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OAKLAND >> Amid all the talk of 
the A’s leaving town for Las Ve-
gas, another of Oakland’s last-
remaining professional sports 
teams is looking to make a sta-
dium deal. And unless they do, 
the city might lose them, too.

Earlier this year, popular up-
start soccer franchise Oakland 
Roots SC trekked a half-hour 
south of its regular home field 
at Oakland’s Laney College to 
play at Cal State East Bay in Hay-
ward.

The once-temporary stay in 
Hayward is now set to last the 
rest of the 2023 season, with 
the Roots focused on building a 
10,000-seat soccer stadium next 

to the Oakland Coliseum. Their 
plan has support among some of 
Oakland’s power players, as dem-
onstrated at a public meeting of 
the Coliseum’s stewards on Fri-
day.

“It is a very positive opportu-
nity for us to generate excitement 
and revenue and jobs and good-
will for this facility,” City Coun-
cilmember Rebecca Kaplan said 

OAKLAND SPORTS

Will the Roots soccer team ever 
return to the city with stadium?
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Oakland Roots Soccer Club fans watch a United Soccer League 
game against San Antonio FC at the Laney College soccer field in 
Oakland on Sept. 3. 

Questions surround the 
team’s desire to build 
a 10,000-seat venue 
next to the Coliseum
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Visitors hike up the Mist Trail toward Vernal Fall in Yosemite National Park in 2020. The popular trail is getting a $5 million 
upgrade that will include new bridges, observation areas, interpretive signs and other features along its 7-mile round trip. 
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Hikers on the Mist Trail to Vernal Fall in Yosemite are seen in 
2011. Park officials aim to make safety improvements to the trail.
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progers@ 
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At Yosemite National 
Park, a landscape defined 
by breathtaking views and 
stunning scenery, the Mist 
Trail stands out.

The seven-mile round trip, 
which begins near Happy 
Isles in the eastern edges of 
Yosemite Valley, takes hik-
ers up the Merced River as 
its pristine waters roar out of 
the park’s high country, cas-
cading through granite boul-
ders over two spectacular 
waterfalls, the 319-foot-tall 
Vernal Fall and the 594-foot-
tall Nevada Fall.

The trail, which is used 
by up to 4,000 people a day 
during summer weekends, 
is also slippery and steep, 
drawing dozens of rescues 
every year, and occasional 
deaths when people fall into 
the river. But now a $5 mil-
lion project planned for the 
popular trail aims to make 
it safer and more enjoyable.

“We’re excited about this,” 
said Frank Dean, a former 
Yosemite ranger and presi-
dent of the Yosemite Conser-
vancy. “The Mist Trail is the 
most popular trail in Yosem-
ite and one of the most pop-
ular trails in the whole na-
tional park system. And for 

YOSEMITE

Popular waterfall path 
receives fix-it windfall  

By Jim Tankersley and Catie Edmondson
The New York Times

HIROSHIMA, JAPAN >> President Joe Biden and 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy agreed Sun-
day to meet this afternoon to try to jump-start 
talks aimed at averting a default on the nation’s 
debt, capping a tumultuous stretch of negotia-
tions that faltered over the weekend as the two 
sides clashed over Republicans’ demands to cut 
spending in exchange for raising the debt limit.

McCarthy announced the meeting, which was 
to take place after Biden’s return from the Group 
of 7 summit in Hiroshima after he concluded a 
call with the president Sunday sounding more 
sanguine than before about the prospects for a 
deal. The speaker said House GOP and White 
House negotiators would continue talks at the 
Capitol later in the afternoon to lay the ground-
work.

Biden “walked through some of the things that 
he’s still looking at, he’s hearing from his mem-
bers; I walked through things I’m looking at,” Mc-
Carthy said. “I felt that part was productive. But 
look — there’s no agreement. We’re still apart.”

Negotiators are working against a punishing 
clock. The debt ceiling, the statutory limit on the 
government’s power to borrow to pay its obliga-
tions, is projected to be reached as soon as June 1.

Biden and McCarthy are negotiating over a fis-
cal package that would raise the limit, which Re-
publicans have refused to do without spending 
cuts. They remain far apart on key issues, in-
cluding on caps for federal spending, new work 
requirements for some recipients of federal an-
tipoverty assistance and funding meant to help 
the IRS crack down on high earners and corpo-
rations that evade taxes.

Biden said Sunday that he believed he had the 
power to challenge the constitutionality of the 
nation’s borrowing limit but that he did not be-
lieve such a challenge could succeed in time to 
avoid a default on federal debt if lawmakers did 
not raise the limit soon.
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Key talks  
to resume 
today on 
debt limit
Biden, McCarthy will meet to 
negotiate way forward to avert 
default on nation’s borrowing 

By John Woolfolk
jwoolfolk@bayareanewsgroup.com

Ted Mermin booked a hotel 
room for his family of four, ad-
vertised online at a reasonable-
sounding $249 a night. But when 
they checked out, they were told 
there was an additional $50 “re-
sort fee” plus a $40 charge for “in-
cidentals.”

There wasn’t a “resort” at the 
place, and the hotel couldn’t tell 
Mermin what the “incidentals” fee 
covered, though he noted it wasn’t 
the empty soap and shampoo dis-
pensers. As executive director of 
the California Low-Income Con-
sumer Coalition, he pushed back, 
and the proprietor waived the ad-
ditional fees. But Mermin cited it 
to explain why his organization 
backs a California bill aiming to 
outlaw hidden or “junk” fees.

“In my case it’s an inconve-
nience,” said Mermin, who would 
not identify the hotel or its loca-
tion. “But for many Californians, 
hidden fees like this are the dif-

ference between whether a person 
can make it through the month 
and pay for the necessities of life. 
That’s not the way we should be 
operating.”

Senate Bill 478 by Sen. Bill 
Dodd, D-Napa, would add to the 

state’s laws against 
deceptive and dis-
honest advertis-
ing by prohibiting 
sellers from luring 
consumers with a 
low headline price 
before revealing 
additional charges 
and fees in smaller 
print, or after the 

buyer has already begun the pur-
chase process.

“The principle behind this bill 
is simple,” Dodd told lawmak-
ers at a recent committee hear-
ing. “The final purchase price for 
a good or service shouldn’t be a 
mystery for California consumers. 
The price they see should be the 
price they pay.”

SENATE BILL 478

Room rate was $249, but ad 
didn’t mention $90 in fees. 
Legislation aims to stop that

With help from conservancy, park plans $5M project to improve 
safety, access and experience along the heavily hiked Mist Trail 
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