
City’s renters could play
crucial role in election
Affordability, threat of evictions top issue for growing number of voters

Lindsay Blackwell and Adam Vincent McKinlay, with their two young children, fear they may be forced out of their affordable
rental home in Toronto after a developer’s recent proposal to tear down the building for a new condominium. 
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Return to glory

The mayors of Brampton and Mis-
sissauga want to keep Peel’s police
service intact despite the looming
breakup of the region, but disagree
on how it should be funded.

Mississauga Mayor Bonnie
Crombie wants to move to a pay-
per-use model, while Brampton
Mayor Patrick Brown wants to
hang on to the current per capita
funding formula, for a police ser-
vice with 3,300 uniformed and ci-
vilian members and an operating
budget of $524.6 million.

And while Brown said he’s not op-
posed to the police service continu-
ing to operate as is, he remains open
to other alternatives, although he
did say the “OPP would be an un-
likely option.” 

Caledon currently contracts out
its policing to the Ontario Provin-
cial Police.

“I like the idea of a joint police
force as it allows for greater ex-
pertise,” he said. “As long as Bramp-
ton is treated fairly” in the breakup
he says is still shrouded with unan-
swered questions.

“I’ve not seen a plan and this is
supposed to be enforced (as of Jan.
1, 2025),” Brown said Saturday
about the province’s decision to dis-
solve Peel Region and turn Cale-
don, Brampton and Mississauga in-
to stand-alone municipalities. Mis-
sissauga had long lobbied for the
move. 

Crombie said she’s aiming for a
seamless transition.

“My goal is not to change any-
thing, other than the funding mod-
el,” she said. “I want to move to a
user-pay model, which is fair. If you
use the service, you pay for what
you use.”

Crombie told the Star it’s time for
Mississauga to stop paying more
than 60 per cent of all shared re-
gional costs, including policing ex-
penditures. In 2022, Mississauga
registered barely 1,000 more calls
for service than Brampton, which
had 110,663, according to figures
provided by Brown. 
SEE PEEL, A2
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In an email to Blue Jays season-
ticket holders last month updating
the next phase of Rogers Centre
renovations, a passing mention
buried deep down pointed to one
significant change for seat-holders
close to the action.

After running through some of the
major changes that will be part of a
“completely reimagined lower
bowl” starting next season, the mes-
sage from team president Mark
Shapiro dropped the hammer:

“This means, however, that your
current seats will no longer exist as
currently situated,” the email read. 

The crux of that single line sent

shock waves through Jays devotees
who have for years enjoyed watch-
ing their favourite team from close
proximity. Some of them later
learned the revamped seating ar-
rangements will cost tens of thou-
sands of dollars more than what
they are currently paying.

“It’s upsetting. It seems unfair. It
completely ignores the loyalty
we’ve had for the team over all

these years, especially the years
when they weren’t in contention,”
said Steve Gamester.

Since 1977, his family has split sea-
son tickets for two seats near home
plate, first at Exhibition Stadium
and then directly beside the Jays
dugout at the Rogers Centre.
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It wasn’t their forever home, but it
was their 10-year plan. 

Lindsay Blackwell and her hus-
band, Adam Vincent McKinlay,
moved into a two-bedroom apart-
ment in the Church-Wellesley Vil-
lage in September 2021 while ex-
pecting their first child. 

The unit was large by Toronto
standards — at one point it was
home to a building superintendent
who knocked down a wall to com-
bine it with a bachelor unit next
door. McKinlay made the space

their own, adding a false bookcase
with a secret door between the
nursery and his art studio. It was
rent-controlled and cost just over
$2,000 a month. They could picture
spending the next decade there and
watching their kids grow.

But a developer’s recent proposal
to tear down their building for a
new condo may have foiled their
plans. If they have to leave, there
are few affordable options for them
to stay in the area. 

And they’ll be taking their frustra-
tion to the ballot box.

“I haven’t cared that much about
an election that I can remember at
the municipal level,” Blackwell, a

39-year-old public servant, said of
Toronto’s June mayoral race. 

“It’s the number one issue for us.”
The couple is among a growing

population of renters in the city,
who observers say could play a cru-
cial role in deciding who takes over
as its next mayor — spurred by angst
over ever-rising rents and the threat
of evictions or displacements.

Unlike the last civic election, which
was forecast early as a victory for
John Tory,numerous front-runners
for the mayor’s chair have emerged
this year, and many candidates seem
to have taken notice of the simmer-
ing ire over rental issues.
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