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When it comes to 
dogs and rattlesnakes, a 
healthy level of  fear for 
the venomous reptiles 
may not be a bad thing.

Dr. Kyle Dunn, a vet-
erinarian at Canyon 
Country Animal Hospi-
tal, hosted the 8th annual 
Rattlesnake Avoidance 
Training for Dogs at his 
residence Thursday after-
noon.

“We’ve been holding 
these training sessions for 
eight years now, and they 
continue to grow each 
year,” Dunn said. “When 
I first started doing this 
training eight years ago, 
we had about 25 dogs. 
This year, we’ve got 70 
dogs, which is more than 
ever before.”

At $100 a dog, owners 
lead their pets through 
the yard, where several 
coiled rattlesnakes sit in 
enclosures. When the dog 
approaches, the snake 
begins to rattle, which al-
most always frightens the 
dog.

Curious at first, the 
dogs are soon so spooked 
by the mere scent of  the 
rattlesnake that they 
don’t dare approach once 
the training is complete. 
One golden retriever 
who went through the 
training Thursday began 
trembling uncontrollably 
just by the sound of the 
snakes’ rattles.

“Of course it’s a bit sad 
to see the dogs so scared, 
but it is ultimately in the 
animal’s best interest,” 
Dunn said. “Learning to 
be afraid of  rattlesnakes 
can help keep dogs alive.”

Richard Andrews is the 
one who trains the dogs — 
and handles the snakes. 
Andrews is a dog trainer, 
albeit an unorthodox one. 
After all, he trains dogs 
with live rattlesnakes 
and has been doing so for 
roughly 40 years. In that 
time, Andrews has been 
bit four times, though has 
survived each bite.

Dunn first met An-
drews while working his 
first veterinarian job out 
of  college in southern 

California. Andrews held 
a rattlesnake avoidance 
training for dogs, some-
thing that resonated with 
Dunn because of  the high 
volume of snake bites he 
was treating on a near 
weekly basis.

“In southern Califor-
nia, we were treating one 
to three snake bites a 
week,” Dunn said. “When 
I saw what (Andrews) 
was doing, I was amazed. 
By the time dogs left the 
training, they knew how 
to avoid rattlesnakes.”

Both Dunn and his wife 
were born and raised in 
Grand Junction. After 
four years in California, 
the couple returned to 
the Western Slope, where 
Dunn continued work-
ing as a vet. Interested in 
helping his clients pro-
tect their pets more effec-
tively, Dunn reconnected 
with Andrews. Soon, the 
Rattlesnake Avoidance 
Training for Dogs was an 
annual event in Grand 
Junction.

Andrews said that it 
isn’t uncommon for him 
to have close to 100 rattle-
snakes in his possession 
at any given time. While 
in California, people often 
call Andrews to remove 
snakes from their prop-

erties. Andrews keeps the 
snake in captivity for no 
more than three weeks, 
usually using them for 
dog training, and then re-
leases them back into the 
wild, away from human 
settlement.

“Rattlesnakes are dan-
gerous,” Andrews said, 
“but that doesn’t mean 
we can’t have respect for 
them and understand 
their role in our ecosys-
tems. It wouldn’t do us 
any good to kill them all 
off, so by teaching dogs 
and people to avoid the 
snakes, both the snake, 
the dog and the person 
benefit.”

Rattlesnakes bites are 
much less common in the 
Grand Valley than they 
are in southern Califor-
nia. Dunn said he knows 
of sightings — and the oc-
casional bite — on Little 
Park Road, the Loma Boat 
Ramp and Mt. Garfield, 
among others.

“Here in Grand Junc-
tion I only treat a handful 
of  bites each year,” Dunn 
said. “Still, that doesn’t 
mean it isn’t important. 
We do have rattlesnakes 
in the valley, and if  people 
travel out of  state or even 
down to the Front Range, 
a trained dog is pretty 
useful.”

Sit and stay
Dogs trained to avoid rattlers
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A dog investigates a rattlesnake at the 8th annual Rattlesnake Avoidance Training for Dogs at 
Richard Andrews’ residence on Thursday. Dogs are naturally curious when they see snakes in 
the wild.

Richard Andrews has as many as 100 snakes in possession 
at any given time. He uses them to train dogs to avoid 
rattlesnakes.

By ANNE JANIK 
Friends of Youth and Nature

What kid hasn’t had 
some sort of  rock col-
lection? Discovering 
hidden gems is always a 
treat. Western Colorado 
is perfect for exploring 
geology with your kids. 
Look around — there is 
evidence of  eons of  geo-
logical happenings every-
where!

Geology is an Earth 
science that investigates 
how the Earth formed 
and changes over time. 
Through studying rock 
layers, geologists learn 
about the past and re-
construct the puzzle of  
Earth’s history. The Earth 
is a mind boggling 4.5 bil-
lion years old! Think of  
a 12-inch ruler to help 
you grasp the age of  the 
Earth. Each inch on the 

ruler stands for 375 mil-
lion years. Because the 
numbers are so large, sci-
entists use abbreviations 
for a billion years (BY) 
and a million years (MY).

It might appear that 
the Earth’s surface never 
changes, but it is chang-
ing slowly all the time. 
Sediments, such as sand 
grains and clay, are depos-
ited horizontally and then 
squeezed down by more 
sediment deposited on 
top. Over time, these lay-
ers turn into sedimentary 
rock with the oldest layers 
at the bottom and younger 
layers on top. These rock 
layers constantly change 
over time, and with heat 
and pressure form meta-
morphic and igneous (vol-
canic) rock.

Melting or molten rock 
below the Earth’s sur-
face builds up and breaks 

through older rock layers 
to form volcanoes. Meta-
morphic rock is formed 
when volcanic or sedi-
mentary rock layers are 
buried and their structure 
changes under pressure 
— this is how diamonds 
are formed!

Earthquakes occur 
when the Earth’s crust 
moves on the molten 
mantle like meringue on 
the surface of  a lemon 
meringue pie. Cracks in 
the crust, called faults, 
can cause the Earth’s 
crust to move, fold and tilt 
through a process called 
plate tectonics. Colliding 
plates can create moun-
tain ranges and reshape 
the Earth’s continents. 
As the plates slowly shift 
across the globe, volca-
noes and earthquakes 
represent the immense 
power at play.

External events such as 
landslides and water or 
wind erosion wear down 
mountains, depositing the 
sediments downstream.

The last 1.6 inches of  the 
12-inch ruler is the Pha-
nerozoic Eon. We know 
more about this time than 
any other in Earth’s his-
tory and we know that 
life was abundant! Many 
strange creatures swam, 
crawled and flew across 
this corner of  Colorado. 
The story of  these ancient 
creatures and where they 
lived are told by their 
fossils or impressions, 
bones, footprints, shells, 
petrified wood, and even 
fossilized feces, called 
coprolites, left behind in 
the rock layers.

The present is the key 
to the past — this is the 
first lesson in geology, 
which means geologic 

events we observe today 
took place in the past. 
Volcanoes, earthquakes, 
floods, ocean tides, winds, 
gravity, as well as sedi-
mentation and erosion 
most likely behaved sim-
ilarly throughout time in 
shaping our landscapes. 

Glacial ice advances then 
melts; wind and water 
erode mountains un-
til they are flat; valleys 
fill with rock and de-
bris washed down from 

Rocks, bones and fossils: Exploring local geology

CHRISTOPHER TOMLINSON
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park

See GEOLOGY, page 4A ➤

By SAM TABACHNIK
The Denver Post

Mexican relic 
retrieved in 
Colorado

See RELIC, page 4A ➤

The Mexican delegation 
stood on the tarmac Fri-
day afternoon near Den-
ver International Airport, 
waiting under hazy skies 
for a forklift to deliver a 
wooden box, the contents 
of  which archaeologists 
have been searching for 
nearly two decades.

Inside that box — 95 
inches tall, 46 inches 
wide, emblazoned with 
the Mexican flag — sat a 
2,000-pound, elaborately 
carved stone from the an-
cient Olmec civilization, a 
precursor to the Mayans 
who thrived more than 
2,500 years ago near the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.

The prized relic, known 
as Monument 9 or the 
Earth Monster, was care-
fully crafted between 800 
and 400 B.C. out of  volca-
nic rock, archaeologists 
believe. Its wide mouth 
represents the door to the 
underworld.

“This is one of  the piec-
es we have been looking 
for for the longest time,” 
said Jorge Islas, Mexico’s 
consul general in New 
York.

Authorities believe the 
stone artifact was stolen 
in the late 1950s or ear-
ly 1960s from the central 
Mexican state of  Morelos. 
It was last seen in New 
York’s famed Metropol-
itan Museum of Art in 
1994, Mexican officials 
said Friday, and sometime 
after made its way into 
the hands of  an unnamed 
private collector or collec-
tors in Colorado. Now the 
stone artifact — with an 
estimated $12 million val-
ue — is headed back to its 
ancestral homeland after 
authorities seized it Fri-
day, part of  a long-term 
investigation by the Man-
hattan District Attorney’s 
Office into stolen Olmec 
antiquities.

“This is testimony our 
nation is recovering our 
great patrimony,” Marce-
lo Ebrard Casaubon, Mex-
ico’s foreign secretary, 
said during a news confer-
ence.

Monument 9 isn’t just 
any old Mexican antiq-
uity. The Olmecs were 
the earliest known major 

Mesoamerican civiliza-
tion, dominating the trop-
ical lowland of the mod-
ern-day Mexican states 
of  Veracruz and Tabasco 
south of  Mexico City.

Architecture from the 
Olmecs is quite advanced, 
said Mario Córdova, an 
archaeologist who accom-
panied the Mexican dele-
gation to Denver. 

The Earth Monster 
sports iconography of jag-
uars, revered as the most 
dangerous animal in Cen-
tral and South America, as 
well as sacred mountains 
and indigenous plants.

Archaeologists don’t 
know how much was tak-
en from the Chalcatzingo 
Archaeological Zone, but 
the looting was signifi-
cant, Córdova said. Mex-
ican authorities believe 
sometime in the late 1950s 
or early 1960s, looters 
broke Monument 9 into 
pieces and smuggled it 
into the United States.

And until at least 1994, 
the artifact sat in the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art, 
said Alejandro Celorio, 
principal legal adviser for 
Mexico’s foreign ministry. 
The Denver Post could not 
independently verify that 
the object was part of  the 
museum’s collection, and 
officials at the Met did not 
respond to inquiries Fri-
day afternoon.

Mexican government 
officials said they did not 
know how the piece got 
there or how long it re-
mained in the museum’s 
collection. Córdova and 
other archaeologists spent 
the past 18 years looking 
for this significant piece of  
Mexican history. It’s not 
clear when, or how, the 
multi million-dollar an-
tiquity made its way into 
the hands of  the Colorado 
collectors.

Authorities didn’t di-
vulge these individuals’ 
identities on Friday.

“They got a settlement,” 
Islas told The Denver Post. 
“They’re super famous, 
super wealthy people.”

The Mexican govern-
ment approached the 


