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Tweed? Bradley? JFK?

onnecticut residents are faced with a
unique challenge when it comes to fly-
ing.

Connecticut has one regional airport,
Tweed New Haven Airport, and one in-

ternational airport, Bradley International
Airport in Hartford. Anecdotally, many resi-
dents (especially those in lower Fairfield
County) also use Westchester County Air-

WINDSOR LOCKS — On May 27, 2021,
Breeze Airways established service at Brad-
ley International Airport with flights to and
from Charleston, S.C. Since then, the low-
budgetcarrierhas launchedmorethanadoz-

By Amy Coval
STAFF WRITER

Comparing one-way fares in the U.S. from Conn.-area airports

Budget airlines are growing in CT
By Paul Schott
STAFF WRITERC

Fly continues on A6 Budget continues on A6

ONLINE
Compare
air fares
and more
by going to
bit.ly/
3MJsug6
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MIDDLETOWN — A loving
crush of community support is
raising the prospects of recov-
ery for 19-year-old Middletown
High School graduate Brooke
Pasieka, who, along with her
family, is fighting a relapse of
Hodgkins lymphoma.

Hodgkins is a type of cancer
that affects the lymphatic sys-
tem, which is part of the body’s
germ-fighting immune system,
according to the Mayo Clinic. It
occurs when a patient’s white
blood cells, called lymphocytes,
grow out of control, causing
swollen lymph nodes and

growths throughout the body,
its website says.

Through the Brooke Pasieka
Cancer Relapse GoFundMe
page, the teen’s parents hope to
gather the financial resources
they need to ensure their daugh-
ter has every chance to over-
come the challenge, said her
mother Veronica Pasieka, who
is optimistic medical efforts will
be successful.

“It’s the last thing youwant to
hear as a parent,” Veronica Pa-
sieka said. “But she’s a tough
kid. She’s amazing — she’s such
a positive person.”

Indeed, Brooke Pasieka’s atti-
tude is her strength.

“There are many ways that

people can react to a bad situa-
tion, especially if it’s out of their
control,” she said. “But it doesn’t
change the situation. So for me,
it’s better to try my best to be

positive.
“Also, with all of the bad days

that come with being sick, it
makes you appreciate good days

Bravery and courage
Teen hopes crowdfunding will help pay
for treatment after Hodgkins relapse

By Gary Kleeblatt
CORRESPONDENT

Pasieka family/Contributed photo

Veronica and John Pasieka of Middletown, left and right, are
shown with their daughter Brooke Pasieka, center, who has
been fighting a relapse of Hodgkins lymphoma.

Relapse continues on A4

The evening startedwith a de-
livery.

Chris Ortiz and Rodger Clark
drove to one of the many motels
lining the Berlin Turnpike, a
busy divided road inNewington,
on a recent Friday. In the parking
lot, a woman in fishnet tights
handed the two outreach work-
ers a bin containing 200 used sy-
ringes as she excitedly told them
about anupcomingvisitwithher
family.

It was a regular twice-a-week
transaction. Ortiz grabbed his
clipboard, noting the exchange
as they caught up. Clark grabbed
200 new clean syringes from a
large storage container in the
van’s back seat and gave them to
her.

Providing clean needles is just
one form of harm reduction for
people struggling with drug use.
State officials and nonprofit or-
ganizations employ this public
health response to keep people
who use drugs safe and alive as
Connecticut sees deadlier drugs
in the mainstream supply and
hundreds of overdose fatalities a
year.

Harm reduction is meeting
people who use drugs where
they are and providing sterile
equipment – such as clean sy-
ringes and pipes – as well as fen-
tanyl test strips, methadone,
wound care kits and naloxone,
the generic form of Narcan that
instantly reverses an opioid
overdose, to help those who use
drugs stay safe.

The practice also comeswith a
stigma; there are complaints that

‘We have
to do
something
different’
As fatal drug ODs
climb, harm
reduction is one
way to save lives

By Liz Hardaway
STAFF WRITER

Harm continues on A10

MIDDLETOWN — A 20-
year-old New Britain man was
killed in a fatal shooting at a
South Main Street hookah
lounge early Sunday morning,
Chief Eric Costa said.

Officersrespondedat3:49a.m.
Sunday to a report of shots fired
at the Hidden Hookah Lounge,
695 South Main St., and found a
man with a gunshot wound in
the parking lot, Costa said.

Officers initiatedmedical care,
but theman later died atMiddle-
sex Hospital, Costa said. His
identity is not being released to
give family time to notify rela-
tives, the chief said.

The shooting occurred at the
closing of the business for the
evening and it is believed that
there were numerous people in
the parking lot at the time, police
said in a release. Evidence of
multiple rounds fired were dis-
covered but detectives have not
found any witnesses as of Sun-
day morning, police said.

Detectives are working with
the Office of the Middletown
State’s Attorney on the investiga-
tion into the shooting. They are
seeking the public’s help in gath-
ering information on the shooter
and the incident, Costa said.

“There is no threat to the pub-
lic,”Costasaid. “But this isanun-

Man, 20,
shot dead at
Middletown
hookah
lounge
By Lisa Backus
STAFF WRITER

Shot continues on A6

GUILFORD—While a neces-
sary $3.5 million town project
threatens a rare 19th century
house that is a link to the town’s
“hidden” Black history, officials
and local historians aim to work
together to preserve it.

Plans are to replace the failing
dam and culverts at Lake Quon-
nipaug inNorth Guilford and re-
align the confusing intersection

of Route 77, HoopHole Road and
Lake Drive which traverses
around an odd “triangle” lot
where the historic home sits.

The road work would put the
Ham Primus house right in the
path of the new roadway, accord-
ing to TownEngineer Janice Pla-
ziak, who noted, “The road has
to go right through the middle of
the building.” The town pur-
chased the land and building for
$225,771 in July 2022.

The circa 1816 house at 3431

Durham Road was owned by
Black freeman Ham Primus,
whose family is important to
Black history in the state, local
historians say.

Historians and town officials
are looking to either move the
house to another spot on the
original lot or relocate it off site.
However, one historian wants
the house to stay put.

Preservationists want to save
the original portion of the house,
a one story and half center chim-

ney cape, which is “cloaked in
20th century renovation materi-
als,” Town Historian Joel Helan-
der said in a report to the town.
The dwelling was added onto in
the early 1900s and remodeled in
the 1970s, he noted.

Luckily, restoration contrac-
tors discovered that the wood
frame in the original part of the
house was in “remarkable
shape,” Helander said.

It’s important to save the origi-

Historians hope to save historic HamPrimus house
By Susan Braden
STAFF WRITER

House continues on A4


