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BONUS COVERAGE
Patience is key
Paul Klee’s column 
talks about keys to 
victory for Nuggets 
against Lakers in 
Game 4. SPORTS, C1

Hair-Raising
Keep your eyes 
peeled for dinosaur 
tracks on this epic 
2.6 mile scenic  
roadway. LIFE, D1
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Springs mayor-elect will get to 
work in his first 100 days in office

Yemi shares 
plan to tackle 
key issues

BY BREEANNA JENT
breeanna.jent@gazette.com

In a victory speech Tuesday 
night, Colorado Springs May-
or-elect Yemi Mobolade said 
he would “get to work” 
addressing public 
safety, homelessness, 
infrastructure, water 
infrastructure, and af-
fordable and attainable 
housing — hot-topic is-
sues that were at the 
forefront of discussion 
in this year’s mayoral 
race.

On Thursday, Mobo-
lade said his plan of attack to 
begin addressing those sub-
jects during his first 100 days 
in office will be simple. It’s “to 
listen,” he said.

“(Before) saying, ‘I’m going to 
do this, this and this,’ the first 
step is to listen. ... I’ll be con-
vening people and hosting lis-
tening sessions so I can have 
a full concept of what the op-

portunities and the challenges 
are,” he said.

Mobolade, a Nigerian-born 
immigrant who has never be-
fore held public office, earned 

57.5% of the 124,223 
votes counted, accord-
ing to the latest fig-
ures from City Clerk 
Sarah Johnson. Her 
office completed ballot 
counting Wednesday 
afternoon.

Mobolade’s oppo-
nent Wayne Williams, 
who had 42.5% of the 
vote, conceded the race 

around 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, af-
ter the first results were pub-
lished.

Mobolade said Thursday he 
has been meeting with out-
going Mayor John Suthers in 
recent weeks, in anticipation 
he would become the may-
or-elect in the runoff election. 

BY MARIANNE GOODLAND
marianne.goodland@coloradopolitics.com05

A resounding victory over his Repub-
lican challenger in November, a Dem-
ocratic supermajority in the House 
and a large majority in the Senate.

What more could a governor ask for?
Gov. Jared Polis started off the first 

year of his second term laying out an 
aggressive agenda on the state’s most 
pressing issues, such as housing and 
water. That agenda also included a 

state response to gun violence, nota-
bly seeking a ban on ghost guns and 
strengthening Colorado’s red flag law.

Polis early on spoke of the need to 
address skyrocketing property taxes 
and continued his call for reducing 
the state’s income tax.

The 2023 agenda also included 
pushing the Democratic agenda on 
climate change; increasing the use 
of transportation that employs clean-
er sources of energy, as well as re-

newable energy; and his signature 
issue from his first term — reducing 
the cost of health care. In 2023, that 
meant reducing the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs and taking aim at Colorado 
hospitals for what the administration 
believes is high profits and a practice 
of overcharging patients.

Such an ambitious agenda, howev-
er, fell flat in a number of areas, due 

BY MARY SHINN
mary.shinn@gazette.com

BEMOWO PISKIE, POLAND • 
When ground troops, artil-
lery and aircraft gather to 
show off their firepower, as 
troops from five nations did 
in Poland last week, it’s an 
intricately planned dance to 
ensure everyone arrives and 
no one gets hurt in the blasts.

Colorado soldiers in the 
4th Infantry Division based 
at Fort Carson and Colora-
do natives currently living in 
Germany as members of the 
2nd Cavalry Regiment helped 
to pull off the exercise, called 
Griffin Shock, that brought 
together more than 3,000 sol-
diers and an international set 
of military weaponry, includ-
ing Romanian Gepards, an-

ti-aircraft tanks, U.S. Strykers 
and Howitzers and Croatian 
Panzers. Even career soldiers 
were seeing some vehicles and 
weapons for the first time, like 
an impromptu international 
military convention.

The soldiers converged for 
the exercise required by NATO 
in the northeastern Polish 
countryside that the average 
traveler from Warsaw reached 
by numerous narrow country 
lanes that passed through vil-
lages, farmland and woods.

About 2,000 U.S. soldiers 
with the 2nd Cavalry Regiment 
made the trip from southern 
Germany over about 700 miles 
over three days in 25 separate 
convoys. It’s a trip that would 

Colorado soldiers aid 
with complex military 
exercise in Poland

Polis’ legislative agenda results a mixed bag
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Gusto Ngurah Kertayuda dances the Balinese mask dance as Topeng Keras, possibly an 
aristocratic warrior or assistant to the king. The 30th anniversary of Indonesian perform-
ing arts at Colorado College was celebrated with a concert Sunday featuring music and 
dance tradition at Packard Hall on campus.

Balinese mask dance

Yemi  
Mobolade


