 
Maggie Linehan, left, hugs 
friend Eleanor Ross. Top right, 
graduates throw their caps 
after receiving their diplomas.
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Boston — Scores of Boston University students turned their 
backs on the head of one of Hollywood’s biggest studios, and some 
shouted “pay your writers,” as he gave the school’s commencement 
address Sunday in a stadium where protesters supporting the Holly-
wood writers’ strike picketed outside.

About 100 protesters chanted “No wages, no pages,” waved signs 
and were accompanied by an inflatable rat outside Nickerson Field as 
David Zaslav, president and CEO of Warner Bros. Discovery, gave his 
address inside the stadium. Thousands of graduating students, family 
members and educators attending the graduation ceremony had to 
walk by the protesters to enter the stadium. Above the stadium, a small 
plane flew a banner that read, “David Zaslav — pay your writers.”

Kim Caramele, a writer and producer from North Stonington, Conn., said 
she hoped the protesters’ presence at the graduation ceremony helped 
give students a different perspective on what they should value in life.

“The writers being here today can help show the students that 
wealth is different than good,” said Caramele, a winner of Emmy and 
Peabody awards for work on her sister’s show, “Inside Amy Schumer.”
— Associated Press

WARNER CEO BOOED AT BU AS SUPPORTERS 
OF WRITERS’ STRIKE PICKET OUTSIDE

Racing into space
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