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The effects of the winter
storms continue to be felt in the
Central Valley, as high water

levels, faster-than-normal cur-
rents and low water temper-
atures have caused dangerous
conditions on the area’s rivers.
The Kings and San Joaquin

rivers have been closed to rec-
reational users in Fresno Coun-

ty since March 14, with no
timeline for reopening, accord-
ing to Tony Botti, public in-
formation officer with the Fres-
no County Sheriff’s Office.
“Water levels are being mon-

itored on a daily basis and a

decision to reopen the rivers
will be made once these ex-
traordinary dangerous condi-
tions improve,” he said.
At last check, the San Joaquin

River was flowing at 9,400
cubic feet per second with a
water temperature of 54 de-
grees. The Kings River is fast
and colder, moving at 12,900
cubic feet per second at 53
degrees.
Those caught accessing ei-

ther river will be issued a mini-
mum $250 infraction for “un-
authorized entry to an area
closed for emergency purpos-
es.”

CRAIG KOHLRUSS ckohlruss@fresnobee.com

The Kings River flows at a high rate causing some bank erosion near a housing area north of Highway 180 and Piedra Road in eastern Fresno
County on May 17.

Area rivers closed to
recreation due to
dangerous conditions
BY JOSHUA TEHEE
jtehee@fresnobee.com
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WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden and

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
will meet in person on Monday
as the government races against
a looming deadline to raise
America’s debt limit before
federal funds potentially run dry
early next month.
The leaders spoke by phone

Sunday as the president re-
turned home on Air Force One
after the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Japan. McCarthy, R-Cal-
if., told reporters at the Capitol
that the call was “productive”
and that the on-again, off-again
negotiations would resume later
in the day.
Both sides have said progress

was being made but that they
remain far apart. Biden’s Trea-
sury Department has said it
could run out of cash as soon as
June 1, and U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said Sunday, “I
think that that’s a hard dead-
line.”
McCarthy said after his call

with Biden that “I think we can
solve some of these problems if
he understands what we’re
looking at.” The speaker added,
“But I’ve been very clear to him
from the very beginning. We
have to spend less money than
we spent last year.”
The Republican leader said

“there’s no agreement on any-
thing” and that ”we’ve all said
our piece about where we are

Biden,
McCarthy to
meet for
more debt
ceiling talks

BY ZEKEMILLER, JOSH BOAK AND
STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press
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When graduates’ names are
read aloud at Fresno State’s
Latino/Chicano Commence-
ment Celebration, it’s never
just one name.
Instead, the graduates are

also introduced as an hijo or
hija — a son or daughter.
That’s been an aspect of the

ceremony for years, event coor-
dinator Victor Torres said in an
interview with The Bee’s Edu-
cation Lab following this year’s

47th annual celebration Sat-
urday.
“In Latino families, partic-

ularly Mexican families, it’s
very important to honor the
family,” he said. “There’s no
such thing as individual suc-
cess.”
“You don’t do it on your

own,” he added. “You do it
because your parents support
you.”
That theme — of gratitude to

families, including grandpar-
ents, siblings, aunts, uncles and
cousins — echoed through
Fresno State President Saúl

Jiménez-Sandoval’s remarks,
which he delivered in Spanish.
“Parents make sacrifices for

their children,” he said in Span-
ish, “because of the love that
they have for them.”
The theme wasn’t lost on the

roughly 950 graduates gath-
ered at the Save Mart Center
that evening.
Processing in, graduate after

graduate scanned the packed
stadium, searching for a familiar
face – then lit up and frantically
waved once they found it.
Some of the graduates who

spoke with the Ed Lab were
also parents themselves, in-
cluding Viridiana Aceves Rent-
eria, who received her bache-
lor’s in communications.
“I have three daughters,”

ages two, four, and twelve, she
said. “That in itself was a chal-
lenge.”
She had to learn how to bal-

ance her responsibilities as a
mother with homework and
classes.
At times, she said, her dream

of graduating felt “impossible
to achieve,” especially after
taking an almost 10-year break
before returning to school.
“Part of my fear of coming

back,” she said, “was, I (didn’t)
know how flexible my profes-
sors were going to be … if one
of my babies was sick (and) I’d
have to stay home.”
“I was very grateful that all

my professors were very flex-
ible with me,” she added, “and
were like: whatever you need,
you and your kids and your
family.”

CRAIG KOHLRUSS ckohlruss@fresnobee.com

Family and friends cheer for graduates during the 47th annual
Fresno State Chicano/Latino Commencement Celebration at the
Save Mart Center on Saturday.

Latino commencement
honors Fresno State
graduates, families
BY JULIANNA MORANO
jmorano@fresnobee.com
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HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy huddled with
some of his biggest backers as
the Group of Seven summit
closed in Hiroshima on Sunday,
building momentum for his
country’s war effort even as
Russia claimed a battlefield
victory that was quickly dis-
puted by Ukraine.
The Ukrainian leader’s in-

person appearance underscored
the centrality of the war for the
G7 bloc of rich democracies. It
also stole much of the limelight
from other priorities, including
security challenges in Asia and
outreach to the developing
world, that the leaders focused
on at the three-day gathering.
Hosting Japanese Prime Min-

ister Fumio Kishida said the
group was committed to “strong
backing for Ukraine from every
possible dimension.”
Zelenskyy held two major

rounds of meetings Sunday, one
with G7 leaders and a second
with them and a host of invited
guests including India and
South Korea. He also spoke
one-on-one with several leaders.
Hanging over Sunday’s talks

was the Russian claim that
forces of the Wagner private
army and Russian troops had
seized the Ukrainian city of
Bakhmut. The eight-month
battle for the eastern city – seen
by both sides as a major symbol-
ic prize – has been the longest
and likely bloodiest of the war.
Comments by Zelenskyy ear-

lier in the day suggested that the
Russians had finally taken the
city. But he and other Ukrainian
officials later cast doubt on that
assessment, with Zelenskyy
telling reporters that “Bakhmut
is not occupied by the Russian
Federation as of today.”
Even before Zelenskyy landed

Saturday, the G7 nations had
unveiled a slew of new sanctions
and other measures meant to
punish Moscow over its invasion
that began in February last year.
While Ukraine dominated the

summit, the leaders of Japan,
the U.S., the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, Canada and
Italy, as well as the European
Union, also aimed to address
global worries over climate
change, poverty, economic in-
stability and nuclear prolifer-
ation.
Two U.S. allies – South Korea

and Japan – furthered efforts to

G7 ends as Zelenskyy
meets leaders, Russia
claims gains
BY ADAM SCHRECK, FOSTER KLUG
AND ZEKEMILLER
Associated Press
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