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WASHINGTON – President Joe Bi-
den and House Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy will meet in person on Monday as
the government races against a loom-
ing deadline to raise America’s debt
limit before federal funds potentially
run dry early next month.

The leaders spoke by phone Sunday
as the president returned home on Air
Force One after the Group of Seven
summit in Japan. McCarthy, R-Calif.,
told reporters at the Capitol that the
call was “productive” and that the on-
again, off�-again negotiations would
resume later in the day. 

Both sides have said progress was
being made but that they remain far
apart. Biden’s Treasury Department
has said it could run out of cash as
soon as June 1, and U.S. Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen said Sunday, “I
think that that’s a hard deadline.”

McCarthy said after his call with Bi-
den that “I think we can solve some of 
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Smiling faces, long lines and much
more fi�lled the Ventura County Fair-
grounds as the Strawberry Festival
made its grand return after a three-year
absence. 

Celebrating its 37th year and an all-
new venue in Ventura, much excitement
permeated this year’s festival Saturday
and Sunday. 

Music fi�lled the fairgrounds as a va-
riety of local bands entertained the
guests. Festivalgoers danced near the
stage while others enjoyed from afar,
listening while waiting in line to get eats
from a collection of food trucks and
stands, which served many strawberry
treats, along with standard fare like hot
dogs, pizzas, ethnic food and more.

Sandra Gaytan and Robert Lopez,
both residents from Pasadena, said it
was their fi�rst time at the festival but en-
joyed the diversity of music. They liked
that there was a little bit for everything
but mentioned that the event’s main
theme was the biggest draw. 

“And strawberries, who doesn’t like
strawberries?” Gaytan said.

Heavy traffi�c on the way to the festi-
val and long lines for rides and food
found inside, did leave many frustrated,
but some in attendance found it worth
the price of admission.

Brianna Cornejo, resident of Simi
Valley, said that she was amazed at how
many people took part. She didn’t real-
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Michelle Lim, of Oxnard, and her daughter Jaylin Radillo, 3, ride the Red Baron ride at the 37th Strawberry Festival at the
Ventura County Fairgrounds Saturday. PHOTOS BY ANDRES GARCIA/THE STAR

Strawberries bring out
smiles at this year’s festival

A group of festivalgoers dance to the band Rocio Y Su Sonora during the 37th
Strawberry Festival.
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AUSTIN, Texas – After Mayah Zamo-
ra was shot and wounded at Robb Ele-
mentary School, her family did what
many mass shooting survivors do: They
sued.

They sued the store off� Main Street in
Uvalde, Texas, that sold the teenage

gunman his AR-style rifl�e. They sued
the gun-maker. And they sued police
who waited 77 minutes outside Mayah’s
fourth-grade classroom before stopping
the shooting that killed 19 children and
two teachers.

“Mainly what we are looking for is
some sort of justice,” said Christina Za-
mora, Mayah’s mother.

As the grim frequency of gun vio-
lence continues, both the U.S. govern-
ment and gun manufacturers have
reached large settlements in recent
years following some of the nation’s
worst mass shootings. In April, the Jus-
tice Department announced a $144 mil-

lion settlement with relatives and fam-
ilies of a 2017 Texas church attack,
which was carried out by a former U.S.
airman with a criminal history.

The lawsuits, relatives and victims of
mass shootings say, are an eff�ort to get
accountability and prevent more at-
tacks – by forcing reforms, hurting the
gun industry’s bottom line and
strengthening background checks after
lapses failed to stop gunmen from buy-
ing weapons.

But despite two high-profi�le settle-
ments in the last year involving gun
manufacturers, and Democrat-led
states rolling back some protections,

not only do high hurdles remain for law-
suits to succeed, but in some places the
hurdles are growing taller.

On May 11, Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee
signed a new law that further shields
gun manufacturers from lawsuits,
weeks after a shooter at a Nashville
school killed six people.

It comes as attorneys say the narrow
path for victims to bring lawsuits has
begun to widen, including for families in
Uvalde, who on Wednesday will mark
one year since the deadliest school
shooting in Texas history.
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The Ventura City Council will con-
sider fi�rst steps in the possible approv-
al process for a midtown housing de-
velopment with 225 apartments, 90
townhomes and 79 single-family
homes on Monday night.

The KB Home-proposed project, at
2325 Vista del Mar Drive, includes
buildings up to fi�ve stories tall on a
14.5-acre site. The project is located di-
rectly across the train tracks from the
72-townhome Haley Point project ap-
proved in 2021.

Monday’s consideration of project
terms is an opportunity for the council
to express concerns or set guidelines
for the developer. The city will also
consider whether to initiate a local
coastal program amendment, which is
necessary for the project to move for-
ward.
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