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HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy huddled with
some of his biggest backers as

the Group of Seven summit
closed in Hiroshima on Sunday,
building momentum for his
country’s war effort even as
Russia claimed a battlefield
victory that was quickly dis-
puted by Ukraine.
The Ukrainian leader’s in-

person appearance underscored
the centrality of the war for the
G7 bloc of rich democracies. It
also stole much of the limelight
from other priorities, including
security challenges in Asia and
outreach to the developing
world, that the leaders focused

on at the three-day gathering.
Hosting Japanese Prime Min-

ister Fumio Kishida said the
group was committed to “strong
backing for Ukraine from every
possible dimension.”
Zelenskyy held two major

rounds of meetings Sunday, one

with G7 leaders and a second
with them and a host of invited
guests including India and
South Korea. He also spoke
one-on-one with several leaders.
Hanging over Sunday’s talks

was the Russian claim that
forces of the Wagner private
army and Russian troops had
seized the Ukrainian city of
Bakhmut. The eight-month
battle for the eastern city – seen
by both sides as a major symbol-
ic prize – has been the longest
and likely bloodiest of the war.
Comments by Zelenskyy ear-

G7 ends as Zelenskyy meets
leaders, Russia claims gains
BY ADAM SCHRECK, FOSTER KLUG
AND ZEKEMILLER
Associated Press

SEE G7 ENDS, 4A

signed in 1970 by Gov. Ronald
Reagan. It was intended to
protect people from pollution
and other ills, but critics say it
is being used to block worth-
while projects.
Newsom proposed several

bills that would streamline
court reviews and other parts of
CEQA. And he signed an exec-
utive order calling on state
agencies to look for other pos-

A large solar project west of
Patterson provided the back-
drop for Gov. Gavin Newsom’s
call for faster building of green
infrastructure.
Friday’s visit highlighted

complaints about the California
Environmental Quality Act,

sible steps.
“It’s simple,” Newsom said.

“It’s about saving time and
saving money and addressing
bureaucratic malaise.”
The Proxima Solar Farm

project is on about 1,600 acres
of hilly grazing land that buffer
the Fink Road landfill. The
lease was approved by the Sta-
nislaus County Board of Super-
visors.

The panels will generate up
to 210 megawatts of power,
equal to the demand by about
60,000 homes. The output will
go to some of Microsoft Corp.’s
needs, as well as municipal
utilities in San Francisco, Sono-
ma and the Los Angeles area.
NextEra Energy Resources,

based in Florida, is building the

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

California Gov. Gavin Newsom, middle, tours a battery storage facility at the Proxima Solar Farm under construction outside Patterson,
Calif., Friday. Newsom on Friday signed an executive order laying the groundwork for a bold plan to expedite major transportation, water,
clean energy and other infrastructure projects across California.

Stanislaus solar project provides
backdrop for Newsom
BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com

SEE SOLAR PROJECT, 4A

Young adults aren’t behaving
like their parents: They’re not
drinking as much, they’re facing
more mental health challenges,
and they’re living with their
parents longer. On top of that,
computer games and social
media have become a sort of
stand-in for physical relation-
ships.
All that means young Cali-

fornians aren’t having as much
sex.
The number of young adults

going without sex was rising
even before COVID-19 made
dating harder and riskier. In
2011, about 22% of Californians
ages 18 to 30 reported having no
sexual partners in the prior 12
months. That crept up to 29% in
2019, and it jumped to 38% in
2021, according to the latest
figures from UCLA’s California
Health Interview Survey.
Other age groups in California

also reported an increase in
abstinence, but the trend was
not nearly as pronounced.
“Everything happens later,”

said San Diego State University
psychology professor Jean
Twenge, author of “Gener-
ations: The Real Differences
Between Gen Z, Millennials,
Gen X, Boomers, and Silents—
and What They Mean for Amer-
ica’s Future.” She said the num-
bers reflect how young adults
increasingly delay major life
events, such as moving out of
their parents’ homes and forg-
ing long-term romantic relation-

Young
Californians
having less
sex than
parents did

BY PHILLIP REESE
KFF Health News

SEE SEX STUDY, 4A

California stands to lose hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs if the
federal government can’t pay its
bills.
That’s the analysis from

Moody’s Analytics, which sees
the state employment rate
climbing from its 4.5% level last
month to 6.2% this summer
before peaking at 8.7% next
spring if Washington continues
to be stymied by an inability to

suspend or increase the federal
debt limit.
Moody’s estimates that the

state could lose about 841,000
of its 18 million jobs under that
scenario. Nationally, Moody’s
sees as many as 7.8 million jobs
lost in a worst-case scenario.
Few expect things will get that

dire, but Washington and Wall
Street are nervous that a debt
limit breach could occur as soon
as next week. The Treasury
Department estimates that
could happen if the nation’s
$31.4 trillion debt limit is not

raised or suspended by about
June 1.
President Joe Biden and

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy,
the principal negotiators in this
drama, have been more optimis-
tic they can reach a deal early
this week that would prevent a
crisis. Any deal would still need
congressional approval, which
would be expected to take sev-
eral days.
If a breach occurs, which

Californians would be the most
likely to be affected? Moody’s
points to the 153,000 federal
employees who work in the
state, as well as the private in-
terests — stores, restaurants,
contractors — who rely on
spending by government work-
ers.
The impact would be especial-

ly pronounced in areas reliant

CA unemployment
likely to rise without
debt limit deal
BY DAVID LIGHTMAN
dlightman@mcclatchydc.com
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President Joe Biden, right, joined by Vice President Kamala Harris,
speaks during a Tuesday meeting regarding the debt limit, with U.S.
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-CA, and other Congressional
leaders, in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, D.C.SEE DEBT LIMIT, 3A


