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AUSTIN, Texas – After Mayah Zamora was shot and
wounded at Robb Elementary School, her family did
what many mass shooting survivors do: They sued.

They sued the store off� Main Street in Uvalde, Tex-
as, that sold the teenage gunman his AR-style rifl�e.
They sued the gun-maker. And they sued police who
waited 77 minutes outside Mayah’s fourth-grade
classroom before stopping the shooting that killed 19
children and two teachers.

“Mainly what we are looking for is some sort of jus-
tice,” said Christina Zamora, Mayah’s mother.

As the grim frequency of gun violence continues,
both the U.S. government and gun manufacturers have
reached large settlements in recent years following
some of the nation’s worst mass shootings. In April,
the Justice Department announced a $144 million set-
tlement with relatives and families of a 2017 Texas
church attack, which was carried out by a former U.S.
airman with a criminal history.

The lawsuits, relatives and victims of mass shoot-
ings say, are an eff�ort to get accountability and prevent
more attacks – by forcing reforms, hurting the gun in-
dustry’s bottom line and strengthening background
checks after lapses failed to stop gunmen from buying
weapons.

But despite two high-profi�le settlements in the last
year involving gun manufacturers, and Democrat-led
states rolling back some protections, not only do high
hurdles remain for lawsuits to succeed, but in some
places the hurdles are growing taller.

On May 11, Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee signed a new
law that further shields gun manufacturers from law-
suits, weeks after a shooter at a Nashville school
killed six people.

It comes as attorneys say the narrow path for vic-
tims to bring lawsuits has begun to widen, including
for families in Uvalde, who on Wednesday will mark
one year since the deadliest school shooting in Texas
history.

“I think there are more opportunities for account-
ability than maybe there were fi�ve to 10 years ago,”
said Eric Tirschwell, executive director for Every-
town for Gun Safety, which for years has brought law-
suits against the gun industry and is also involved in
the Uvalde case.

The track record for lawsuits following mass
shootings is mixed. The gun industry remains largely
protected from liability under a federal law, known as
the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act,
though it does not completely exempt or immunize
gun manufacturers from lawsuits.

Suits against gun
industry face hurdles

Abel Lopez, right, father of Xavier Lopez who was killed in the shootings in Uvalde, Texas, holds a banner
May 8 in Austin, Texas. Families in Uvalde are digging in for a new test of legal protections for the gun
industry as they mark one year since the shooting. ERIC GAY/AP FILE
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COLUMBUS, Ohio – A new batch of states are
looking to legislate the level of informed consent
when it comes to medical students performing pelvic
exams for educational purposes on unconscious pa-
tients. 

At least 20 states already have consent laws for
this practice. Montana’s governor signed a bill in
April, Missouri has legislation that needs the gover-
nor’s signature to become law and Ohio lawmakers
are also considering it.

Colorado lawmakers want to go a step further,
with Democratic Gov. Jared Polis expected to sign a
bill that one bioethicist calls the broadest she’s seen
– and says may go too far – due to a requirement of
naming the involved students ahead of time and in-
troducing them to the patients.

Proponents “see the Colorado bill as a model we
hope other states will pass,” said Elizabeth Newman,
public policy director at the Colorado Coalition
Against Sexual Assault, which testifi�ed in favor of the
legislation.

It’s hard to track and quantify how often medical
students are asked to do intimate exams – like pelvic,
rectal or prostate exams – on patients who are anes-
thetized. Opponents of the various bills and laws,
who are often doctors, argue it’s government over-
reach which could compromise the established trust
between patient and provider and should instead be
left to recommendations from medical associations.

Typically, a patient signs a number of forms giving
broad consent for a range of procedures that might be
medically necessary while someone is anesthetized.
That can also include consent for educational pur-
poses.

“Most folks just sign them and assume they are
going to get the care that they need,” said Colorado
Democratic Rep. Jenny Willford, who co-sponsored
the bill.

But patients often don’t know they were examined
while unconscious, and if they do, they may fear
coming forward, according to Newman. Plus, she 
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WASHINGTON – President Joe Biden and House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy will meet in person on Mon-
day as the government races against a looming dead-
line to raise America’s debt limit before federal funds

potentially run dry early next month.
The leaders spoke by phone Sunday as the presi-

dent returned home on Air Force One after the Group
of Seven summit in Japan. McCarthy, R-Calif., told re-
porters at the Capitol that the call was “productive”
and that the on-again, off�-again negotiations would
resume later in the day. 

Both sides have said progress was being made but
that they remain far apart. Biden’s Treasury Depart-
ment has said it could run out of cash as soon as June 1,
and U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said Sunday,
“I think that that’s a hard deadline.”

McCarthy said after his call with Biden that “I think

we can solve some of these problems if he understands
what we’re looking at.”

The speaker added, “But I’ve been very clear to him
from the very beginning. We have to spend less money
than we spent last year.”

The Republican leader said “there’s no agreement
on anything” and that “we’ve all said our piece about
where we are and we’re trying to fi�nd common ground
to get this done.”

Their conversation followed an exchange of harsh
rhetoric refl�ecting the high stakes of the standoff�.
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