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RIDGEFIELD — After vot-
ers approved selling the 2.2-
acre town-owned property at
877 Ethan Allen Highway to a
private developer, the town’s

Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion is discussing how that
land will be developed.

Ridgefield Professional Of-
fice Complex, which pur-
chased the site for $441,000,
aims to build 71 townhouses
and 21 apartments, including

14 units designated as afford-
able.

“Our goal is to create a small
hillside village that has a
strong sense of community,
and we achieved that by pre-
senting a wide range of hous-
ing types, subtle architectural
variety, which provides the
continuity that reinforces the
idea of community,” said Mi-

‘Our goal is to create
a small hillside village’
Developer describes plan for 82 housing units
on abandoned industrial site in Ridgefield

By Sandra Diamond Fox
STAFF WRITER

Housing continues on A8

Pond's Edge LLC / Contributed rendering

The proposed Village at Pond’s Edge in Ridgefield would
include 71 townhouses and 21 apartments, including 14 units
designated as affordable.

The size of an entire “future
kindergarten class” is dying
each year in Connecticut from
unsafe sleep practices, accord-
ing to state Child
Advocate Sarah
Eagan.

The causes of
the 20 to 25 un-
safe sleep deaths
annually are
linked to suffoca-
tion or entrap-
mentwhenan in-
fant sleeps with an adult or
sleepswith soft bedding, such as
blankets or pillows.

“Connecticut is losing a future
kindergarten class each year to

‘We haven’t
made any
reasonable
headway’

By Lisa Backus
STAFF WRITER

Infant continues on A3

State seeks to reduce
infant sleep deaths

Eagan

ness district by initiating
revitalization, marketing
programs and concepts,
business growth, philan-
thropy and advocacy as
well as arts and culture.

“This groundbreaking
moment has been six
years in the works,” Bur-
ton said. “There has been
a lot of backand forthwith
the town, lot of planning
and fundraising. Now we
can move forward with
the park (first phase) and
then the trail (second
phase).

“Weshouldhave the en-
tire park and trail ready to
go by this fall. The goal is

many donors who have
stepped forward.

“Collectively, we are
transforming a blight into
a beautiful asset to the
community,” Burton said.
“It will increase every-
one’s property value. It
will also give the business
community the ability to
increase their volumes as
a result of increased park-
ing and recreational
space.”

The Sandy Hook Orga-
nization for Prosperity,
which has been around
for nearly 40 years, sup-
ports the Sandy Hook Vil-
lage community and busi-

NEWTOWN — Con-
struction will soon begin
to transform the vacant
property at 7 Glen Road
into theHeritage Park and
Trail destination site.

It’s an exciting moment
for Michael Burton and
members of the Sandy
Hook Organization for
Prosperity, which is
spearheading the
$350,000 project.

Burton, president of
SHOP, said the project is a
partnership involving the
town, SHOP and the

to have our annual fall
concert at Heritage Park.”

The property was once
the site of a gas station lot
and, due to back taxes
owed to the town, the
town took over the prop-
erty.

After working with
town government offi-
cials, the Heritage Park
project moved ahead
when a deal was reached
for the Sandy Hook Orga-
nization for Prosperity to
lease the property for 99
years for $1.

The park will include a
pavilion for special events,

SandyHook vacant lot to be transformed
intoHeritage Park andTrail destination site

Vacant continues on A3

By Dan Nowak
STAFF WRITER

Contributed photo

The Heritage Park and Trail groundbreaking was
held in Sandy Hook on Thursday. Attendees are,
from left, Carrie Bonin, Maribeth Hemingway, Joe
Hemingway, Michael Burton, Ken Weinstein, Sharon
Doherty, Kim Chiapetta, Maureen Crick Owen,
Chris Hottois and Alan Shepard.

The staff at a fourthConnect-
icut Starbucks has filed for
unionization.

In a letter to Starbucks CEO
Laxman Narasimhan dated
Friday, May 19, Danbury-based
employees said they had collec-
tively decided that unioniza-
tion was “the only reasonable
path forward if we want to tru-
ly ‘nurture the limitless possi-
bilities of human connection’”
— a phrase deployed by Nara-
simhan in an April memo

Danbury
Starbucks
staff files to
formunion

By Caroline Tien
and Liz Hardaway
STAFF WRITERS

Union continues on A8

Fourth location in
Connecticut to do so

Bradley, Hartford
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Tweed? Bradley? JFK?

onnecticut residents are faced with a
unique challenge when it comes to
flying.

Connecticut has one regional airport,
Tweed New Haven Airport, and one

international airport, Bradley International
Airport in Hartford. Anecdotally, many
residents (especially those in lower Fairfield
County) also use Westchester County Air-

By Amy Coval
STAFF WRITER

Comparing one-way fares in the U.S. from Conn.-area airports

C
Compare continues on A6

ONLINE
Compare
air fares
and more
by going to
bit.ly/
3MJsug6
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WINDSOR LOCKS — On May 27, 2021,
Breeze Airways established service at
Bradley International Airport with flights
to and fromCharleston, S.C. Since then, the
low-budget carrier has launchedmore than
a dozen other routes at the same location.

Budget airlines are growing in CT
By Paul Schott
STAFF WRITER

Breeze continues on A6


